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83 MR Comments and Responses Report: Draft EIA Report 1 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

1 Directly Affected Landowners 

1.1 Mpumalanga Provincial Government Department of Public Works, Roads and Transport (Public Works) 

Ms Nishi Naidoo 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Public Works expressed a concern that 
the relevant officials from the National 
Department of Public Works, the 
Department of Sports, Arts and Culture 
(Heritage aspect of the project) were not 
part of the meeting. The Provincial 
Department cannot take decisions on 
behalf of the National Department. 
Further engagement with representatives 
is crucial. 

This comment was noted, consultations with the 
relevant representatives from the National 
Department are currently underway. 

Landowner 
consent was 
obtained and is 
attached as 
App_E9 

Ms Nishi Naidoo 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Asked which portions of Ponieskrans 
543KT are affected by the proposed 
project. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana confirmed that the property 
owned by Public Works, Portion 42 of Ponieskrans, is 
the affected property. 

Properties 
affected by the 
development is 
listed in Section 

 

1 Separate discussions were held between TGME and the Tribal Authority, and it is confirmed that the Authority have been duly consulted. The Representatives have been 
added to the list of I&APs and all future communications will be shared with them. 
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STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

2 of the 
EIA/EMPR 
report. 

Ms Nishi Naidoo 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Public Works indicated that it is 
concerned about water levels and asked 
where TGME will source water for its 
operations. 

Ms Kruger explained that an EIA study will be 
undertaken to assess potential impacts and propose 
appropriate mitigation measures. 

Refer to 
EIA/EMPR 
Section 4.5.8 on 
water supply 
discussions as 
well as Section 
9.8 and 9.9 
where the 
baseline water 
quality is 
described.  

Mr June Sibiya 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Public Works expressed concern about 
unintended impacts that could be posed 
by the project on the receiving 
environment 

TGME has appointed specialists to evaluate the 
impacts on the receiving environment.  

Refer to Section 
13 of the EIA 
/EMPR report 
for the impacts 
identified.  

Mr June Sibiya 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Clarification in terms of benefits for the 
government other than economic 
benefits to be further discussed. 

Noted.   
 Refer to Section 
13 of the EIA 
/EMPR report 
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STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
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APPLICANT 
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REPORT 

for the impacts 
identified.  

Mr June Sibiya 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

Public Works welcomes development, 
however it is concerned about social 
impacts such as influx of job seekers 
coming into Pilgrim’s Rest. This will add 
pressure to existing infrastructure, there 
are existing housing challenges in the 
area. 

TGME confirmed that independent EIA studies, which 
will include a socio-economic study, will be 
undertaken to assess potential impacts (both positive 
and negative) and recommend practical mitigation 
measures. All stakeholders will be provided with an 
opportunity to review specialist findings, potential 
impacts and proposed mitigation measures. 
Stakeholders will review and provide comments/ 
suggestions on potential impacts and mitigation 
measures. 

Refer to Section 
13 of the EIA 
/EMPR report 
for the impacts 
identified. 

Mr June Sibiya 
Virtual meeting 
on Zoom 

01 October 
2021 

The proposed 1500 job opportunities 
should be seen as a multiplier factor. 

Mr Terence Mokale stated that TGME’s proposed 
developments have the potential to contribute to 
tourism restoration, resuscitate mining in the area 
which will assist to revive economy, procurement and 
local economic development. 

N/A 

1.2 Maorabjang Communal Property Association (CPA) 

CPA 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

02 October 
2021 

The CPA has granted consent to TGME to 
apply for an Environmental 
Authorisation, Waste Management 

Comment noted. N/A 
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STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
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APPLICANT 

SECTION 
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THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

Licence and Water Use licence over the 
following properties:  

❖ Ponieskrans 543 KT (Remaining 
Extent); and  

❖ Frankfort 509 KT (Portion 4; 5 and the 
Remaining Extent. 

Landowner consent was granted on 08 
October 2021. 

Ms Regina 
Roadi Mogane 

Written 
Comment  

12 December 
2021 

I support the project.  This comment was noted.  N/A 

Ms Meisie 
Mokoni 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if it is possible for government to 
reject the proposed project. 

Mr Bradly Thornton confirmed that it is possible for 
the proposed project to be rejected by the 
government, should there be issues from an 
environmental and/ or social perspective. 

N/A 

Asked if the appeals process is open to all 
stakeholders 

Mr Thornton confirmed that all stakeholders are 
allowed to appeal. If the project is approved or 
rejected, stakeholders will be notified and can then 
lodge an appeal against the decision.  

N/A 

Asked how long it is going to take for the 
proposed project to be approved. 

Ms Renee Kruger stated that the Environmental 
Authorisation (EA) process is a 193-day process from 

N/A 
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METHOD 
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RECEIVED 
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APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 
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REPORT 

when the application is submitted, to when the final 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is submitted 
to the competent authority. The competent authority 
then has 107 days to make a final decision on the 
application for the project. The total duration should 
be 300 days. It is anticipated that the EIA report for 
the proposed project will be submitted in June 2022. 
A final decision is then expected in November 2022. 

Stated that she is asking all these 
questions because she wants to report 
back to the community regarding 
employment opportunities 

The project team noted this. N/A 

Mr Force 
Malomane 

Open Day 
15 January 
202 

Asked if there is any activity at the 
Frankfort mine and if the public is 
allowed to visit the site. 

Ms Kruger stated that there are currently no activities 
taking place at the Frankfort mine. Trail mining was 
recently conducted to ensure underground safety and 
to confirm that the ore is of good grade, but these 
trials have now been completed and all activities have 
stopped.  

Ms Kruger added any individual that wishes to visit 
the mine will need to be accompanied by employees 
of the mine. 

N/A 
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Ms Regina 
Mogane 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Stated that there are people residing in 
the plantations and it should also be 
known that there are graves near the 
plantations.  

She further stated that the people of the 
Maorabjang community generally feel 
negative about the commencement of 
the project. 

Ms Kruger stated that she will allow the community 
members to be in touch with Mr Terrence Mokale 
from TGME, so that he can discuss how TGME will 
involve the people of the surrounding communities. 

N/A 

Mr Timothy 
Mashile  

Open Day 
15 January 
2022 

Stated that people of Maorabjang have 
claimed a portion of Pilgrim’s Rest and 
that the community members are 
concerned about the graves situated near 
the plantation. He also stated that the 
community requires more engagements 
with the project team. He further stated 
that community members of Maorabjang 
claim to have received nothing after they 
were pushed out of their respective 
communities in the past and the 
community would like to know if their 
outstanding claims will be addressed. 
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STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 
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THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

1.3 York Timbers Proprietary Limited (York Timbers) 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to provide clarity by 
specifying which Mining Right 
Application/ activities was the 
consultation meeting for. 

Mr Thornton responded that the meeting in question 
is for the 83 MR EA application process. 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked how does TGME’s funding work, is 
funding sponsored by the holding 
company/ BEE structure. 

Mr Mundell confirmed that the community has a free 
carry. Funding comes from Theta Gold Mines Limited 
an Australian Listed Company (“Theta”). 

N/A 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to confirm if the Australian 
holding company partner owns 70% stake 
and 30% of the company is owned locally.  

Ms Natasha Thomas-Kasangana confirmed that 
Australian partner owns 70% of the company and 26% 
stake is currently owned locally. Ms Thomas-
Kasangana said that the Mining Charter requires that 
local ownership should be 30% ownership target. Over 
time, TGME will reach the 30% as contemplated in the 
Mining Charter. 

Refer to Section 
4.1 - TGME is 
now held by 
Theta Gold 
Mines Limited, 
listed on the 
Australian Stock 
Exchange, with 
Chinese, 
German and 
American 
investors. Over 
the last two 
years, R58 
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million has been 
invested in 
exploration, 
environmental 
authorisations, 
community 
upliftment 
programs, and 
continuous 
Mine 
infrastructure 
maintenance. 
The re- 
development of 
the historical 
underground 
mines will 
provide TGME 
with the 
revenue to 
continue with 
this investment.  
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REPORT 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to elaborate on what the 
reference made in relation to land 
claimants in the presentation entails. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana stated that the land claimants 
refer to Maorabjang CPA. Mr Mundell clarified that 
Maorabjang CPA is no longer a land claimant. The CPA 
already received the land. The land in question 
includes all properties where all the old Barloworld 
farms were located, north of Pilgrim’s Rest. 

Refer to Section 
8.1.2 on land 
claimant’s 
request.  

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to explain what the 
purpose of transferring a designated 
mining right was. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana stated that transferring Mining 
Right with reference number MP 30/5/1/2/2/358MR 
(MR 358) to Sabie Mines was based on geographical 
convenience. TGME will not implement this option 
unless there are corporate structuring requirements in 
the future. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME is confirming that MR 358 
will not be transferred to Sabie Mines. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana confirmed that TGME will not 
transfer MR 358 to Sabie Mines yet but it could be an 
option considered in the future. 

N/A 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to further elaborate on 
the statement: “Transferring Mining 
Rights 358 to Sabie Mines was based on 
geographical convenience” 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana explained the Sabie Mining 
rights as follows:  

❖ MR358 – Rietfontein (Reference number: MP 
30/5/1/2/2/358MR)  

❖ MR198- Elandsdrift (Reference number: MP 
30/5/1/2/3/2/1 (198) MR) 

N/A 
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❖ MR433- Glynns Lydenburg (Reference number MP 
30/5/1/2/2/433 MR)  

❖ MR10161-An overarching larger Sabie Mining right 
(Reference number: MP30/5/1/2/3/2/1/10161MR)  

Depending on the corporate objectives of the group, 
the southern licences would be grouped into one 
investment package. 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if transferring of Mining Rights is 
motivated by the fact that these Mining 
Rights are in Sabie. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana confirmed that transferring of 
Mining Rights is motivated by the fact that these 
Mining Rights are located in Sabie. 

N/A 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to clarify if Sabie Mines 
will be a separate entity. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana confirmed that Sabie Mines is 
a separate entity. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if the mining right with reference 
number MP30/5/1/2/2/341MR (MR341) 
is part of the Glynns Lydenburg mining 
right. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana said that MR341 is 
Grootfontein. 

N/A 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if there is a map indicating the 
locations of all TGME mining right areas. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana confirmed that a map with all 
Mining Right Areas will be shared with York. 

N/A- this was 
provided 
outside of the 
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scope of this 
project.  

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Referred to the map in the presentation 
and proceeded to ask which of TGME’s 
proposed mining activities are on York 
properties and if there are state owned 
properties. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana stated that it includes the 
entire portfolio, there is a bundle in the North, Central 
near the plant and a bundle in Sabie. 

N/A- this was 
provided 
outside of the 
scope of this 
project 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked where the North bundle is 
situated. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana said that the North Bundle is 
in Pilgrim’s Rest. Mr Mundell added that to the North 
of Pilgrim’s Rest includes Vaalhoek and Frankfort 
mines. 

N/A- this was 
provided 
outside of the 
scope of this 
project 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

York will send a request for a 
consolidated list of information. York 
needs a map that shows the following: 

❖ TGME’s mining right areas; and  

❖ Cadastral descriptions. 

Ms Winstanley stated that it is a 
challenge to understand where all areas 
fit and what does it mean for York. 

Mr Mundell replied that it is for this reason that TGME 
suggested a site tour with York on all TGME mining 
right areas, to have the same understanding. 

A site visit was 
held on the 1st 
of December 
2021.  
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Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

York does not have a map that shows the 
overlaps between TGME mining rights 
and properties owned by York. It would 
also want to understand the type of 
activities in relation to the properties, 
whether it is an underground mine etc. 

The request was noted.  

Post meeting note: Maps were sent to York on 28 
October 2021 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed.  

Mr John 
Crawford Brunt 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Suggested that it would be useful if TGME 
could send York shapefiles and GPS Co-
ordinates which York can overlay onto its 
property. 

The suggestion was accepted.  

Post meeting note: The requested information was 
sent to York. 

This information 
has been 
provided to 
York separately.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to explain which entity will 
be the operating company. 

Mr Mundell confirmed that TGME will be the 
operating company. 

Refer to Section 
4.1 for the 
history of the 
mining.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to provide clarification in 
terms of the environmental obligations, 
who will be the responsible entity. 

Mr Mundell confirmed that TGME will be responsible 
for the environmental liabilities. 

Refer to Section 
25 for the 
Rehabilitation 
Financial 
provision 
assessment.  
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Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Concerned that if TGME transfers the 
Mining Rights into a shelf entity, who will 
be responsible for the liability. 

Mr Mundell stated that the responsible entity will 
have to absorb the liability. York will be consulted on 
TGME’s development strategy. 

Refer to Section 
25 for the 
Rehabilitation 
Financial 
provision 
assessment 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Commented that according to the BEE 
structure (as presented) it seems Sabie 
Mines will not be considered. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana stated that Sabie Mines is a 
TGME subsidiary, it is not a mining right holder. 

N/A 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Ms Hsieh said that she notes that Sabie 
Mines is not active. 

Mr Mundell explained that if one transfers a Mining 
Right to a different entity, it triggers a transfer 
application under Section 11 of the Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Act 28 of 2002 
(MPRDA). In terms of the BEE shareholding structure, 
TGME needs a shareholder in Sabie Mines. It’s a 
consideration going forward 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Noted TGME’s BEE structure, it’s an 
efficient way to get funds back to the 
holding company. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana added that an application in 
terms of Section 11 of the MPRDA takes 
approximately 2 years to process, and it is not part of 
TGME’s medium term strategy. 

N/A 
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Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that York is expressing its 
concerns about liability issues because 
TGME has an existing problem on land 
owned by York in Elandsdrift. Concerned 
whether TGME will rehabilitate the area 
because previously TGME failed to 
rehabilitate the area on which it (TGME) 
undertook mining activities. 

Noted.  

Refer to Section 
25 for the 
Rehabilitation 
Financial 
provision 
assessment.  

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Noted that the status of the mining rights 
as indicated in the presentation is 
misleading. 

Noted. 

Post meeting note: Maps were sent to York on 28 
October 2021. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Pointed out that there seems to be an 
initial 2021-2024 phase and then 2022-
2025; this is not aligned with information 
presented on Theta’s website. The 
website refers to three phases, it would 
be useful to know how TGME’s proposed 
development strategy fits into the 
strategy presented on the Australian side. 
Ms Winstanley added that it is not clear 
which of the three phases development 
relates to the mining rights (referenced in 
the presentation) Ms Winstanley 

Mr Mundell stated that the three phases as presented 
on the Theta website are exactly what TGME will be 
undertaking and is showing in the presentation. TGME 
is amending the Environmental Management 
Programme (EMPr) approved in terms of the MPRDA 
and applying for an EA in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998 (NEMA), 
because there is a new Mine Works Programme that 
triggers new listed activities.  

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 
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requested TGME to explain their bigger 
picture plan, and how it could affect York. 

Mr Mundell further added that TGME has different 
plans to what was previously approved in the original 
EMPr. 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Referred to the information (Mining 
Rights) presented and asked if the Mining 
Rights in brackets (as per the 
presentation) have approved EAs and 
whether TGME will be amending all the 
existing EAs. 

Mr Mundell confirmed that not all mining rights will 
be amended, most EMPRs will be amended and new 
NEMA EA’s will be required. 

N/A 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested for clarity in terms of 
status/phase of each Mining Right. 

Mr Du Triou responded as follows: 

❖ Greater TGME MR83- Phase 1 

❖ Rietfontein is MR 358 

❖ Vaalhoek is on MR10167 

❖ Part of the MR433 which includes the Glynns 
Lydenburg 

Mr Mundell added that the Beta section is spread over 
three mining rights. 

MR83, MR341 which is on York’s property and MR330. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 
which is the MR 
83 Phase 1 
project.  
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Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that it would be beneficial (for 
York) to have information about the link 
between Mining Right area and the 
associated Mining Right Applications. 

Mr Mundell pointed out that the information 
(referred to by Ms Winstanley) was shared with York 
during the previous engagements. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Stated that York is in possession of a map 
(provided by TGME), however it is 
difficult to see where all parts fit together 
that is, Mining Right Areas and the 
associated Mining Right Numbers, which 
of the water use licence covers mining 
activities. York needs to understand the 
full picture of TGME’s current 
authorisations. 

The Background Information Document 
sent by TGME makes reference to 
existing Water Use Licence and then 
there is mention of a withdrawn 
application.  

The format of information regarding 
TGME’s current/ future authorisations 
and associated mining activities is not 
clear to York. 

Mr Mundell said that the first phase application (83 
MR application in question), it incorporates Beta, 
Frankfort and CDM. Mr Mundell explained that the 
reason behind this, is because of the contentious 
relationship with York. TGME did not want to proceed 
with the First Gold strategy with a strained 
relationship with York. This was taken out of the 
Phase 1. TGME will bring the MR341 application in as 
part of Phase 2. Beta South and Central will also form 
part of Phase 2. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 
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Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

York has raised concerns about surface 
mining. Ms Winstanley asked if surface 
mining has been withdrawn and whether 
TGME will be pursuing underground 
mining and will consider surface mining in 
the near future. 

Mr Mundell said that TGME has put the option of 
surface mining on the back burner. For various 
reasons informed this decision which includes that 
from an economic point of view, it is difficult to obtain 
approval for surface mining and the cost of mining 
does not make economic sense. 

TGME will review a strategy for open case mining. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Stated that TGME must clearly state 
whether surface mining activities will 
happen or not. 

Mr Mundell emphasised that TGME is currently 
dealing with the (83 MR) application for underground 
mining activities. TGME will not consider surface 
mining activities for the 83 MR application. Should 
open pit mining activities be considered in the future, 
it will be in a separate application and there will be 
stakeholder engagement at that stage. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked in which phase will surface mining 
activities feature. 

Mr Mundell explained that surface mine activities do 
not feature in any of the three phases referenced and 
discussed in the presentation, because economically, 
there are better options to consider. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 
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Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Enquired if there are environmental 
approvals for MR330 and MR10167 for 
open pit activities. 

Mr Mundell indicated that there are approved EA’s for 
MR330 and MR10167, these approvals are not for 
open pit mining activities. 

N/A 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to confirm if there are 
existing EA’s and if these will be amended 
in the future. 

Mr Mundell said that existing EA’s will require 
amendments in the future. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed which 
is an 
amendment of 
the approved 
EMPr. 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to confirm if they will 
need to amend the existing 
environmental authorisations to include 
open pit mining activities. 

Mr Mundell stated that existing environmental 
authorisations will not be amended to include open 
cast mining activities. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Noted that the presentation indicates the 
following details: 

❖ MR 83 (approved EA’s); 

❖ MR 341 (approved EA) and MR 330 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana stated that TGME had 
received grant letters for certain of the mining rights, 
but has not received approval letters for the 
environmental authorisations as yet (MR330, 
MR10161/67) 

Approvals 
associated with 
this application 
is mentioned in 
Section 3.2.  
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❖ There is no indication on whether 
there is an approved EA for MR 10161 
and MR 10167.  

Commented that there an assumption 
that there are no approved EA’s for both 
MR10161 and MR10167. 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Suggested that it would be helpful if 
TGME could give an indication of 
executed Mining Rights, approved EMPrs 
so that York can understand the full 
picture and how these could potentially 
affect York. Indicated the York will send 
an information requirements list to 
TGME. 

Noted. 

Post meeting note: A list of executed Mining Rights 
and approved EMPrs was sent to York. 

N/A- this was 
provided 
outside of the 
scope of this 
project 

Mr Mitford 
Mundell 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked what the main reason behind 
York’s objection against TGME’s 
proposed mining activities are. 

Ms Winstanley said that York does not understand the 
following: 

❖ How TGME’s proposed mining activities affect York; 

❖ Which properties will be mined (underground 
mining/ surface mining); 

❖ Where there is underground mining, what is the 
surface infrastructure and how does that affect York; 

Refer to Section 
4.3 and 4.4 for 
the description 
of the project 
proposed. 

Refer to Section 
13 of the report 
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❖ Where will access roads be located, crossing a 
plantation by a third-party employee is a huge fire risk 
and one of the most adverse impacts are fires at the 
plantations; 

❖ TGME is now proposing to expand, and create a 
potential for significant pollution, how does that 
affect York; 

❖ What are the mitigating factors that York should be 
comforted by, as TGME proposes to expand the 
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF); 

❖ Is the existing TSF lined; 

❖ For the expansion of the TSF, TGME will need 
water, but this detail (quantity of water) is not 
disclosed to York. TGME refers to “per ton of ore 
mined”; 

TGME also refers to “existing water use rights 
allocations”- this is does not make sense in a mining 
context; 

❖ At this point York does not understand what TGME 
proposed mining activities mean for York’s operations 
and its potential liability; 

for the impacts 
identified.  
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❖ In relation to the beneficiation plant, York is the 
owner of that the land, and being an owner attracts 
primary liability for pollution. 

It should be noted that York does not outright object 
to TGME’s proposed mining activities, but York wants 
to have a clear understanding of the impacts / 
potential liabilities that could potentially result from 
the proposed TGME mining activities. 

Mr Mitford 
Mundell 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Stated that it is important for TGME to 
understand York’s stance because each 
time TGME’s attempts to engage with 
York, TGME has been brushed off. Mr 
Mundell referred to the response 
provided by Mr Gerald Stolz that TGME 
will provide minimal job opportunities for 
the community. It is for this reason that 
TGME has decided to invite community 
representatives to the meeting, this will 
provide community representatives an 
opportunity to hear what York has to say 
about the proposed mining activities. Mr 
Mundell added that TGME has been 
holding back from telling the community - 
a shareholder of the business what is 

Mr Stoltz requested that TGME re-consider its 
statements, York does provide job opportunities to 
the community members. The local economy is kept 
active by York and the Forestry industry. York has 
undertaken significant community development 
projects for local communities.  

York is in the sustainable resource business, whilst 
TGME is an extractive industry which could potentially 
be detrimental to the environment.  

Ms Winstanley made the following statements: 

❖ TGME ought to see the situation from York’s 
perspective. For the past six years, York has requested 
TGME to rehabilitate the pollution caused by TGME on 
the Elandsdrift mining right area.  

N/A 
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really going on. Mr Mundell stated that 
6000 job opportunities will be created 
over a 5 -year period, 1500 job 
opportunities will be directly created by 
TGME. According to research conducted 
by the Minerals Council, 4 job 
opportunities will be created indirectly 
from one job opportunity that would be 
created by a mine (in this case TGME). 

Mr Mundell said it would be good if York 
went on a site visit to view the mining 
right area. 

Mr Mundell emphasised that York and 
TGME need to work together to improve 
the conditions in the area. York needs to 
explain why there is resistance to co-
operate with TGME. If there are issues of 
concern such compensation and road 
maintenance, TGME is willing to look into 
resolving these issues in a most practical 
and fair manner.  

Mr Mundell asked why it seems that York 
is adamant to put obstacles in TGME’s 

This has caused York the primary liability as a 
landowner. York did not create the situation in 
Elandsdrift. TGME created the situation in Elandsdrift 
and then walked away from the leach pad without 
remediation; 

❖ There was no resolution for the past four years 
with regards to the rehabilitation process (TGME’s 
responsibility) York asked for the specialist studies for 
the Elandsdrift project.  

TGME responded that it will be provided once all the 
studies have been completed and we will provide York 
with a presentation. 
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proposal to create job opportunities in an 
area with 85% unemployment rate.  

TGME has noted (information received 
from community representative) that it 
seems there are no job opportunities 
provided by York to surrounding 
communities of Pilgrims Rest. 

Mr Jacques du 
Triou 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Pointed out that it is incorrect to state 
that TGME has not been responsive 
towards York’s concerns. He explained 
that since Mr Mitford Mundell’s tenure at 
TGME, there have been ongoing 
engagements between TGME and York. 

Ms Winstanley said that the discussions were initiated 
only because TGME wants to recommence mining 
activities.  

Mr Mundell said that they could not do anything 
about what the new management team had inherited 
from previous management of TGME, but he was 
committed to forging functional relations between the 
two companies in their mutual commercial interest. It 
is not true that TGME is rehabilitating only because of 
York. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Stated that York is currently sitting with 
an issue of landowner-liability because of 
historical pollution. 

Regardless of who was managing it, the 
entity that has caused the pollution 

Mr Mundell said that TGME is making the necessary 
attempts to remediate. 

TGME would like York to understand the importance 
of the proposed developments. 

The 83 MR 
project will 
require a 
financial 
provision and 
rehabilitation as 
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problem, has not remediated the 
historical mining, however TGME wants 
to undertake additional mining activities 
that could potentially cause more 
pollution. 

Stated that York is happy to some extent 
that something is being done.  

Emphasised that TGME should look at 
this situation from York’s perspective. 

described in 
Section 25 of 
the EIA and 
EMPR report as 
well as 
Annexure H  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

York is not insensitive to the immediate 
communities’ plight.  

It is not a fair comment to state that York 
is not contributing to the development of 
the local communities.  

TGME needs to appreciate that forestry 
land in South Africa is finite. In the 
forestry industry one cannot get another 
hectare of land in the escarpment to 
plant. 

Mr Stoltz said that should York lose a 
hectare of land; it cannot replace it. It is 
for this reason that it is important for 

Mr Du Triou acknowledged Mr Stoltz and Ms 
Winstanley’s comments about sharing details about 
TGME’s mining right areas and presenting the 
information visually. 

Mr Du Triou emphasised Mr Mundell’s suggestion that 
a site visit is a necessary engagement activity to be 
undertaken by both parties (TGME and York) to 
TGME’s mining right areas. 

Impacts on York 
have been 
included in the 
impact section 
refer to Section 
13 of the 
EIA/EMPR  
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York to understand how TGME’s 
proposed mining activities will impact on 
York operations, look at the alternatives 
and mitigation measures. 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to share the shapefiles, 
upon receipt of the shapefile, York will 
overlay them on its plantations.  

Mr Stoltz confirmed that York is willing to 
go on a site visit with TGME. 

Mr Mundell said that it has always been TGME’s 
stance to be on the same page with York and have 
active engagement, TGME has nothing to hide, and it 
(TGME) is open to working with York. 

Asked that York informs TGME timeously about its 
availability for a site visit and indicate its information 
requirements, TGME is prepared to share the 
information required by York. 

Site visit was 
held on the 1st 
of December 
2021.  

M Eric Droomer 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Commented that historically mining has a 
bad reputation, mining activities occur, 
and the land is left unrehabilitated.  

York needs assurance from TGME that 
mining will be undertaken in a 
responsible manner and that the land will 
be rehabilitated. 

Mr Du Triou said that Theta is an Australian Securities 
Exchange (ASX) listed company and therefore intends 
to mine responsibly and restore Pilgrims Rest. 

Refer to Section 
9 of the 
EIA/EMPR. 
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Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Concerned that York will have to take 
responsibility for environmental liability - 
a responsibility York has been carrying for 
the past six years. 

Mr Mundell pointed out that illegal mining still takes 
place currently - this is what TGME would like to show 
York on the proposed site visit.  

TGME wants to mine the old workings, however, first 
need to put out the fire out at the entrance (fires 
made by illegal miners), before they can enter. Mining 
(illegal) is carrying on, and it is only TGME that can put 
a stop to illegal mining activities undertaken in the 
area.  

Mr Mundell added that mining is no longer seen a 
destructive industry, no company will be granted a 
mining right if the intention is to destroy the 
environment. 

The 83 MR 
project will 
require a 
financial 
provision and 
rehabilitation 
plan to be done 
as per Section 
25.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Referred to the hectares of land lost to 
mining in Johannesburg. Mr Stoltz said 
that York does not want to be in similar 
situation (as in Johannesburg) where land 
is sterilised by mining activities. 

Comment noted. 
Refer to section 
13 of the 
EIA/EMPR 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that York’s discomfort is the 
lack of compliance from the Government, 
the important factor is that York needs to 

Mr Mundell emphasised that Theta is a ASX listed 
company, if there is ever a time when there is 
environmental incident, it will destroy the company.  

Refer to Section 
4.1 
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be assured that TGME will take 
responsibility for its liabilities. 

TGME cannot be seen as a company that does not 
operate responsibly. 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Ms Hsieh made the following statements: 

❖ It seems there is a perception that 
York is blocking TGME from pursuing its 
proposed mining developments; 
York has to put together all the pieces of 
information from TGME - hence York 
cannot see the bigger picture; 

❖ York would like to see TGME 
presenting its proposed plans / 
programmes and seek input from York 
about potential risks and opportunities of 
working together. 

❖ Mr Mundell acknowledged Ms Sue Hsieh’s 
statements. 

❖ Mr Mundell added that he is encouraged by York’s 
intention to engage and work with TGME. TGME has 
for a long time requested to have active engagements 
with York, but these requests were declined by York. 

❖ York has always maintained that they only want to 
engage on the Elandsdrift matter. 

N/A 

Mr Bradly 
Thornton 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Summarised that a more detailed 
response (the bigger picture) is to be 
provided to York. Following on that, a site 
visit is proposed. 

A summary of the points raised was acknowledged by 
attendees. 

Ms Winstanley added that York will send a detailed 
information requirement list to TGME. 

Information was 
provided and a 
site visit was 
held.  

Ms Natasha 
Thomas-
Kasangana 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Suggested that all attendees have a look 
at the plant (on the maps - Appendix B) 

A copy of the infrastructure map was shared with all 
attendees. 

Section 4.5.4 
describes the 
plant and 
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proposed 
upgrades on 
York property.  

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if locations as indicated in the 
presentation: “Future mine development 
opportunities” are existing mining rights 
or potential resources. 

Mr Mundell responded by stating that it is historic 
mines. 

Refer to section 
4 of the report 
for the 
proposed 
project 
description.  

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME will explore these mines as 
indicated in the presentation: Future 
mine development opportunities”. 

Mr Mundell said that TGME will explore these mines 
over time. TGME has 130 years’ worth of information 
and is systematically working through that 
information. There are more than 50 old mines 
covered by these mining rights (as indicated in the 
presentation).  

TGME is currently looking at six mining areas, the area 
is vast. Overtime it will be pulled into the resource. 
TGME has over 6 million ounces worth of resource. 

All the areas as presented on the slide bearing the 
following reference “Future mine development 
opportunities” are not part of the proposed phases 

Refer to section 
4 of the report 
for the 
proposed 
project 
description. 
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but form part of the investigations to pull it in in 
future. 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked how the underground mine will be 
supported 

Mr Du Triou said that the mine will be supported by 
timber. 

The mining 
method is 
discussed in 
Section 4.4.1  

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked what TGME means by the 
statement: “At later stage” as 
indicated/presented by Mr Jacques du 
Triou. 

Mr Du Triou explained that TGME has started with the 
pre-feasibility study to take the surface tailings and 
deposit it in the underground voids in the form of 
sedimentation. TGME plans to fill up all the voids. 

Not part of this 
project scope.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked what the depth of the mine is. 

Mr Du Triou said that the average level which TGME 
will start mining is 150 metres.  

Mr Mundell said that it should be noted that it is adit 
running into the mountains, and the further one goes 
the deeper it gets, these adits extend towards the 
reef. 

Refer to section 
4.3 and 4.4 on 
the project 
description.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Enquired if it is on the same level or it 
follows the reef. 

Mr Du Triou said that TGME follows the reef, the 
average depth of mining dips between 3°- 7° away 
from the adit. 

Refer to section 
4.3 and 4.4 on 
the project 
description. 
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Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Requested details about the property 
description of the plant. 

Mr Du Triou said that the proposed plant is situated 
on the footprint where the old plant is located.  

Ms Thomas- Kasangana said its located-on Portion 1 
of Grootfontein. 

Refer to section 
4.3 and 4.4 on 
the project 
description. 

Mr John 
Crawford Brunt 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

It seems TGME will be mining on 
dolomitic soils, asked if this will not result 
in sinkholes and if the health and safety 
aspect of the probability of sinkholes has 
been taken into consideration. 

Mr Du Triou indicated that a dolomitic study was 
started a few months ago, TGME is working with the 
Council of Geoscience. Drilling of holes (29 holes down 
to 60 metres) are currently underway. According to 
the geophysical work conducted so far, the results 
indicate that there are not a lot of “potholes” and 
dolomite where the plant and the TSF are located. 
Once the studies are concluded, TGME will be in a 
better position to know if there are any hotspots to be 
avoided. 

Refer to Section 
9.4 on geology 
and discussion 
on dolomite in 
Section 9.5.  

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if the TSF is lined. 
Mr Du Triou confirmed that the TSF is lined, the TSF in 
Elandsdrift is also lined. The liner integrity is being 
tested via a sample sent for analysis in Texas. 

The proposed 
phases of the 
TSF are 
explained in 
Section 4.5.5 
and the waste 
classification 
and risk 
assessment is 
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discussed in 
Section 9.9.5.  

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME can share how many 
grams per ton of gold will be mined. 

Mr Jacques du Triou said on average it is 9 grams per 
ton, other areas that have been sampled are 
estimated to be up to 32 grams per ton. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME will be interested in 
buying the land owned by York. 

Mr Mitford Mundell said that TGME has been 
interested in buying the piece of land owned by York 
(within TGME’s mining right area). 

N/A 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

TGME may not impact on the commercial 
plantation but if that is York’s land, and 
there are open areas dedicated to 
conservation, there is an obligation under 
the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council). This 
required that there are certain 
percentages that are dedicated to 
conservation. There may not be a direct 
commercial implication, but if there is an 
approved FSC footprint, it might have an 
impact. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana said that TGME is looking at 
ecological compensation packages that could address 
Ms Winstanley’s concern. 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 for the 
actions 
proposed for 
continued 
mining. 
Mitigation 
measures have 
been proposed 
by the specialist 
and is 
addressed in 
Section 13.5.  
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Ms Sue Hsieh / 
Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if Frankfort is 8km from the plant, 
what are the transportation options 
considered by TGME. 

Asked if the road would cross on York’s 
land. 

Mr Du Triou said it is all proposed to be trucked on 
dirt roads, including ore from Vaalhoek. Mr Du Triou 
said it will not cross on York’s land but on South 
African Forestry Company SOC Limited (SAFCOL’s) 
land. 

Refer to section 
9.13.7.  

Mr John 
Crawford Brunt 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked for clarity in terms of process 
materials, where will the processed 
materials be taken to. 

Mr Du Triou said it will be taken to the TSF and from 
there it will be taken underground in the form of 
sedimentation backfill in future should approval be 
received. Gold will be flown out to somewhere like 
Rand Refinery. 

Refer to Section 
4.5.4 

Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME considered the fact that 
once it replaces illegal miners there will 
be confrontations/ conflict. 

Mr Mundell said that TGME has effectively started 
dealing with illegal miners. An example is Frankfort 
mine. 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Once TGME starts dealing with illegal 
miners, York will be affected because 
there will be increased fires. 

The concern has been noted. 

N/A 

Mitigation has 
been added in 
Section 13.5 

Ms Sue Hsieh 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME has a strategy to deal with 
illegal miners. 

Mr Mundell said that TGME will bring in a security 
company which has been successful in managing the 
issue of illegal miners in for instance the Free State. 

N/A 
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The security company deals with illegal miners 
professionally and know how to deal with 
confrontations. 

Mitigation has 
been added in 
Section 13.5 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Commented that illegal miners have 
migrated to South Africa because of no 
job opportunities in their countries. She 
asked if there was no way that they can 
be offered opportunities at the mine. 

Mr Mundell indicated that TGME has previously 
engaged with illegal miners to determine, their 
immigration status and skills. Ms Thomas-Kasangana 
noted however that South African local community 
members would be prioritised for employment. Skilled 
positions could only be filled with immigrants in 
possession of valid work permits. 

N/A 

Mitigation has 
been added in 
Section 13.5 

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked about the anticipated timeframes 
for submission of the EA application. 

Ms Kruger said it is anticipated that the EA application 
will be submitted in November 2021, she added that 
landowner consent will be required for the submission 
of the EA application. The plant area being York’s 
property means TGME needs to obtain landowner 
consent from York.  

Consent has been obtained from Maorabjang CPA. 

Landowner consent from SAFCOL and Mpumalanga 
Department of Public Works, Roads and Transport is 
currently underway. 

Refer to Section 
8.1.2 for 
landowner 
consultation. 
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Mr Eric 
Droomer 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if the application in question only 
affects the property in which the plant is 
located - York’s property 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana confirmed that the plant area 
is located on York’s property (Portion 1 of the Farm 
Grootfontein 562 KT). 

Please refer to 
property 
description in 
Section 2  

Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Raised a concern that the scoping report 
has been developed with no input from 
York. 

Ms Kruger stated that the Scoping Report has been 
drafted based on conceptual engineering designs and 
inputs from the appointed specialists. The Scoping 
report will be made available for to York and other 
interested and affected parties for review and 
comment. 

This report is 
the scoping 
report for 
review.  

Ms Natasha 
Thomas-
Kasangana 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if Ms Terry Winstanley wanted to 
be provided with an opportunity to 
provide input to the Scoping Report prior 
to the formal public review period. 

Ms Winstanley stated that it would be helpful that 
York is provided with sufficient time to review the 
report. Ms Thomas- Kasangana said that the public 
review and comment period will be longer due to the 
period having to run over the exclusion period 
according to NEMA.  

Mr Thornton said that 30 days public review period is 
a regulatory time frame. He said he does not see any 
limitations in engaging with York upfront. 

N/A 
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Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked TGME to confirm whether the area 
used for the plant has a lease agreement 
in place. 

Ms Natasha Thomas- Kasangana said there is an 
endorsement in the title deed allowing TGME access 
to the area for ore mining and processing and the 
required infrastructure development. 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Queried if the granting of access is free 
because as the landowner, York has not 
received compensation. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana said the granting of access is 
not free and indicated that TGME will engage York 
regarding this matter. Mr Mundell said that it is part 
of the title deed, TGME would like to buy the property 
that the plant is situated on 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Welcomed TGME’s the proposal to take 
that land off York’s hands, Mr Gerald 
Stoltz stated that it is not a commercial 
area for York. 

An offer has been provided to York. N/A 

Mr Mitford 
Mundell 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if York would be interested in 
selling the piece of land to TGME. 

Mr Stoltz indicated that a formal proposal should be 
presented by TGME to York for approval by York’s 
board members. 

N/A 

Mr Gerald Stoltz 
One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that York has a scheduled 
board meeting on 11 November 2021, a 
site visit and further engagement with 
TGME will be pursued after the board 
meeting. 

This comment was acknowledged. N/A 
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Ms Terry 
Winstanley 

Written 
comment 

27 January 
2022 

1. Introduction:  

❖ I represent York Timbers (Pty) Ltd, 
which is the owner of Portion 1 of the 
Farm Grootfontein 562 KT (“York’s 
Property”). 

❖ TGME intends to remine old 
underground mines in the Pilgrim’s Rest 
area. It plans to beneficiate the materials 
mined underground in a plant that is 
located on York’s Property and which is 
currently mothballed (the “Plant”). The 
mining and beneficiation are collectively 
referred to as the “Project”. TGME 
intends to upgrade the Plant, which 
triggers the need for environmental 
authorisation (“EA”). TGME’s public 
participation consultant, Kongiwe 
Stakeholder Engagement, has submitted 
a draft scoping report (“DSR”) prepared 
by OMI Solutions, TGME’s environmental 
assessment practitioner (“EAP”) which 
requires comment by 27 January 2022. 
This is York’s comment. 

1 Introduction and Facts 

As you are aware, Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
(Kongiwe) has been appointed as the Stakeholder 
Engagement practitioner tasked with conducting the 
public participation processes for the proposed TGME 
Existing Underground Mine Redevelopment Project 
(the Project). The purpose of this letter is to respond 
to your comments raised in the letter sent to us on 27 
January 2022 on behalf of York Timbers Proprietary 
Limited (York).  

We note that you were provided, in good faith, with 
an extension to provide comments on the Draft 
Scoping Report (DSR) until 31 January 2022 and we 
thank you for providing your comments to us earlier.   

Below a response raised as per the headings in your 
letter as compiled by the Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner (EAP) and / or Applicant.  
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2. Relevant Facts:  

The facts relevant for this comment are 
that: 

❖ The upgrade of the Plant requires an 
EA, both because it is part of the mining 
area (page 58 of the DSR) and because its 
operation will require an atmospheric 
emissions licence under the National 
Environmental Management: Air Quality 
Act, 39 of 2004 (page 53 of the DSR).  

❖ TGME requires large amounts of water 
to undertake the Project.  

❖ The application is made under the 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Regulations, 2014, as amended (“EIA 
Regulations”).                         

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

27 January 

2022 

3. Landowner Consent 

The EIA Regulations stipulate that:  

“If the proponent is not the owner or 
person in control of the land on which 
the activity is to be undertaken, the 
proponent must, before applying for an 

3. Landowner consent: 

York's concerns relating to landowner consent are 
noted.  

Your statement that OMI Solutions (Pty) Ltd (OMI), 
the appointed EAP for the Project, has misled the 
public and/or the competent authority by implying 

Section 4 refers 
to the activities 
applied for. 
Section 8.1 refer 
to the 
landowner 
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environmental authorisation in respect of 
such activity, obtain the written consent 
of the landowner or person in control of 
the land to undertake such activity on 
that land.” (Regulation 39(1)). 

In short, if someone wishes to undertake 
activities listed under the National 
Environmental Management Act, 107 of 
1998 (“NEMA”), referred to here as 
“Listed Activities” it is necessary to 
obtain landowner consent before 
applying for an EA.  

As explained above, the Plant is located 
on York’s Property and TGME intends 
conducting Listed Activities on it. It was 
therefore necessary for TGME to obtain 
York’s permission before it made 
application for the EA. 

It is correct that a meeting was held at 
York’s premises on 21 October 2021 (as 
indicated on page 85 of the DSR) during 
which consent to conduct the EIA was 
requested by TGME, but no consent was 
granted then, nor since. The DSR is 

that York has provided written landowner consent is 
respectfully refuted on the basis set out below.  

The evidence presented to the Department of Mineral 
Resources and Energy (DMRE) in the EA application 
does not state that landowner consent has been 
obtained from York. It does however identify York as a 
landowner that has been consulted and a Landowner 
Engagement Report reflecting this position was 
attached to the EA application form.   

The DSR clearly states in section 9.1 that a meeting 
was held with York Timbers on the 21st of October 
2021 in person at the York Timbers Offices in Sabie.  
This does not imply that landowner consent has been 
obtained from York.  Furthermore, the DSR does not 
state that landowner consent has been obtained from 
York.  The Public Participation Report (Annexure E to 
the DSR) indicates the extensive consultations 
between TGME and York in respect of the Project, 
with the view of seeking alignment in this respect.  

York is therefore fully appraised of TGME's intentions 
to recommence mining activities including the 
locations and details of mining activities which are 
located within York's properties. TGME has 
consistently engaged with York in good faith in this 

consultations 
undertaken 
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misleading; it implies that York has given 
permission. It has not. York has agreed to 
put this decision to its board of directors 
(“Board”) which is the only entity lawfully 
empowered to make that decision, but 
no decision has yet been made. 

Further, York was aware of the 
application for the EA for mining 
activities, and realises that those and the 
upgrade of the Plant are related. 
However, it understood that a separate 
application was to be made for the EA for 
the upgrade of the Plant. That is because 
York was aware that the DSR was to be 
published for comment but was still in 
discussions with TGME about obtaining 
more information in order to put this 
decision before its Board. It was only 
when its representatives reviewed the 
DSR for the purposes of commenting on 
that it was understood that a single 
application was to be made. It was also 
then that it realised that the DSR implies 
that landowner consent has been given. 

respect and reciprocated to all information and 
consultation requests submitted by York, with the 
view of obtaining landowner consent for the EA 
application.  

TGME and York have a long-standing relationship 
given that there are existing TGME operations on the 
York property (although mothballed), and TGME 
continues to conduct studies and environmental 
monitoring on the property, and there are discussions 
underway to purchase the property from York for 
which this application is made.  

Feedback from the York board on 17 November 
included the following “York’s Board is mindful of 
TGME’s urgency but resolved that a site visit of the 
areas under discussion must be conducted as soon as 
possible before a formal response can be given”.  On 
22 November a site visit was arranged for 1 December 
2021, which was attended by York's Acting Chief 
Executive Officer and two other members of the York 
management team.  

TGME acknowledges that express landowner consent 
is required for EA applications and continues attempts 
to consult with York.   
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The premature application, before 
landowner’s consent is obtained, is 
breach of regulation 39(1), quoted in 3.2 
above. 

The EIA Regulations stipulate that a 
person is guilty of an offence if that 
person “provides incorrect or misleading 
information in any form, including any 
document submitted in terms of these 
Regulations to a competent authority” 
(regulation 48(1)). It is respectfully 
submitted that misleading information 
has been provided in that the DSR implies 
that consent has been granted by York 
(page 85); that is not true. If it is the 
EAP’s position that consent has not yet 
been granted, then it needs to explain 
why the application was made in breach 
of regulation 39(1). 

It is respectfully submitted that this is 
also a breach of regulation 13(1)(c) which 
requires the EAP to ensure compliance 
with these Regulations. It is not difficult 
to determine whether landowner 
consent has been granted and that is not 

TGME does not intend to obfuscate the landowner 
consent requirement.  In this respect, landowner 
consent for the Project has been obtained from other 
relevant landowners. 

After receiving York’s comments, we have amended 
the wording as necessary in the Final Scoping Report 
to clarify clearly which landowner consents are still 
outstanding as at the date.  

Based on the extensive engagements with York, the 
TGME project team proceeded with the EA application 
on the impression that a workable way forward can be 
reached between York and TGME, with an offer to 
purchase having been submitted to York on 13 
December 2021 for, inter alia, the section of land 
where the Processing Plant is located. This follows the 
meeting held on 21 October 2021, various 
correspondence dated 25 October, 27 October and 28 
October 2021, as well as a site visit held on 1 
December 2021 with York representatives.  The EA 
application was therefore submitted in good faith and 
in view of the position that the negotiations to obtain 
landowner consent from York have been significantly 
progressed. As a further demonstration of 
transparency, we observe that the submission of the 
EA application was also communicated via email to 
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an issue about which there may be 
uncertainty. The application cannot be 
made until that is obtained. It is therefore 
requested that the competent authority 
consider disqualifying the EAP as 
provided for in regulation 14 of the EIA 
Regulations. 

York when the Background Information Document 
(BID) for the Project was issued to I&APs by Kongiwe 
on 30 November 2021. 

Furthermore, the Project description, which indicates 
a list of NEMA listed activities applicable to the 
Project, was provided to York prior to the meeting on 
21 October 2021. The Project description specifically 
included all the activities for the mining activities as 
well as the Processing Plant. The inclusion of the 
Processing Plant in the EA application was premised 
on previous concerns raised by York that the EA 
applications for these two components cannot run 
separately and must be combined. This list was 
included in the EA application that was submitted on 
29 November 2021.  

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

27 January 

2022 

4. Water Entitlements 

The DSR explains that water that is 
needed for the Project and sets out the 
water resources from which it is intended 
that water will be obtained but does not 
specify how much water is required. It 
states that water for the Beta mine will 
be abstracted from the Blyde River under 
an “approved authorisation (page 74 of 

4. Water Entitlements  

We confirm that the proposed options for water 
supply for the Project are still under evaluation by the 
relevant specialist and engineering teams for the 
project. The initial water requirements have been 
presented in the various sections referred to by York 
in this comment for each mining site (Section 4.3.9 of 
the DSR). Seeing as the relevant studies are currently 
in the scoping phase, this information will be refined 

Refer to Section 
34 
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the DSR); water for the Frankfort mine 
will be obtained from the Maloti River 
under an “existing licensed allocation” 
(page 74 of the DSR); and water for the 
CDM mine will be secured from 
boreholes (page 74 of the DSR). The DSR 
does not specify on what entitlement 
TGM will rely in abstracting water from 
those boreholes, nor where they are.  

We request copies of the “approved 
authorisation”; the “existing licensed 
allocation”; details of how much water 
will be used at each of the mines and the 
Plant and on what legal basis TGME is 
entitled to abstract water from 
boreholes. 

We also request a copy of any water use 
licence issued for the Project. 

during the EIA phase and the relevant findings will be 
included in both the EIA Report and water use licence 
(WUL) summary report. Where additional water 
requirements and sources will be required for the 
Project, these will be applied for accordingly. 
Currently however the philosophy of design will be 
based on recycling of water obtained from 
underground dewatering.  

TGME holds an existing lawful use under a Permit 
(Permit number: 1351N), referred to at the N-Permit, 
to obtain water from the Blyde River. TGME has been 
engaged with the DWS with regards to further steps 
and verification of the N-Permit with a view to convert 
this water use entitlement into a WUL in relation to 
the water uses associated with the Project. Copies of 
all current water use entitlements on which TGME 
intends to rely on for the Project were provided to 
York on the 27th of October 2021.  This submission 
consisted of an electronic link to the water use 
entitlements in respect of the mining rights 
intersecting York's properties, as well as an 
authorisation summary table listing all such water use 
entitlements, as well as the status thereof (i.e., 
expired, withdrawn and pending renewal). TGME is 
available to resubmit this information, if required. 
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The DSR correctly notes that water supply for the 
Clewer Dukes and Morgenzon (CDM) Project is 
planned to be obtained from the underground 
workings, surface water collected as part of the 
Project water management activities (i.e. dirty run-off 
rainwater) as well as boreholes.  TGME intends to 
lodge an integrated WUL application (IWULA) for the 
Project to authorise any additional water uses which 
are not already authorised in terms of TGME's existing 
water use entitlements.  The boreholes in question 
will be included in the scope of this IWULA. TGME 
acknowledges York's position as a key interested and 
affected party in this respect. Therefore, TGME 
intends to provide York with a copy of the IWULA for 
York to provide any relevant inputs. 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

27 January 

2022 

5. Air Quality Impact Assessment and 
Climate Change Study:  

York is concerned about the adequacy of 
the proposed assessment of the Project 
on air quality and therefore its impact on 
climate change. Although the DSR makes 
it clear (on page 218) that an air quality 
impact assessment will be conducted by 
Airshed, it also states, regarding a climate 

5. Air Quality Impact Assessment and Climate Change 
Study 

Your concerns relating to the adequacy of the 
proposed air quality impact assessment are noted. 
Airshed Planning Professionals (Pty) Ltd (Airshed) is a 
reputable company that comprises a team of 
professional air quality scientists. Airshed has been 
appointed to conduct an Air Quality Impact 
Assessment that will include an assessment of the 

Refer to Section 
9.2.3 and 
Section 9.3.  

Impacts 
regarding 
climate change 
has been 
described in 
Section 13. 
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change assessment, that “A study was 
conducted in 2020 for the larger 
opencast project proposed on the site. 
The opencast has since been placed on 
hold and the decision was made to 
pursue underground operations instead. 
As part of this EIA process, an air quality 
impact assessment with GHG assessment 
will be done and included in the EIA. With 
previous information and an air quality 
impact assessment that will cater for 
these impacts, it is the opinion of the EAP 
that a separate study will not add any 
value to the decision-making process.” 
(Page 217.)  

It is respectfully pointed out that the 
previous study conducted for opencast 
mining did not take into account the 
emissions of the upgraded Plant. To the 
extent that it is intended to rely on 
existing information relating to climate 
change, it is respectfully pointed out that 
this would be inadequate. 

Project's impacts on air quality as well as a 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Study.  

The Air Quality Impact Assessment and GHG Study will 
therefore assess the Project's prospective 
contribution to climate change through the emission 
of GHGs such as carbon dioxide (CO²), as well as the 
impact of climate change on the Project's core 
activities, its value chain as well as the social and 
natural environment. An assessment of GHG 
emissions constitutes a central component in 
assessing the Project’s climate change implications 
and will include various key factors including GHG 
inventories for the Project as well as an assessment of 
the environmental impacts associated with the 
Project.  It is on this basis that a separate climate 
change assessment will not be necessary, seeing as 
the relevant assessments will be included in the scope 
of the Air Quality Assessment and GHG Study. 
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Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

27 January 

2022 

6. Annexes 

Reference is made in the DSR to 13 
annexes, called “A” to “M”. They 
apparently include a locality map, plant 
layout, details of the public participation, 
and, importantly, various baseline 
assessments. However, there is nothing 
in any of the annexes, they are all blank 
pages. While York has copies of the 
locality map and plant layout, it is unlikely 
that other interested and affected parties 
(“I&APs”) will have those documents. 
York does not have the baseline 
assessments which are important for 
determining what impacts should be 
assessed and what the specialists’ terms 
of reference should be in the EIA stage of 
the assessment. It is unreasonable to 
expect I&APs to comment on the 
adequacy of a scoping report which is 
incomplete in some very material 
respects.  

Further, our courts have found that the 
submission of documents to the 

6. Annexes 

We note your concern in paragraph 6.1 of your 
correspondence that York had difficulty obtaining the 
annexures to the DSR.  The full suite of annexes (i.e., 
all specialist studies which include the relevant 
baseline assessments) has remained accessible on 
both Kongiwe and OMI's websites, respectively since 
the public participation period commenced on 6 
December 2021, which is the date on which the DSR 
was made available for public comment. 

Furthermore, TGME has submitted various 
correspondence to York requesting comments and 
providing an indication of where all documents can be 
accessed. TGME's representatives contacted York on 
numerous occasions, throughout the scoping review 
process, to enquire whether there any additional 
information requirements or requests.  As an 
indication of good faith, TGME will shortly arrange for 
York to receive access to electronic links to the DSR 
and the relevant annexures.  

Your concern that other I&APs likely faced challenges 
in accessing the annexures is also noted. We can 
however assure you that this is not the case. As stated 
above, the DSR and its annexures have been made 

Annexures A to 
O of the Scoping 
report was 
provided -  
Refer to 
Annexure E 
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competent authority for a decision 
before they were considered by I&APs is 
a material breach of the public 
participation process (Earthlife Africa 
(Cape Town) v Director General 
Department of Environmental Affairs and 
Tourism and Another 2005 (3) SA 156 (C); 
[2006]). Failure to permit I&APs to review 
those documents before a decision is 
made would, according to the Earthlife 
case referred to above, render any EA 
authorised following that process invalid. 
The omission of the annexes can only be 
remedied by submitting those for public 
consideration and comment. 

available on both Kongiwe and OMI’s websites 
without any limitation whatsoever. In addition to 
providing online access, a hard copy of the DSR 
including all annexures, was also made available at the 
Information Centre in Pilgrims Rest during the Public 
Participation Process to accommodate I&APs who do 
not have access to the electronic version. The 
invitation issued to I&AP’s to review the DSR also 
included a request for I&APs to indicate whether 
alternative methods of document delivery and hard 
copies of the DSR and annexures were required. These 
were provided to I&AP’s that specifically requested 
such. Please refer to Annexure B of this 
correspondence which provides proof of this 
communication. Annexure B will also be included as 
an annexure to the Comments and Response Report 
(CRR) in the EIA Report. 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

27 January 

2022 

7. Conclusion 

The making of the application before the 
consent of one of the landowners, York, 
had been granted, is a breach of the EIA 
regulations and is therefore an offence. 
This situation also requires an 

7. Conclusion 

In conclusion, we trust that the responses above 
adequately address your client's concerns in respect 
of the EA application for the Project. TGME remains 
fully committed to collaborating and cooperating with 
York in this respect and will further engage with York, 

N/A 
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investigation of the need to disqualify the 
EAP.  

The quantity of water to be used and 
TGME’s entitlement to use it must be 
demonstrated; we request copies of 
those entitlements (fully explained in 
paragraph 4). 

The adequacy of the information that will 
be used to assess the impacts on climate 
change is queried. It is apparently 
proposed that a previous study will be 
used; it did not assess the impacts of an 
upgraded plant on air quality. It must be 
updated to take those emissions into 
account. 

The DSR referred to but failed to include 
the 13 annexes, which contain important 
substantive information that will inform 
the impact assessment stage of the EIA. 
As explained in section 6, this is unlawful, 
and any EA issued without remedying this 
omission will be invalid. This can only be 
addressed by republishing for public 

with the view of reaching mutual alignment in this 
respect. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this correspondence. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Kongiwe Environmental Stakeholder Engagement 
Team 
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comment a version of the DSR that 
includes the annexes. 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment  

10 February 

2022 

1.Introduction 

1.1 Thank you for your letter of 1 
February 2022 which contained a 
response (“Response”) to our comments 
of 27 January 2022 made regarding the 
above mentioned draft scoping report 
(“DSR”), referred to here as the 
“Comments”. This is a reply to that 
Response.  

As you are aware, Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
(Kongiwe) has been appointed as the Stakeholder 
Engagement practitioner tasked with conducting the 
public participation processes for the proposed TGME 
Existing Underground Mine Redevelopment Project 
(the Project). 

The purpose of this letter is to respond to your reply 
dated 10 February 2022 which was directed at our 
letter dated 1 February 2022, dealing with your 
comments on the Scoping Report raised on 27 January 
2022 on behalf of York Timbers Proprietary Limited 
(York). 

Below a response raised as per the headings in your 
letter as compiled by the Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner (EAP) and / or Applicant. 

N/A 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment  

10 February 

2022 

2. Landowner’s Consent 

2.1 There seems to be some 
misunderstanding about the mandatory 
consent that is required under the EIA 
Regulations before the application can be 
made. The EIA Regulations require the 

York’s concerns relating to landowner consent are 
noted. 

The provisions of Regulation 39 of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations 2014, as amended, 
are understood, in relation to the landowner consent 
requirement. 

Refer to 
Landowner 
consultation in 
Section 8.1.1 
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consent of the landowner to undertake 
the Listed Activities for which permission 
is sought (regulation 39(1), quoted in full 
in our Comment). 

2.2 You appear to think that the consent 
needed is to proceed with the EIA. Please 
correct us if we have misunderstood you, 
but whatever the case, TGME has neither 
consent. The fact that is not changed by 
the good faith discussions in which the 
parties have been engaged and TGME 
cannot rectify the absence of consent by 
submitting the application in good faith 
or demonstrating a high degree of 
transparency. 

 

2.3 Please would you let us have a copy 
of the application that was submitted on 
29 November 2021 to which you refer on 
page 3 of your Response. 

 

It is reiterated that TGME proceeded with the EA 
application submission based on the good faith, 
extensive consultation and the progressed commercial 
discussions which have been initiated with York, 
including the offer to purchase the applicable portions 
of the farm Grootfontein 562 KT. We understand 
these discussions are ongoing outside of the EIA 
process.  

As requested, a copy of the application can be 
downloaded from the following link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8p805wc5hpqes81/AA
AcQ8bV5xI6TOPu1VrIydZJa?dl=0 

 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley  

Written 

Comment  

10 February 

2022 
Aspects of the Project for which 
Permission is Applied 

TGME agrees with your view that EA is required for 
the upgrading of the Plant. TGME has obtained a legal 

Refer to Section 
4.5.4 and listed 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8p805wc5hpqes81/AAAcQ8bV5xI6TOPu1VrIydZJa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8p805wc5hpqes81/AAAcQ8bV5xI6TOPu1VrIydZJa?dl=0
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2.4 Our previous contention (made in 
comments on various other EIAs 
published for comment by TGME) was 
not that the mining activities and upgrade 
of the Plant should be considered in the 
same EIA, but that the Plant cannot be 
upgraded without environmental 
authorisation that requires an EIA. Until 
recently, TGME has not agreed with that 
view. 

opinion which confirms this position. The increase in 
the Plant's capacity to support the underground 
redevelopment project triggers NEMA listed activities. 
The EAP therefore included the Plant in the EA 
application for assessment in the Scoping and EIA 
phases. 

activities 
applied for 
under Section 
3.3 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley  

Written 

Comment  

10 February 

2022 

3.Water Entitlements 

3.1 The permit to which you refer 
(1351N) was issued under the now 
repealed Water Act, 54 of 1956. It is no 
longer valid and cannot have been 
verified and validated under the National 
Water Act, 36 of 1998 as an existing 
lawful use (“ELU”), as suggested by you 
on page 3 your Response) because it is 
not an existing use; it terminated some 
eight years ago. Only a use which was 
conducted lawfully during the period 
1996 to 1998 and has continued, lawfully, 
can possibly be the subject of an ELU. We 

TGME has been undertaking water use activities on an 
ongoing basis in terms of the N - Permit (Reference 
Number 1351N), even though the mine has been 
placed on care and maintenance. These water use 
activities include abstracting water from the Blyde 
River for the care and maintenance activities. TGME 
has also engaged the Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS) with regards to further steps in 
relation to the replacement of the N – Permit with a 
water use licence. DWS has committed to providing 
guidance to TGME on the way forward in this respect. 

Should DWS require that the volumes of water 
authorised in the N – Permit be included in the WUL 

Refer to Section 
34 
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have made this point many times in 
comments made in various EIAs 
published for comment by TGME in which 
it was stated that TGME intends to rely 
on this (invalid) permit. (An example of 
this – comments on a water use licence 
application - is attached, see paragraph 
17.) We understood this legal point had 
been agreed and acknowledged by TGME 
in the meeting of 21 October 2021. It is 
therefore surprising to learn that TGME is 
now seeking to claim that it is valid again.  

3.3 Please would you ask TGME to 
resubmit the information which was 
apparently provided to us previously.  

application process for the redevelopment project, 
TGME will accordingly comply with such request. 

TGME has indicated to York that the redevelopment 
project will include a WUL application process. York 
will be duly notified once the WUL application is to 
commence.  

York has been and will be involved in three separate 
WUL application processes initiated by TGME: 

1. The Theta opencast project WUL application 
in the period of 2020-2021. This application 
was withdrawn from the DWS Electronic 
Water Use Licence Authorisation Application 
System (e-WULAAS) in June 2021 since a 
decision has been taken to shelve the Theta 
opencast project in favour of the proposed 
TGME’s 83 MR redevelopment project; 

2. The renewal of the TGME WUL (Licence 
Number 27/2/2/B60A/021) of which York was 
included in the public consultation and review 
process in November 2020 to January 2021; 
and 

3. The current redevelopment project of which 
York is a registered I&AP and will be given an 
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opportunity to comment on the WUL 
application documents during 2022. 

In relation to your request for TGME to resubmit 
the information, which was provided previously, 
kindly specify exactly which information you 
believe has not been supplied so that we can 
arrange for delivery of same. According to our 
records, all relevant information that has been 
requested has been furnished to you and or York. 

Ms Terry 

Winstanley  

Written 

comment 

10 February 

2022 

4. Air Quality Impact Assessment and 
Climate Study 

4.1 Airshed and its professionals are well 
known to us.  

4.2 Your response to our concerns 
regarding the climate change study are 
noted. We will review the air quality 
assessment when it is published for 
comment. We would not be acting in 
good faith if we failed, during the scoping 
phase, to bring to your attention our 
concerns about the adequacy of the 
climate change study, as proposed, and 
then complained about its scope later.  

Your comment is noted. The study will be made 
available for review during the EIA phase of the 
project. 

Refer to 
Annexure I of 
the EIA/EMPR 
report 
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Ms Terry 

Winstanley 

Written 

comment 

10 February 

2022 

5.Annexes  

5.1 We have still not received the link to 
the annexes as undertaken in your 
Response; please may we have it. 

5.2 The DSR made provision by way of a 
separate page for each annex, but did not 
explain anywhere that they could be 
found on the websites to which you refer, 
nor were links provided. The DSR was 
circulated in an incomplete form; this 
remains a material short-coming in the 
public participation process and cannot 
be rectified by providing links to the 
annexes after the comment period has 
closed and without providing a further 
opportunity to comment.  

5.3 You refer (on page 5 of your 
Response) to Annex B which you state is 
attached to “this correspondence”. By 
that we assume you mean it was 
attached to your Response. It was not 
attached. Please may we have a copy.  

We note your concern in paragraph 5.1 of your reply 
that York is still experiencing difficulty in accessing the 
annexures to the Scoping Report. The full suite of 
annexes (i.e., all specialist studies which include the 
relevant baseline assessments) has remained 
accessible on both Kongiwe and OMI's websites, 
respectively, since the public participation period 
commenced on 6 December 2021, which is the date 
on which the Scoping Report was made available for 
public comment. This is standard practice in EIA 
processes.  

The links to the documents are provided for your 
reference as follows:  

https://omisolutions.co.za/project-page-transvaal-
gold-mining-estates-limited-tgme-existing-
underground-mine-redevelopment-project/ 

OR  

http://www.kongiwe.co.za/publications-view/public-
documents/  

On the Kongiwe website, you will see the documents 
listed as per below. We note that some of the files are 
large and may take some time to fully download. We 

N/A 

https://omisolutions.co.za/project-page-transvaal-gold-mining-estates-limited-tgme-existing-underground-mine-redevelopment-project/
https://omisolutions.co.za/project-page-transvaal-gold-mining-estates-limited-tgme-existing-underground-mine-redevelopment-project/
https://omisolutions.co.za/project-page-transvaal-gold-mining-estates-limited-tgme-existing-underground-mine-redevelopment-project/
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5.4 York will continue to comment, 
without prejudice to its rights, on 
documents published as part of the EIA 
process. Please understand this should 
not be construed as consent to the 
application or the Listed Activities for 
which permission is sought.  

request that you kindly notify us if you are still unable 
to access these documents. 

Please also refer to Annexure B of this 
correspondence which provides proof of 
communication as per the previous letter, apologies 
for not attaching it. 

We note that York will continue to comment on 
various documents published as part of the EIA 
process, and we welcome these interactions. TGME 
remains fully committed to collaborating and 
cooperating with York in this respect and will further 
engage with York, with the view of reaching mutual 
alignment. 

2 Directly Affected Lawful Occupier 

2.1 South African Forestry Company SOC Limited (SAFCOL) 

SAFCOL 
representatives 

Face-to face 
consultation 
meeting 

01 October 
2021 

It was noted that SAFCOL does not have 
an intention to oppose TGME ‘s proposed 
developments. SAFCOL is willing to 
support TGME in facilitating the process 
of obtaining land occupier consent. 

Comments were noted. 

Section 3 and 4. 
refers to 
applicable 
legislation and 
permits are 
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TGME requested SAFCOL to sign the land 
occupier consent form for both the EA 
and WUL Applications. 

TGME will submit licences in terms of 
Section 23 of the National Forest Act, 
1998 (Act 84 of 1998) to conduct 
activities on properties in the 83MR 
Mining Area that are defined as State 
Forests. 

SAFCOL requested for TGME to compile a 
letter addressed to Mr Selby Mwelase 
clearly stating TGME’s intention. A letter 
to this effect has been compiled and 
submitted to Mr Mwelase on 10 October 
2021. 

SAFCOL proposed that TGME should take 
Mr Mwelase on a site tour since he had 
prior commitments for 19 October 2021 
when the site visit would take place. 

required by 
TGME.  

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Will the Beta North adit also be re-
opened? 

Mr Moketla confirmed that the adit in Beta North will 
be re-opened.  

Refer to section 
4.4 and 4.5 on 
the project 
description. 
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Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked if there are different factions of 
illegal miners in the area. 

Mr Moketla confirmed that there are different 
factions of illegal miners in the area. 

N/A 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

If TGME starts mining will illegal miners 
not move to another area. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana said it is not a linear solution, 
it requires multiple stakeholder inputs and action. 

Noted 
mitigation are 
included in 
EIA/EMPR in 
Section 13.5 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Consider a crime forum for the area. Mr Moketla welcomed the suggestion.  

Noted 
mitigation are 
included in 
EIA/EMPR in 
Section 13.5 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Do the illegal miners live in the mine? 
Mr Freddy Moketla confirmed that illegal miners stay 
on the mine’s premises for lengthy periods at a time. 

N/A 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Online 
consultation 
meeting  

12 January 
2022 

Thanked Ms Renee Kruger for delivering 
the presentation. He expressed concern 
that with the previous meetings and site 
visits, SAFCOL indicated that TGME 
should remain within the existing 

Ms Kruger thanked Mr Foster for his questions and 
comments. In terms of the project footprint, she 
indicated that she would share the layouts with Mr 
Foster in shapefile, Google Maps file, or KML format, 
and then Mr Foster will be able to see where the 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the current 
layouts.  
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footprint. He indicated that since the 
proposed project will require an 
additional area of 2 hectares (ha), SAFCOL 
would like to know to which project 
site(s) this expansion will be applicable. 
He emphasized that the expansion should 
be contained within the existing 
footprint. 

project area falls. She also indicated that the 
engineers are busy with the final designs, they are just 
waiting for the specialists’ input to finalise the 
designs.  

Ms Kruger explained that the additional 2 ha includes 
all the project areas namely Frankfort, Clewer, Dukes 
and Morgenzon (CDM) and Beta North combined. 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Online 
consultation 
meeting 

12 January 
2022 

Suggested that since there will be an 
expansion of powerlines in the Frankfort 
and CDM areas, which will probably cross 
the state forest land as well, there must 
be good management because additional 
powerlines lead to additional fire risks.  
He indicated that an application for a 
permit under the National Forests Act 
(No. 84 of 1998) might be a requirement 
due to the expansion of the powerlines. 

Further advised that in terms of the 
Duke’s area, the project team might have 
to consult with the Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DEFF) since it is within a forest nature 
reserve. In terms of the commercial 

Ms Kruger indicated that the project team would like 
to have a separate discussion with Mr Foster 
regarding the forest permits that might be required 
due to the expansion of the powerlines in future. 

N/A 
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forests, SAFCOL will then be mandated to 
deal with the implications of the 
expansion. 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Online 
consultation 
meeting 

12 January 
2022 

Indicated that it would be good to see 
that one of the benefits of the proposed 
project is to deal with illegal mining 
because illegal mining in the area is 
rampant. He suggested that the illegal 
miners must be dealt with in such a way 
that does not shift them to a different 
area or property and then they continue 
with the same process. 

Ms Kruger thanked Mr Foster for his comment. She 
indicated that in terms of dealing with the illegal 
miners, TGME is planning on hiring a very reputable 
security company that will assist with the removal of 
the illegal miners.  Mining areas will then need to be 
secured during the removal of the illegal miners. 
There will be a detailed and well planned-out process 
that will be followed to deal with the problem. There 
have also been discussions with the Department of 
Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) regarding the 
prevalence of illegal mining in the area as the DMRE 
also has a dedicated unit that deals with these types 
of operations. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 of the 
EIA/EMPR 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

Online 
consultation 
meeting 

12 January 
2022 

Commented that in terms of 
rehabilitation, TGME has indicated that it 
will deal with some of the areas that have 
been disturbed by the illegal miners, but 
the document speaks of rehabilitating 
areas in close proximity to the TGME 
operation. He asked what “close 
proximity” means in this context; how far 

Ms Kruger explained that in terms of rehabilitation, 
currently a 1km radius from the project sites are being 
targeted for rehabilitation, and that also forms part of 
the compensation study as well as the financial 
rehabilitation that will be proposed in the EMPr 
processes, according to the NEMA requirements. 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 for the 
plans regarding 
the continued 
mining.  
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rehabilitation will go from the TGME 
property. 

Mr Paul 
Wainwright 

E-mail 
correspondence 

12 January 
2022 

We wish to remind you that SAFCOL’s 
support for this project has been based 
from the outset on the clearly stated 
commitment by TGME that there will be 
no further disturbances beyond the 
existing agreed footprint of the mines 
concerned. It is for this reason that we 
have previously requested clear GPS / GIS 
information in order for us to mark the 
areas on our plantation maps. 

We see no reference to this commitment 
in the documents you have sent, and we 
believe this is a crucial omission. We have 
sought and received assurance on this 
stipulation on numerous occasions during 
our discussions and would like to see the 
verbal agreement reduced to writing to 
avoid any future dispute or 
misunderstandings please. SAFCOL will 
not sign off on any document unless and 
until such a written undertaking is in 
place. 

As per the concerns from SAFCOL raised regarding the 
clearance of vegetation we would like to present the 
layout shapes as currently available as applicable to 
the SAFCOL lease areas.  These are updated layouts 
from those presented in reports. These updates have 
been drafted based on your concerns around 
vegetation clearance as presented in the scoping 
report conceptual designs. The environmental and 
engineering team are continuously through the EIA 
process working on more optimised designs. This is 
leading to a reduction in vegetation clearance, 
without compromising on the legislated requirements 
for safe and sufficient operational infrastructure for 
the underground mining at each shaft.   

It should be noted that the designs will undergo 
further optimisation once the summer surveys are 
completed by the ecologist (currently being 
undertaken). The approach will remain the same to 
reduce/limited any type of vegetation clearance. As 
mentioned, attached are the most recent updated 
designs as presented by the civil engineers. We would 
greatly appreciate to be provide an opportunity to 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
layouts. Section 
7 included 
alternatives 
leading to 
reductions on 
areas.  All 
infrastructure 
are placed on 
previous 
disturbed areas.  
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SAFCOL reserves the right to withdraw its 
support unconditionally and will raise 
formal objection to any plans to disturb 
areas outside of the existing agreed 
footprint, however small. 

We trust that the commitment given us 
by your senior management will be 
honoured in full, and that this will be laid 
down in writing as requested please. 

discuss these in more detail with SAFCOL in a face-to-
face meeting prior to entering the EIA phase 
reporting.  

As summary the following has been provided by the 
Environmental and Engineering team around the 
rational for the most current designs (as attached)- 
clear maps with sensitivity overlays will be presented 
after the summer field work: 

❖ Frankfort 

At Frankfort limited disturbance/clearance will be 
required as part of effective stormwater run-off due 
to steep slopes from the adit to the pollution control 
facility located to the south of the adit. These areas 
have already been greatly reduced – refer to the 
layout alternatives as presented in the DRS for initial 
reductions.  

In the scoping level layouts, the central stormwater 
facility has been removed to avoid additional 
clearance of vegetation and all stormwater diverted to 
a central facility located on a previously disturbed 
footprint. 

The DMS Plant and supporting infrastructure 
(platform area) for underground has been placed on 
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the most disturbed and less sensitive area available to 
accommodate the infrastructure required. The 
workshop and portable toilet area initially was 
proposed on the North-eastern side of the platform 
area; however, this would have been located in close 
proximity to the floodline/drainage and placed within 
the sensitive areas identified by the biodiversity study. 
To comply with the requirements of Regulations on 
Use of Water for Mining and Related Activities Aimed 
at the Protection of Water Resources, published in GN 
704 GG 32916 of 4 June 1999 under the National 
Water Act 36 of 1998 (GN 704 of 1999) it was decided 
to move the workshop and portable toilet facility to 
the north western side which would lead to minimal 
vegetation clearance. This will reduce the risk of any 
possible spills entering the drainage area.  

❖ Dukes 

Vegetation clearance will take place on patches where 
vegetation, of which mostly consists of alien invasive 
vegetation, has established and plant growth have re-
established within the previously disturbed area.  
These areas are required for the effective water 
management in terms of GN 704 of 1999 as well as 
sufficient capacity for waste residue deposits (Waste 
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rock dumps). The area has been designed in the least 
sensitive areas as identified by the ecologist through 
biodiversity surveys. Optimisations from the scoping 
include infrastructure being placed more condensed 
that previously presented. 

❖ Morgenzon 

The Morgenzon layout has been limited to only 
disturbed areas. 

We trust that you find the above in order, please do 
not hesitate to contact us for more information or 
questions. Please let us know when your team will be 
available for the meeting requested above. 

Mr Chris Foster, 
Environmental 
Practitioner 

E-Mail 
correspondence 

27 January 
2022 

1. As raised in other meetings and 
engagements, SAFCOL has made it clear 
for which assurance was given by TGME 
representatives, that the footprint of the 
existing mines would not increase. The 
report lists the current and proposed – 
“but not limited to” - infrastructure per 
site – indicating an additional 2 ha in total 
may be required. In various parts of the 
report, the statement “to keep the 

1. As per the concerns from SAFCOL raised regarding 
the clearance of vegetation we would like to present 
the layout shapes as currently available as applicable 
to the SAFCOL lease areas.  These are updated layouts 
from those presented in reports. These updates have 
been drafted based on your concerns around 
vegetation clearance as presented in the scoping 
report conceptual designs. The environmental and 
engineering team are continuously through the EIA 
process working on more optimised designs. This is 
leading to a reduction in vegetation clearance, 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
layouts. Section 
7 included 
alternatives 
leading to 
reductions on 
layouts.  
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footprint to the minimum – i.e. within 
previously disturbed area”, is used. 

 

without compromising on the legislated requirements 
for safe and sufficient operational infrastructure for 
the underground mining at each shaft.   

It should be noted that the designs will undergo 
further optimisation once the summer surveys are 
completed by the ecologist (currently being 
undertaken). The approach will remain the same to 
reduce/limited any type of vegetation clearance. As 
mentioned, attached are the most recent updated 
designs as presented by the civil engineers. We would 
greatly appreciate to be provide an opportunity to 
discuss these in more detail with SAFCOL in a face-to-
face meeting prior to entering the EIA phase 
reporting.  

As summary the following has been provided by the 
Environmental and Engineering team around the 
rational for the most current designs (as attached)- 
clear maps with sensitivity overlays will be presented 
after the summer field work: 

❖ Frankfort 

At Frankfort limited disturbance/clearance will be 
required as part of effective stormwater run-off due 
to steep slopes from the adit to the pollution control 
facility located to the south of the adit. These areas 
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have already been greatly reduced – refer to the 
layout alternatives as presented in the DRS for initial 
reductions.  

In the scoping level layouts, the central stormwater 
facility has been removed to avoid additional 
clearance of vegetation and all stormwater diverted to 
a central facility located on a previously disturbed 
footprint. 

The DMS Plant and supporting infrastructure 
(platform area) for underground has been placed on 
the most disturbed and less sensitive area available to 
accommodate the infrastructure required. The 
workshop and portable toilet area initially was 
proposed on the North-eastern side of the platform 
area; however, this would have been located in close 
proximity to the floodline/drainage and placed within 
the sensitive areas identified by the biodiversity study. 
To comply with the requirements of Regulations on 
Use of Water for Mining and Related Activities Aimed 
at the Protection of Water Resources, published in GN 
704 GG 32916 of 4 June 1999 under the National 
Water Act 36 of 1998 (GN 704 of 1999) it was decided 
to move the workshop and portable toilet facility to 
the north western side which would lead to minimal 
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vegetation clearance. This will reduce the risk of any 
possible spills entering the drainage area.  

❖ Dukes 

Vegetation clearance will take place on patches where 
vegetation, of which mostly consists of alien invasive 
vegetation, has established and plant growth have re-
established within the previously disturbed area.  
These areas are required for the effective water 
management in terms of GN 704 of 1999 as well as 
sufficient capacity for waste residue deposits (Waste 
rock dumps). The area has been designed in the least 
sensitive areas as identified by the ecologist through 
biodiversity surveys. Optimisations from the scoping 
include infrastructure being placed more condensed 
that previously presented. 

❖ Morgenzon 

The Morgenzon layout has been limited to only 
disturbed areas. 

 

We trust that you find the above in order, please do 
not hesitate to contact us for more information or 
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questions. Please let us know when your team will be 
available for the meeting requested above. 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

2. As regards the benefits listed for 
reopening these historical mines, the 
issue of illegal mining and the monitoring 
and management thereof must be 
included as a benefit. There must be a 
commitment that this issue will be 
addressed as these activities are taking 
place within the TGME mining right area. 

2. Thank you for your comment. The monitoring and 
management of the removal of illegal miners from the 
area will be listed as a benefit of the project going 
ahead.  

TGME together with its strategic security partner, an 
industry leader dealing with illegal mining activities in 
South Africa has developed a comprehensive security 
strategy to deal with the illegal miners in and around 
the proposed 83MR project area. This security 
strategy will be implemented as part of the start-up 
phase of the Mines, included in this strategy is asset 
protection, offsite video surveillance, guarding, and 
fencing of the Mine footprints. TGME is in 
consultation with various parties to deal with the 
matter at hand, including participating in the Illegal 
Mining Forum. This forum is chaired by the South 
African Police Services (SAPS) and attended by the 
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) 
and various other Mining companies. 

N/A 
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Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

3. Final construction designs and layout 
of infrastructure and usage is regulated in 
the regulations of the NFA (84 of 1998) – 
Chapter 4 (Licences) of the NFA 
Regulations. 

3. Thank you for your comment. The final construction 
designs have taken into consideration the 
requirements of the regulations of the National Forest 
Act, 1998 (Act 84 of 1998) (NFA). The final designs 
which are currently underway with inputs from the 
specialists will be provided to SAFCOL together with 
the NFA permit application for the Frankfort area. 

Refer to Section 

4.4 and 4.5. 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

4. The possibility of obtaining ESKOM 
power in future is noted. Will the route 
determination and associated impacts be 
addressed in the EIA phase?  

4. Currently the shaft areas will rely on generator 
power.  TGME is at present in discussion with Eskom 
regarding future powerlines, but this does not form 
part of the scope of this project and will not be 
addressed in the EIA phase. A separate EA process will 
be required for future Eskom powerlines and routes. 

Refer to Section 

4.5.7 for power 

supply. 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

5. Looking into the investigation of the 
“No Go” alternative during the EIA phase, 
is welcomed. 

5. Thank you for this comment, it is noted. N/A 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 
6. Page 38 indicates that the activity area 
is 99413,3366ha, an obvious error. 

6. Thank you for this valuable comment. The scoping 
report has been updated to correct the error to reflect 
the correct reference of 9413Ha referring to the 
mining right. 

Section 3.3 
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Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 
7. Dirty water collection dams. Are they 
to be lined? 

7. The water management system is being designed 
and implemented based on the principles of GN 704 
of 1999. All dirty water dams will be lined to comply 
with the legal requirements and the requirements of 
the DWS. 

N/A 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

8. Although included in the list of 
abbreviations the “Life of Mine (LoM) is 
not indicated in the scoping report. 

8. Thank you for this valuable comment, the 
abbreviation has been removed. 

N/A 

Mr Chris Foster, 

Environmental 

Practitioner 

E-Mail 

correspondence 

27 January 

2022 

9. The word “should” is used in some 
sections of the report. This verbal form of 
expression indicates that among several 
possibilities, one is recommended as 
particularly suitable, without mentioning 
or excluding others or that a certain 
course of action is preferred, but not 
necessarily required. “Shall” indicates 
that the requirement is strictly followed 
in order to conform to the document / 
report / recommendation. 

9. Thank you for this valuable comment, the word 
“should” has been replaced in the updated scoping 
report where required. 

Various sections 

of the report 

Mr Paul 

Wainwright 

One-on-one 

consultation  

23 February 

2022 
Asked if the Frankfort area is not within 
the historically disturbed area. 

Ms Renee Kruger indicated that the Frankfort area is 
within a historically disturbed area. 

Refer to Section 

4.4 and 4.5 of 

the EIA/EMPR 
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report. 

Alternatives are 

discussed in 

Section 7 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Clarified that he meant to ask if the 
Frankfort area is within the original 
(historical) footprint. He further sought 
clarity whether the area is not an 
addition to the footprint. 

The project team confirmed that Frankfort is within 
the original footprint and is therefore not an addition 
to the footprint. 

Refer to Section 

4.4 and 4.5 of 

the EIA/EMPR 

report. 

Alternatives are 

discussed in 

Section 7 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Advised that in terms of the fire belt 
implementation, the project team would 
have to consult with SAFCOL’s plantation 
manager at Morgenzon, because the 
plantation manager is responsible for the 
burning of the Forest Nature Reserve 
(FNR) on a rotational basis. 

The project team noted this. 

Fire 

management 

have been 

included in the 

mitigation 

measures under 

Section 13.5 

Mr Jacques Du 

Triou , TGME  

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Asked if the burning of the FNR is done 
on behalf of the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE). 

Mr Wainright confirmed that the burning of the FNR is 
done on behalf of DFFE. 

N/A 
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Ms Renee 

Kruger , OMI 

Solutions (Pty) 

Ltd 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Asked if the plantation is responsible for 
the fire management on the property, as 
well as managing the property. 

Mr Wainwright indicated that the plantation manages 
the fire and not the property. 

N/A 

Mr Chris Foster 
One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Advised that the project team should also 
consult with DFFE regarding the fire belt 
implementation. The area being declared 
as an FNR might mean that DFFE has its 
own management plans which looks at 
fire regimes. 

The project team noted this. 

Refer to 

Annexure E for 

consultation 

with the DFFE 

Mr Leshoto 

(Freddy) 

Moketla, TGME  

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Asked if it would be possible for SAFCOL 
to share their fire management 
procedures with TGME in preparation for 
the meeting that is scheduled for 03 
March 2022 with DFFE. 

Mr Chris Foster indicated that SAFCOL can share the 
procedures with TGME. He further explained that at 
this stage, SAFCOL just does a rotational burn. 

N/A 

Mr Paul 

Wainwright 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Advised and emphasised that the project 
team should first consult with DFFE 
regarding its fire management plan for 
the future, especially since the area is 
declared an FNR. If DFFE indicates that it 
is happy for SAFCOL to continue with the 
fire management, then the project team 

Ms Kruger thanked Mr Wainwright for his advice. N/A 
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can consult the SAFCOL plantation 
manager regarding the fire management 
procedures. 

Ms Suzette 

Hartzer-Marais, 

TGME 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Indicated that the draft of the Frankfort 
NFA permit application is complete and is 
ready for submission. She asked who at 
SAFCOL should the application be sent to 
and in what format. 

Mr Wainwright indicated that it could be sent to Ms 
Rika Hollestein via email.   

N/A 

Ms Rene Kruger, 

OMI Solutions 

(Pty) Ltd 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Sought confirmation on whether the 
Dukes area permit application goes to 
SAFCOL. 

Mr Wainwright confirmed that it does not go to 
SAFCOL.  He indicated that it might have to go DFFE. 

N/A 

Mr Paul 

Wainwright 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Indicated that regarding landowner 
consent, SAFCOL is not the landowner 
but the land user. He further indicated 
that the land is owned by DFFE.  

He stated that SAFCOL can give TGME 
consent on the basis that the project is 
contained within the original footprint 
that was agreed on. 

He further stated that SAFCOL has 
received co-ordinates from TGME which 
it has uploaded onto its GIS system, and it 

The project team noted this. N/A 
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is happy with where the proposed 
projects sites are located. 

Mr Paul 

Wainwright 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 
Asked Mr Selby Mwelase if he will be the 
one to sign the land user consent letter. 

Mr Mwelase explained that he had spoken to the 
SAFCOL Chief Operating Officer (COO), and he 
indicated that he would like to get background 
information. One of the things he wanted to find out 
was if consent was originally issued, because 
according to his understanding, the operations were 
previously suspended. 

N/A 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Suggested that he and Mr Mwelase 
should have a discussion where he will 
give Mr Mwelsase the background of the 
project. Mr Mwelase will then relay the 
project information to the COO who will 
then sign the consent letter. 

Mr Mwelase indicated that the COO is the one who 
has the power of signature to sign the consent letter, 
but before he can sign the letter, he will need a lot of 
background information relating to the project. 

Post meeting note: information was provided to 
SAFCOL 

N/A 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Indicated that SAFCOL will try to provide 
the project team with the consent letter 
as soon it can. They will first have to 
consult the COO before the letter can be 
finalised and signed off. 

The project team noted this and thanked Mr 
Wainwright. 

N/A 
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Mr Jacques Du 

Triou , TGME  

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 
Thanked the SAFCOL team for their time 
and support. 

This was noted.  N/A 

Mr Selby 

Mwelase 

One-on-one 

consultation 

23 February 

2022 

Stated that one of the issues that the 
COO raised was the concern surrounding 
illegal mining which could lead to illegal 
trespassing into the SAFCOL properties. 
He advised that the issue should be 
covered in the consent letter. 

Mr Wainwright indicated that they will discuss this 
with Mr Mwelase. 

N/A 

3 Directly Affected Farm workers 

During the compilation of the Comments Responses Report, no comments were received from this stakeholder group.  

4 Adjacent Landowners/ occupiers 

Mr Hilary 
Lachermeier 

E-mail 
correspondence 

06 January 
2022 

Please note that the farm has been sold 
to Driken Grobler, who is included in this 
email. 

We will update our database accordingly. Could you 
please just indicate your property details. 

Section 2 of the 
report has been 
amended 

Mr Hilary 
Lachermeier 

E-mail 
correspondence 

10 January 
2022 

The farm is made up of various portions 
Doornhoek 545K-Remainder of Portion 7, 
15, 20 and 31. It was known as Lachland.  

This was noted.  
Section 2 of the 
report has been 
amended 
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Mr Dirken 
Grobler  

E-mail 
correspondence 

05 February 
2022 

As a listed stakeholder in the new 
proposed mining project. What is the way 
forward regarding farm activities, etc? 

Only existing footprints will be used for the 
redevelopment of the mining activities. None of the 
surrounding farming activities will be impacted on by 
the mine development.   

Refer to Section 
4 for the project 
description 

5 Host Community/ies 

Mr Joseph 
Khumalo 

Community 
Representative 

Pilgrims Rest 
Community 
Representative 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

It is important to get mining going, 
reduce illegal presence, improve safety 
and tourism and reduce environmental 
degradation. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Mr Godfrey 
Sedibe 

Joint 
Community 
Forum  

E-Mail 
correspondence 

20 December 
2021 

My interest in the application is security 
services.  

Thanks for registering for this project. Kindly see the 
release code to access this project: TGME Project 

N/A 

Mr Godfrey 
Sedibe 

Written 
Comment  

06 January 
2022 

We welcome the decision of the 
proposed project. It will assist in terms of 
job opportunities; business opportunities 

This comment was noted.  N/A 
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Joint 
Community 
Forum  

will also assist in terms of reviving the 
economy of our municipality. The 
proposed project is a good initiative. I am 
really looking forward to this 
development.  

Mr Jeofrey 
Phelepe 

Community 
Trust Board 

Ward 9 Trustee 

Face-to-face 
consultation 
meeting 

13 January 
2022 

Expressed concern that illegal mining in 
the area is rampant. He asked how illegal 
mining is going to be dealt with so that it 
does not jeopardize the proposed 
project. 

Mr Bradly Thornton explained that even though there 
is no straightforward solution to dealing with illegal 
miners yet, implementing tight security is one of the 
approaches that will be used to deal with illegal 
mining. TGME is also in consultation with various 
parties to deal with the matter at hand.  

Mr Leshoto Moketla indicated that there are Illegal 
Mining Forum meetings that TGME attends every 
three months. The Department of Mineral Resources 
and Energy (DMRE) and the South African Police 
Services (SAPS) officials also attend these meetings. 
The forum is not fully functional yet, but once it is, it 
will deal with the illegal mining problem. The 
community is also welcome to attend these meetings 
so that it can express its concerns surrounding illegal 
mining. 

N/A 

The mitigation is 
included in 
Section 13.5 of 
the report 
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Mr Jeofrey 
Phelepe 

Community 
Trust Board 

Ward 9 Trustee 

Face-to-face 
consultation 
meeting 

13 January 
2022 

Asked how traffic will be managed when 
the proposed project comes into effect 
because some of the roads in the 
Pilgrim’s Rest area cannot accommodate 
high traffic volumes due to them being 
narrow. 

Ms Renee Kruger explained that the Traffic Impact 
Assessment (TIA) process will help with the 
management of traffic. She explained that the TIA will 
assess how the proposed project will impact traffic, 
and then mitigation measures will be proposed.  The 
impacts and mitigation measures will also be 
discussed with the South African National Roads 
Agency (SANRAL). The mitigation measures will 
possibly include upgrades to some road sections to 
accommodate the increase in traffic volume; this will 
be determined and presented in the EIA phase. 

Refer to Section 
9.13.7 

Mr Jeofrey 
Phelepe 

Community 
Trust Board 

Ward 9 Trustee 

Face-to-face 
consultation 
meeting 

13 January 
2022 

Thanked the project team for the project 
because he believes that it will have a 
good socio-economic impact on the 
Pilgrim’s Rest community. He commented 
that he is in great support of the project 
and would like to see it running soon so 
that Pilgrim’s Rest can be developed. 

Mr Bradly Thornton thanked Mr Phelepe for his 
comment and support. 

N/A 

Ms Lorraine 
Phiri 

Community 
Trust Board 

Face-to-face 
consultation 
meeting 

13 January 
2022 

Expressed that she is impressed with the 
progress of the project, more especially 
the studies that have been undertaken 
and the mitigation measures that have 
been included in these studies. 

Mr Bradly Thornton thanked Ms Phiri for the 
feedback. 

N/A 
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Ward 8 Trustee 

Mr Surprise 
Mapanga 

Mine Steering 
Committee 

Open Day  
13 January 
2022 

Commented that the Mining Steering 
Committee has engaged with the MEC for 
Community Safety, Security and Liaison 
to help address the issue of illegal mining 
in the area because it is negatively 
impacting Pilgrim’s Rest and surrounding 
areas. He expressed support for the 
proposed project by stating that he is 
keen to see it coming into effect soon, 
but the illegal miners must be dealt with 
accordingly. 

Mr Thornton noted Mr Mapanga’s comment and 
indicated that even though there is no straightforward 
procedure to deal with illegal miners, TGME will deal 
with illegal mining accordingly once the proposed 
mines are in full operation. 

N/A 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Mr Joseph 
Khumlao 

Mine Steering 
Committee 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Stated that this is the fourth EIA study 
that was done since 2016. He then asked 
what the results were of the previous 
studies.  

Ms Kruger stated that the last study that was done 
was in relation to the project that is referred to as 
Theta Project, which was an open pit mining 
development. TGME has brought in new management 
to re-evaluate the feasibility of the project and for 
their current operations and they have found that 
open pit mining is not currently feasible. They 
established that it is much more feasible to mine 
underground as it also avoids environmental impacts 
associated with open pit mining.  

N/A 
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Ms Kruger further explained that there were 
objections against the Theta Project and the project 
has therefore been placed on hold., TGME has had to 
re-evaluate their strategy and then opted to do 
underground mining. 

Stated that the community has invited 
the Premier of Mpumalanga for 
assistance regarding the Theta project. 
He further stated that they heard that the 
Water Use Licence (WUL) and other 
outstanding permits were holding up the 
progress of the project 

Ms Kruger stated that the mining right has been 
previously granted, but it should also be noted that 
there are other permits that still require to be applied 
for as part of this specific project.  

Post meeting note: A list of the required applications 
have been provided to Mr Joseph Khumalo by TGME. 

Section 3 and 
Section 5 refers 
to the permits 
and legislation 
to be headed to 
in the project.  

Asked if there will be any operational 
activities that will take place after the 
WUL has been submitted, or the project 
can only proceed after all the other 
licences have been submitted. 

Ms Kruger stated that all required applications must 
be submitted and approved before the mine can 
operate legally. As part of the new design, there needs 
to be a new WUL that must be applied for. The new 
WUL must be submitted and approved because of the 
change in the scope of work. 

Section 3 and 
Section 5 refers 
to the permits 
and legislation 
to be headed to 
in the project. 

Asked if there are going to be any mining 
activities that will take place this year. 

Ms Kruger stated that there will be very little activities 
that will take place should the project be accepted. 

N/A 

Asked which department will be able to 
assist with the speeding up of the process 

Ms Kruger answered that several departments are 
involved because different permits and licences are 

Section 3 and 
Section 5 refers 
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of obtaining the relevant permit to start 
the project. 

required for the proposed project to commence. The 
different departments are the Department of the 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DFFE); 
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE); 
Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS); Ehlanzeni 
District Municipality; and the South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA). 

to the permits 
and legislation 
to be headed to 
in the project.. 

Mr Lucricia 
Mashego  

Ward 
Committee 
Member  

Email 

Correspondence 

16 February 

2022 
How far are you with the contracts that 
will open the TGME mines? 

The contracts for work to be conducted at TGME will 
only open once all the required environmental 
approvals have been obtained for the proposed 
project. The construction, should all approvals be 
received, is only expected in Q2 of 2023. We will keep 
you updated with the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) process as it progresses. 

N/A 

6 District Municipality: Ehlanzeni District Municipality (EDM) 

Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Asked if the emissions report will be 
included as part of the EIA report. 

Ms Kruger confirmed that the emissions report will be 
appended to the EIA report. She added that the 
Scoping Report will provide baseline data of the study 
area. 

Refer to Section 
9.3 and 
Annexure I 
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Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Requested TGME to invite Ehlanzeni 
District Municipality to a site visit. 

The request was noted. N/A 

Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Asked what the expected Life of Mine 
(LoM) is. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana said the LoM is expected to 
between 7 - 8 years.  

Refer to Section 
4 

Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Recommended that the Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) application be 
registered on the South African 
Atmospheric Emission Licensing and 
Inventory Portal (SAAELIP). 

Ms Thabile stated that each activity 
triggered in terms of the National 
Environmental Management: Air Quality 
Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004), will be at 
R10 000 per activity. 

Ms Thabile explained the submission/ 
approval of the AELs follows: 

Officials from the District Municipality 
will review the application.  

Comment was noted. 
Refer to Section 
9.3 
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Following the review, a site visit will be 
initiated. 

Officials from the District Municipality 
will draft an AEL - TGME will be provided 
with an opportunity to review the AEL 
prior to it being finalised. 

Mr Bradly 
Thornton 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Asked if the District Municipality will 
consider processing the AEL should there 
be any appeals on an EA.  

Ms Mahlaku said that the AEL will only be granted if 
there are no appeals against the project. 

N/A 

Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Requested that all environmental reports 
for review and comment must be sent to 
the attention of Ms Rirhandzu Ntusi. 

Comment was noted. N/A 

Ms Rirhandzu 
Ntusi 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting  

20 October 
2021 

Thanked TGME for the presentation and 
for considering the District Municipality 
as key stakeholder in the proposed 
project. 

She said the proposed project and 
TGME’s Social Responsibility is noted and 
welcomed by the District Municipality.  

Comment was noted. N/A 
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Ms Thabile 
Mahlaku 

Open Day 
15 January 
2022 

Asked if literacy was considered when 
conducting the public participation 
process. 

Ms Kruger informed Ms Mahlaku that literacy was 
considered; the non-technical summary is provided in 
various languages to accommodate the community 
members, and when stakeholders are consulted by 
specialists, translators accompany them. The open 
days also assist where people cannot read the 
documents. 

Refer to Section 
8 for the actions 
undertaken for 
the consultation 
as well as 
Annexure E 
Public 
participation 
report 

7 Local Municipality: Thaba Chweu Local Municipality (TCLM) 

Mr Amos 
Ngomane  

Written 
Comment  

05 January 
2022 

No activity can commence without the 
EA.  

This comment was noted.  N/A 

Mr Amos 
Ngomane 

Virtual Meeting 
(Microsoft 
Teams) 

21 January 
2022 

Asked what the remaining mining life 
span is. 

Ms Renee Kruger indicated that for this project, TGME 
is considering a seven to ten-year expansion of the 
mining. She explained that the current mining right 
was granted until 2023 and therefore the renewal of 
the mining right for these future operations is 
underway. 

Section 4 

Asked if in terms of waste management 
there is a particular landfill site that is 

Ms Suzette Hartzer-Marais explained that TGME will 
develop a full waste management procedure for the 
proposed operations. She further explained that a 

Refer to Section 
4.5.10 
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going to be used to dispose mining waste, 
or if TGME will develop its own landfill. 

waste classification has been undertaken to 
determine the waste type that will be disposed on the 
tailings disposal facility and the waste rock dumps. 
According to that, a Waste Management Licence 
(WML) will be applied for, and the tailings disposal 
facility will be managed in compliance with conditions 
of the licence.  

Ms Kruger substantiated that for other waste, there 
will be a procedure in place; the waste will be taken to 
a registered landfill site and waybills will be available 
after disposal. 

Asked if the waste will be taken to a 
registered municipal landfill site or TGME 
will develop its own landfill site. 

Ms Kruger indicated that the WML that is being 
applied for is for the management of waste rock and 
the tailings storage facility. The other activities will 
form part of the waste procedure and that waste will 
be taken to the landfill site. 

Refer to Section 
4.5.10 

Commented that the presentation was 
clear and well-structured, and all the 
areas of concern were covered. He stated 
that he is comfortable with the project 
going forward and will await the EIA 
report. 

Ms Kruger thanked Mr Ngomane and indicated that 
his comments and concerns are welcome and he 
should not feel limited to the public review periods to 
send his comments.  

Ms Kruger thanked Mr Ngomane for his attendance 
before closing the meeting. 

N/A 
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Mr Mavin Pillay  Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if there are going to be separate 
roads constructed to accommodate the 
proposed project. 

Mr Thornton indicated that existing roads will be used 
for the project, however, the Traffic Impact 
Assessment (TIA) is currently underway. The aim of 
the TIA is to find and assess the best routes to use and 
to identify roads that may need improvements before 
use; this will be determined and presented in the EIA 
phase 

Refer to Section 
9.13.7 and 
Traffic impact in 
Section 13 

Mr Gregory Mas 

Ward 
Councillor: 
Ward 9 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if the specialist studies have been 
completed. 

Ms Kruger stated that the specialist studies are not 
complete yet but are still ongoing 

Specialist 
studies are 
attached as 
Annexure G to T 

8 Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) 

Mr Izak van der 
Merwe 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Asked that TGME send maps showing 
which land portions will be affected for 
Morgenzon and other protected areas as 
well as the impacts on the trees and 
forests there might be? 

Izak van der Merwe also indicated that 
the affected state forest area is actually 
mostly grassland, so it is Section 23 
licensing on State Forest that is at issue, 

Mr Botha indicated that the presentation has some 
maps to clarify what impacts there will be on trees 
and forest and that more detailed maps (fine scale 
maps) will be sent to DEFF. But that TGME does 
understand that a S23 licence will certainly be 
required, this will be made part of the Terms of 
Reference for the STS. 

Ecological 
sensitivity maps 
are shown in 
Section 9.10.  
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rather than Section 7 (clearance of 
natural forest trees or Section 15 cutting 
of protected trees). The state forest is 
managed as Primary Conservation Area. 

Mr Izak van der 
Merwe 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Asked that the presentation be emailed 
to all attendees. 

Mr Botha indicated that the presentation and maps 
will be emailed. 

N/A 

Ms Sibongile 
Mampe 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Asked if the Landowners of Morgenzon, 
Mount Sheba are aware of the proposed 
project.  She also asked if TGME could 
confirm if the final declaration of the 
intention to declare of Morgenzon as a 
Forest Nature Reserve has taken place. 

Mr Botha confirmed that the declaration has not been 
confirmed.  He also indicated that the landowner 
Mount Sheba is aware of the mining re the Beta 
Environmental process. 

Refer to Section 
9.10 and 
Section 10 for 
maps showing 
the protected 
areas.  

Mr Izak van der 
Merwe 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Indicated that it would be advisable to 
have a joint meeting/workshop with all 
the relevant stakeholders.  He mentioned 
the following stakeholders: Department 
of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment, SAFCOL, Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MPTA) and 
Kruger to Canyon (K2C). 

Comment was noted. N/A 
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Mr Izak van der 
Merwe 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Mr van der Merwe asked if there is 
perhaps an underground hydrological 
study available for the DFFE to have a 
look at. 

Mr Botha indicated that there was one done for the 
Beta open pit project, but for MR83 new studies will 
be done and shared with the stakeholders. 

Refer to Section 
9.9 and 
Annexure I.  

Ms Karen 
Govender 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Asked if the spatial database could be 
made available of the impacts on the 
insidiousness forest. 

Noted. N/A 

Ms Natasha 
Thomas- 
Kasangana 

Virtual Meeting 
(Zoom) 

15 
September 
2021 

Stated that TGME intends to arrange a 
site visit, DFFE and other key 
stakeholders will be invited.   

Mr Bester indicated that he would like to attend and 
Ms Sibongile Mampe indicated that we need to invite 
the following stakeholders to the site visit as well: 

❖ SAFCOL; 

❖ Mpumalanga Parks and Tourism Agency (MTPA); 

❖ Kruger to Canyon 

❖ DFFE Legal department; 

❖ Forestry, PA, and B&C section 

❖ DMRE representatives from the National and 
Regional offices. 

Refer Annexure 
E.  
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Ms Mulalo 
Sundani & Ms 
Shumani 
Dzivhani 

Written 
Comment  

06 January 
2022 

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment (DFFE): Forestry 
Branch is hereby acknowledged the 
opportunity to participated on the 
proposed Environmental authorisation 
process for the proposed Transvaal Gold 
Mining Estates Limited (TGME) Existing 
Underground Mine Redevelopment 
Project, Pilgrims Rest, Thaba Chweu Local 
Municipality - Mpumalanga Province. 

The mandate of the Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
(DFFE): Forestry Branch is to ensure 
sustainable forest management and the 
protection of certain forests and trees 
through the National Forests Act, 1998 
(Act No.84 of 1998). 

The project team noted this. N/A 

Miyelani 
Ngobeni  

Electronic 
Comment 

12 January 
2022 

My interest in this application is the 
forestry mandate.  

The project team noted this.  N/A 

Ms Mulalo 
Sundani 

Written 
Comment 

13 January 
2022 

My interest in this application is the EIA 
document.  

I received your voicemail and attempted to call you 
back. Please note that the password to access the 
documents for the above project is TGME Project as 
provided at the bottom of the registration page 

N/A 



 Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited: 83 MR  

Comments and Responses Report 

© 2022 Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

 

90 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

below. Please ensure that there are no spaces before 
or after the password. 

You can go to this page and enter the above password 
to access the documents: 
https://omisolutions.co.za/project-downloads-tgme-
exsisting-underground-mine-redevelopment-project 

Please let me know if you have further difficulty in 
accessing the documents and if we need to make 
alternative arrangements. 

Ms Mulalo 
Sundani  

E-mail  
18 January 
2022 

Kindly note that the provided below 
password is not working, the link rejected 
the password. 

Can you please forward the reports on 
my Gmail address if it’s big documents? 

Please see attached the scoping report without the 
Annexures. Please let me know if I should start 
sending you the annexures. 

N/A 

Mr Thivhulawi 
Nethononda 

E-mail  
21 January 
2022 

The Directorate: Protected Areas 
Planning and Management Effectiveness, 
would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to review the draft scoping 
report for the proposed TGME existing 
underground mine redevelopment 
project near Pilgrim’s rest in the 
Mpumalanga province. 

Thank you for this valuable comment. 

We are aware of the Declaration and TGME is 
engaging the Director for Forestry Regulation within 
DFFE (Mr AR Madula), as well as the Minister's office 
on the Declaration.   

We understand that as a pre-existing mining 
operation, that the operations may continue, subject 

Refer to Section 
12 
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As indicated in the draft scoping report 
submitted to us on the 6th of December 
2021, the Mining Right 83 (MR) 
associated with the proposed 
redevelopment project include but are 
not limited to Farm Morgenzon 525 KT 
and The Farm Peach Tree 544KT. 
Subsequently, such farm properties form 
part of the declared state forest 
properties as a Forest Nature Reserve 
under Sections 8(1) and 9 of the National 
Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of 1998). 
Therefore, certain properties in the 
applicant’s MR are situated on the 
Morgenzon Forest Nature Reserve 
declared under gazette No. 1062 
(attached in this email). 

to conditions that may be imposed by the Minister.  
TGME is actively engaging the Minister on these 
conditions. 

TGME will also be applying for the necessary licences 
that are now required in terms of the NFA to operate 
in a Forest Nature Reserve (FNR).   

Ms Mulalo 
Sundani  

E-mail  
26 January 
2022 

The Forestry Branch (Forestry Regulation 
and oversight) respectfully requests for 
an extension to submit the comment on 
the Transvaal Gold Mining Estates 
Limited MR 83- Environmental 
Authorisation draft Scoping report and 
Biodiversity Assessment report for 
the existing underground mine 

We really value the inputs from the DFFE on the 
project and would therefore welcome the comments 
to be submitted on the 31st of January 2022.  

It should be noted that the legal submission date to 
DMRE for the Final Scoping Report is the 3rd of 
February 2022 and thus there not sufficient time to 
address the comments in the Final Scoping Report.  

N/A 
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redevelopment project for TGME, in 
Mpumalanga on or before 31 January 
2022. 

However, as the process is also currently running, the 
comments and inputs received will be reflected and 
responded to in the EIA phase reporting and included 
in the EIA level comments and response report for 
verification.  

Ms Mulalo 
Sundani 

Written 
Comment 

03 February 
2022 

1. The Branch has taken note that the 
proposed underground mining 
activities are located within the 
below mentioned properties that 
have been declared State forests in 
terms of the National Forests Act of 
1998. Section 23 of the National 
Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of 1998) 
lists activities which may be licensed 
in a State Forest.  

Portions 1-5 and the Remaining 
Extent of the farm Frankfort 
509KT, the farm Krugers Hoop 
527 KT, portion 1 and the 
Remaining Extent of the farm 
Morgenzon 525 KT, the farm 
Peach Tree 544 KT, portions 18, 
portions 42, 43 and 44 and the 
Remaining Extent of the farm 

Discussion with the sub-directorate Forestry 
Regulations and Oversight was held on the 3rd and 4th 
of March 2022. This is in response to letters submitted 
to the Minister regarding the existing mining right of 
TGME over some areas of the Morgenzon State 
Forests. Conditions for continued mining are being 
evaluated by the sub directorate.  

N/A 
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Ponieskrans 543 KT and portion 
Grootfontein 562 KT.  

 

One of the farms affected by the 
mining activities is Morgenzon 
farm which has been declared by 
the Minister as a forest nature 
reserve in terms of Section 8(1) 
of the National Forests Act, 1998.  

 

2. Page 08 of the Biodiversity 
Assessment Report on Table 1 
confirms the presence of Northern 
Mistbelt forest on the proposed 
farms and the occurrence of the 
degraded habitat (mainly due to 
invasive plants and illegal mining 
activities). The site inspection report 
conducted by Forestry Scientific 
Services (Mr John Bester) on 18-21 
October 2021 also confirms the 
presence of the Northern Mistbelt 

The comment in noted. This has been confirmed again 
in the EIA level specialist reports. 

Refer to Section 
9.10 
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Forests and illegal activities on the 
site.  

Recommendation from the Department: 

❖ The proposed surface mining 
infrastructure footprint should 
not be expanded toward the 
pristine natural forests and 
existing structures (such as old 
TGME Process Plants and current 
Tailing Storage Facilities and 
other old plants) must be used.  

❖ All surface mining infrastructure 
must be excluded from the 
patches of natural forests. These 
should be indicated in the 
updated layout plan. 

❖ A buffer of at least 30m should 
be maintained around these 
natural forest patches.  

The philosophy of the project is to stay within 
previously developed footprints and to not disturb 
areas outside of the footprint.  

Updated layouts are being done to assure mining 
infrastructure is kept to previously disturbed 
footprints. Maps showing the updated layouts, natural 
forest as well as the 30m buffer will be included in the 
EIA reporting. 

Refer to Section 
9.10 and 
Section 11 

Request from the Department: 

❖ Page 18 of the Biodiversity 
Assessment, the report confirms 
the presence of protected tress 

The design philosophy is to not to cut, disturbed, 
damage, destroy or remove any protected tree but to 
rather design around and fence off these trees. Maps 
showing this will be included in the EIA reporting. 

Refer to Section 
9.10 Trees to 
leave have been 
marked.  
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species under the National 
Forests Act, 1988 such as Punus 
africana and Ocutea bullata. It 
should be noted that protected 
species may not be cute, 
disturbed, damaged, destroyed 
or removed without a licence in 
terms of section 15 of National 
Forests Act, 1998. The 
Department requests for the 
ecological report with all the list 
of plant species in the proposed 
mining area.  

Minister 
Barbara Creecy  

Written Letter  
07 February 
2022 

Your concerns regarding the declaration 
of certain state forest properties in 
Mpumalanga Province as forest nature 
reserves, under sections 8(1) and 9 of 
National Forests Act, 1998 (Act No.84 of 
1998) (NFA), have been duly taken note 
of and registered.  

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment (DFFE) would like to 
provide some clarity related to the 
declaration of the state forest properties 

The content of the written letter is noted.  

A site visit was conducted onsite the DFFE (Forestry 
Branch) on 3 March 2022 and workshop was held on 4 
March 2022 relating to this matter.   

N/A 
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as forest nature reserves, under 
Government Notice No. 1062, published 
in Government Gazette 45345 on 19 
October 2021. It should be noted that the 
outcome is a result of a process that 
commenced in 2012 and 2013. At that 
stage, many discussions and meetings 
have taken place between DFFE (then  
still the Department of Water Affairs and 
Forestry (DWAF)), and the former 
Department of Environmental Affairs 
(DEA), the South African Forestry 
Company SOC Limited (SAFCOL) as well as 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA), to discuss how SAFCOL and 
DWAF conservation areas could 
contribute to the mandate of MTPA 
concerning expanding the protected 
areas.  

This was then followed by the request 
from SAFCOL for declaration of certain 
portions of state forest properties in 
Mpumalanga namely: Berlin, 
Tweefontein, Blyde, Uitsoek and 
Morgenzon, as forest nature reserves 
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under sections 8(1) and 9 of the NFA. The 
DFFE conducted public consultations as 
required by sections 9(1) and (2) of the 
NFA and ultimately resolved to declare 
the properties as forest nature reserves. 
In terms of reasons, this declaration was 
informed by the request for declaration 
received from SAFCOL, scientific advice 
and the outcome of the public 
consultation process undertaken in terms 
of the NFA during which no objections 
against the declaration were raised, as 
well as the need for the additional 
protection that such declaration will 
afford to the affected area. Please note 
that this letter only briefly summarised 
some of the reasons and that I reserve 
the right to provide comprehensive 
reasons at a later stage, should it be 
necessary.  

The declaration was not a spontaneous 
decision as the actual publication in the 
Government Gazette was already at an 
advanced stage at the time the field 
inspection of 19 October 2021, was 
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undertaken. By virtue of the DFFE 
undertaking the field inspection, it serves 
as a clear indication that the DFFE is 
giving due attention to the concerns of 
TGME.  

Please note that various concerned 
stakeholders are considering the 
observations made during the site 
inspection of 19 October 2021. This 
means that liaisons with different 
components internally within the DFFE 
and external conservation stakeholders 
are taking place. The DFFE acknowledges 
receipt of the maps that were sent on 25 
October 2021 in KMZ format. These maps 
will be useful to determine the locality 
and nature of any specific concerns which 
overlap with the declared protected 
areas.  

The DFFE may enquire at this point 
whether the mining footprint areas above 
ground have been surveyed by a land 
surveyor and whether such diagrams will 
be available if required.  
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The urgency of our concerns is 
recognised, and the DFFE is giving 
focused attention to the matter. 
Feedback regarding this matter will be 
given in due course once consultations 
within the DFFE and the relevant 
stakeholders have been concluded.  

A meeting will be arranged with you in 
early 2022 to discuss and address the 
concerns you have raised in sufficient 
detail.  

 

Ms Mulalo 
Sundani & Mr 
Renny Madula  

Written Letter  
14 March 
2022 

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment (Forestry Branch) 
acknowledges the opportunity to provide 
inputs on the above-mentioned reports.   

The Department has noted that the final 
scoping report did not adequately 
address some of the preliminary 
comments as outlined in our letter dated 
03 February 2022. Copy of the letter is 
attached for easy reference. 

Thank you for your comments on the Final Scoping 
Report, we acknowledge receipt. As mentioned in the 
discussion prior to the submission of the comments 
the comments will be addressed in the EIA as the 
scoping report had to be submitted to the DMRE prior 
to the comments being received. Comments are 
therefore included into the EIA CRR- This report.  

N/A 
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It would be appreciated in you could 
provide the Department with the 
following information for us to be able to 
make informed comments on the 
proposal and/or scoping report: 

1. The final scoping report indicated 
that the proposed underground 
mining will require additional surface 
infrastructure to support the 
underground work and that a total 
area of approximately two hectares 
(2Ha) will be required outside the 
existing historical footprint. The 
Department requests for the layout 
maps indicating the mining proposal 
and all the spatial data for those 
maps indicating the extent of the 
area within the proposed 
approximately 2Ha (and those 
affected farm portions) that is going 
to be disturbed and needed outside 
the existing historical footprint. 

The EIA designs have led to a reduction in vegetation 
clearance, without compromising on the legislated 
requirements for safe and sufficient operational 
infrastructure for the underground mining at each 
shaft.  The approach was to reduce/limit any type of 
vegetation clearance. 

Vegetation clearance will take place on patches where 
vegetation, of which mostly consists of alien invasive 
vegetation, has established and plant growth have re-
established within the previously disturbed area.  
These areas are required for the effective water 
management in terms of GN 704 of 1999 as well as 
sufficient capacity for waste residue deposits (Waste 
rock dumps). The area has been designed in the least 
sensitive areas as identified by the ecologist through 
biodiversity surveys. Optimisations from the scoping 
include infrastructure being placed more condensed 
that previously presented as well as moving slightly 

Refer to Section 
7 

2. All additional surface mining 
infrastructure must be excluded from 
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the patches of natural forests as 
indicated in the previous comment 
dated 03 February2022. These should 
also be indicated in the updated 
layout plan. 

 

into more disturbed section. These small changes are 
optimised as far as reasonably possible.  

3. Indirect damage such as dust particles 
can affect trees around the surface 
areas of operations. Mitigation 
measures should be in place to 
address dust affecting natural forests. 
Therefore, a dispersion model is 
required to indicate how far the dust 
could be carried out by wind towards 
the trees.  

 

Dust suppression has been included in the EIA/EMPR 
mitigation measures to avoid ambient dust effect on 
natural forest areas around the adit areas.  

Refer to Section 
13.5 

4. Five (5) of the listed farms fall within 
the Morgenzon State forests. The 
following properties are State Forest 
land: Remainder of Morgenzon 
525KT, Remainder of Peach Tree 
544KT, Van der Merwes Reef 526KT, 
Krugers Hoop 527KT and Portions 
1,2,3 of Frankfort 509KT. Therefore, 

Forest permits, in terms of section 23 of the NFA, will 
be applied for as part of the licenses that are required 
prior to operations. It should be noted that the farms 
listed are all part of the approved mining right 
(granted 28 February 2008, effective date 16 October 
2013). No new properties have been added to the 
mining right.  

Refer to Section 
3 
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the proposed mining activities in a 
State Forest will trigger many listed 
activities that require a licence in 
terms of Section 23 of the National 
Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of 1998) 
(NFA) (Activities which may be 
licensed in a State forests). This 
provision contains a detail list of 
activities which may be licensed in a 
State forests.  

5. A 30m buffer around natural forests 
should be maintained within the 
proposed area to reduce the impact 
from mining activities. 

Infrastructure placed within the 30m buffer area is 
limited to the current adits and only placed on the 
previously disturbed areas. No new areas of 
disturbance is proposed as part of the project within 
the buffer zone.  

Refer to Section 
4 and Section 
9.10 

6. All comments indicated in the letter 
dated 03 February 2022 should be 
addressed and incorporated in the 
updated Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) reports/phase. 

Comments have been included in the CRR – this 
report.  

Comments are 
included in this 
report- 
Annexure E 

Mr Jacques Du 
Triou, 

TGME Limited 

One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked what intervention could be 
implemented to mitigate the current 
threats to the catchment if there is no 
financial intervention right now. 

Mr Botha explained that the financial intervention is 
critical and where the funds come from is a matter of 
discussion and debate, but it is imperative that action 
takes place to ensure that the status quo changes. He 
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stated that this is the key message that should be 
conveyed to the Minister. He further stated that the 
declaration of the Forest Nature Reserve (FNR) and 
the recent expansion of the catchment is reasonable, 
but without an increase in budget to manage the 
catchment, the threats will persist leading to a serious 
predicament for the State. 

Mr Renny 
Madula 

One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked Mr Botha if the reduced capacity of 
the Blyde Dam due the poor management 
of the Blyde River Catchment Area was 
considered. He further asked how the dam 
will be managed considering the current 
threats to the Blyde River system. 

Mr Botha indicated that The Nature Conservancy of 
South Africa is scoping out a Catchment Investment 
Programme for this. He further indicated that the 
Department of Water and Sanitation’s (DWS) gauging 
weir at Bourke’s Luck Potholes stopped functioning 
two years ago, and therefore the dam operators do 
not know how much water there is in the system. 
There is no river flow information that is being 
collected. He stated that catchment rehabilitation is 
crucial, but how that is paid for is a separate 
discussion. 

 

Mr Jacques Du 
Triou, 

TGME Limited 

 

One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked what the percentage of alien 
invasives is within the TGME mining right 
areas.   

Mr Botha explained that the project team does not 
know the specific percentage, but it can only be 
known once the final implementation planning in the 
Compensation Programme has been done. 
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Mr Richard 
Green  

 

One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Commented that for the Kruger to 
Canyons (K2C) planning, the Department 
of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
(DFFE) along with Working for Water 
(WfW) included the MR83 area into the 
planning process.  They are in the process 
of analysing the catchment starting from 
the top and going down and determining 
the invaded areas. He indicated that they 
have normal alien invasive figures, but 
they are incorrect. He further indicated 
that they are currently busy with an 
ecological assessment with K2C and other 
role players, but that process will probably 
only start this month (March 2022) and 
proceed until April 2022. 

Mr Botha noted Mr Greens comment. He indicated 
that K2C does not have specific data on the 
percentage of alien invasives present in the area, and 
has focused exclusively to date on the Blyde Canyon 
Nature Reserve, and not the full catchment. He then 
asked Mr Green if the Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) programme has provided funds for mapping 
the alien invasives in the area. 

 

Mr Richard 
Green  

One-on-one 
consultation  

04 March 
2022 

Stated that no funds have been provided 
by NRM yet, but their plan is to include it 
in the future. He further stated they are 
also working towards establishing more 
high-altitude teams to become available 
because some of the areas are 
inaccessible. He explained that another 
part of the planning is to get more 

Mr Botha asked who the key contact person is at 
NRM. 
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resources available and more people on 
the ground. 

Mr Richard 
Green 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that Mr Brendon Mashabane 
and Mr Jan Graf are the key contact 
people in the unit. 

Mr Botha noted this.  

Mr Richard 
Green 

 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that DFFE along with K2C are 
working to change the fire regime to one 
where burning is done in an ecological 
way, and where burning is not only done 
during specific seasons but throughout 
the year provided that the weather 
conditions are suitable. He further 
indicated that the planning of this is 
progressing well, and three workshops 
have been held already. The plan is to 
have more workshops to sensitise the 
plantation and the Forest Nature Reserve 
(FNR) management in the process of this 
new burning format 

Mr Botha indicated that he reviewed the patch mosaic 
burning guideline and he thought it was excellent.  He 
agreed that it is critical that the reserve managers 
start implementing the approach outlined in the 
guideline. He then asked who is going to be 
implementing the management plan for the 
Morgenzon FNR. He indicated that he is aware that 
there is no budget and staff for the plan. 

 

Mr Richard 
Green 

 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Mr Green stated that the South African 
Forestry Company Limited (SAFCOL) is 
currently doing the burning on their 
plantation boundaries and it is slowly 
coming on board to implement the patch 
mosaic burning system. 

There was no response to this comment. 

Post-meeting note:  

SAFCOL have indicated to TGME in their letter that 
they are not responsible for managing the addition to 
Morgenzon FNR. 
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An attendee 
One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked if the burning system will only apply 
to the SAFCOL area or if it will also include 
the portions towards Mount Sheba. 

Mr Green indicated that the Mount Sheba portions 
will be the responsibility of the Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency (MTPA). He further indicated that 
the areas that SAFCOL is responsible for stretch as far 
as the boundaries of SAFCOL and DFFE. 

 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Raised concern that in the meeting that 
was held on 1 October 2021, Mr Chris 
Foster from SAFCOL indicated that SAFCOL 
does not have the resources to do patch 
mosaic burning on the reserve itself and it 
only has resources to do fire belts.  
 
Mr Botha then indicated that even if 
SAFCOL tries the patch mosaic burning 
now, it would not succeed because 
burning around the plantations is done 
every year for grazing and that is a 
problem as it means there is not enough 
biomass holding the soil. Thus, there is not 
enough sponge effect to hold water for 
the dry season. He then indicated that an 
additional investment is required for fire 
management. 

Mr Green acknowledged that there are certain areas 
where there is high fire danger which would make it 
difficult to implement the patch mosaic burning 
system. He indicated that Morgenzon and Pilgrim’s 
Rest are among these areas hence the installation of 
smoke and fire detectors. 
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Mr Leshoto 
Moketla  
TGME Limited 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that he has been seeing a lot of 
logs that were cut, packed, and left on the 
ground around the plantation. He then 
asked what effect these logs have on the 
intensity of the fires. 

Mr Botha indicated that the logs have a big effect on 
the intensity of the fires. He indicated that once these 
logs or any other objects on the ground burn, they 
sterilise soil fungal growth and thereafter it becomes 
difficult to get anything else to grow on that soil 
except weeds. He emphasised the importance of good 
silviculture which is currently not being undertaken. 
He stated that this is the reason why one of the 
biggest components of the TGME compensation 
package is to manage the weed growth and 
revegetate with indigenous grass species. 

 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Pointed out that when the Blyde Dam 
drops below 40%, The downstream Blyde 
WUA is forced to pump at enormous 
expense to get water to the full extent of 
the irrigation system. He stated that if 
catchment rehabilitation can help keep 
that water above 40% leading to Water 
users saving on the pumping costs, maybe 
the Water User Association (WUA) (or 
CMA) can help invest in the clearing. 

Mr Du Triou said that this was a good point.  

Mr Miyelani 
Ngobeni 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked if inflation for the years to come 
was taken into consideration when 
calculating the Compensation Programme 
figures. 

Mr Botha indicated that inflation was taken into 
consideration. He said that he took everything as 
inflated by 6% per year. 
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Mr Richard 
Green 

 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Commented that it is essential that TGME, 
DFFE, Blyde River Restoration Group, K2C 
have a meeting in regard to the 
Compensation Programme. He indicated 
that K2C and the Blyde Restoration Group 
had access to funds but are concerned 
about these funds not being renewed. He 
stated that he believes that the Blyde 
Restoration Group and K2C connecting 
with TGME regarding the Compensation 
Programme could increase the possibility 
of getting funds internationally. 

Mr Botha agreed with Mr Green. The NRM funding 
agreement with the Blyde Restoration Group runs 
until April 2022. He stated that he believes that the 
Compensation Programme investment will anchor the 
catchment investment programme. He explained that 
he is assisting K2C with unlocking other funding. (Note 
that a meeting with the Blyde WUA and Blyde River 
Restoration Group is scheduled for 12 April 2022) 

 

Mr Richard 
Green 

 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Expressed confusion because it is stated 
on the presentation that the life of mine is 
7 years while the initial phase of the 
Compensation Programme is for a period 
of 11 years. 

Mr Botha explained that the reason why he insisted 
that TGME does not restrict the Compensation 
Programme to just the seven-year Life-of-mine 
window is because one cannot do that job properly 
within that timeframe. Successful rehabilitation takes 
a long time, and TGME has agreed to provide the 
funds beyond the initial period of the listed activities 
applied for. 

 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that it should be noted that he 
conceptualised the Compensation 
Programme with the consideration that 
the Minister is dissatisfied with the 
current compartmentalisation and silo 

There was no response to this comment.  
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approach within the NRM programmes; 
one team dealing with alien invasives and 
the other dealing with fire. He indicated 
that this Compensation Programme taking 
an integrated approach can speak to the 
Minister’s desire to find efficiencies in the 
various government land management 
efforts. 

Mr Renny 
Madula  

 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that the site visit and the 
presentation were informative. He stated 
that he agrees with Mr Botha’s concern 
about the silo approach within the NRM 
and the importance of following an 
integrated approach. He further 
highlighted the importance of DFFE having 
an engagement with the National 
Environmental Management: Protected 
Areas Act (NEMPAA) unit, NRM, and 
SAFCOL to discuss the importance of an 
integrated approach within the 
department. 

There was no response to this comment.  

Mr Mphikeleni 
Ndlela 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Indicated that Mr Botha covered 
everything that is important for the 
process. He further stated that he would 
email Mr Botha if he had any questions or 

The project team thanked Mr Ndlela for his comment.  
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inputs. He said that the meeting and the 
presentation could be shared with 
investors.  
 
He indicated that there is a letter that was 
sent to TGME by the Minister, and this 
letter could be taken to the investors to 
ease up their interest in the process.  The 
letter could show DFFE’s seriousness in 
terms of this process. He indicated that it 
is difficult for the department to give 
dates, but they will have to have an 
interdepartmental discussion with the 
relevant colleagues as well as SANParks. 
He further stated that DFFE’s attendance 
of the site visit and the meeting indicates 
how serious they are about the process. 
He advised that TGME should report to 
potential investors that there was a high-
level delegation with DFFE. 

Mr Terrence 
Mokale,  

TGME Limited 

One-on-one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Stated that he is speaking on behalf of the 
communities and the landowners who are 
shareholders. He suggested that the 
criteria that should be used in this process 
should be as per Section 24 of the 

There was no response to this comment.  
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Constitution, which suggests that there 
should be a balance between the 
economic justification for the project and 
securing the ecological situation in 
forestry. He urged the DFFE team to take 
into consideration the socio-economic 
status of the country which needs to be 
urgently addressed. Due to the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the country now 
has a strategy called the post-COVID-19 
Economic Recovery Strategy, and a part of 
that strategy is that mining can play a 
significant role in alleviating the COVID-19 
economic impacts. He then urged the 
Department to take this into 
consideration and include it in its 
interdepartmental discussions. He 
indicated that TGME has made a 
justifiable case of socio-economic 
development in the area. TGME met with 
the Director General of the province, and 
the Director General indicated that they 
do not have the resources to revitalise 
Pilgrim’s Rest. One way to help with the 
revitalisation of the area is if TGME starts 
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a mining project. This mining project could 
help with dealing with the environmental 
degradation in the area, the prevalent 
illegal mining in the area, as well as create 
employment opportunities for 
surrounding communities. The job 
creation that comes with the 
Compensation Programme will give hope 
to the community of Pilgrim’s Rest.  He 
then highlighted that TGME’s 
compensation program is aligned with 
Section 24 (iii) of the Constitution.  
 
He then thanked the DFFE attendees for 
coming to the meeting. 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Stated that TGME will provide DFFE with 
the required maps of the surface footprint 
and the underground workings so that the 
Department can make any zonation 
planning work required for the FNR. The 
project team will finalise the NFA permit 
applications both for Frankfort and the 
FNR soon. 

Ms Renee Kruger indicated that the Frankfort permits 
are ready to be provided to SAFCOL. She further 
indicated that the FNR areas permits will be finalised 
once the EIA has been finalised. 

 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Asked when the Draft EIR will be 
submitted. 

Ms Renee Kruger indicated that the draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and the 
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Water Use Licence (WUL) reports will be out for public 
review in mid-April. 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Explained that it is critical that the 
conditions for the EA from DFFE and the 
Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy (DMRE) are finalised so that the 
right conditions can be included in the EA, 
and these conditions should speak to the 
conditions for continued mining. He 
emphasised the importance of the DMRE 
conditions aligning with the conditions 
provided by the DFFE Minister, as well as 
aligning with the Compensation 
Programme. He asked DFFE to kindly assist 
in this regard because a misalignment of 
the conditions would make it difficult for 
TGME to comply. 

There was no response to this comment.  

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Requested that DFFE’s Compliance and 
Monitoring team ensure that TGME’s 
forestry neighbours control alien invasives 
in their plantations. If necessary, it might 
be sensible to request the Biosecurity Unit 
to help in this regard so that the 
investment from TGME is not lost. 

Mr Green explained that as far as forestry is 
concerned, the forestation licences that used to be 
issued by the Forestry Department are now controlled 
by DWS. 
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Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Mr Botha stated that he is aware that 
under the Biodiversity Act (No. 10 of 
2004), the DFFE has the ability to do 
compliance monitoring and enforcement 
under the Biosecurity Unit, and therefore 
requests that DFFE assist in this regard. 

A forestry official pointed out that according to the 
National Forests Act (NFA) (No. 384 of 1998) and even 
the National Veld and Fire Forest Act (No. 101 of 
1998), there is no enforcement that requires DFFE to 
directly regulate the plantation manager or the 
landowner to comply; that is the responsibility of 
DWS. 

 

Mr Mark Botha 
One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Stated that according to his 
understanding, DFFE still prosecutes the 
National Veld and Fire Forest Act (No. 101 
of 1998) and if the implemented firebelts 
are not sufficient, then the Department 
could pursue York or SAFCOL as well as the 
Mpumalanga Department of Public Works 
if they have not done it. 

The forestry official agreed with Mr Botha.  

Ms Pumeza 
Nodada 

One-on- one 
consultation 

04 March 
2022 

Ms Pumeza Nodada thanked Mr Botha for 
the presentation and the information he 
shared. She indicated that the 
presentation and site visit were useful for 
DFFE because the Department now has 
guidance in terms of how it will move 
forward. She indicated that specific units 
in the Department will deal with their 
functions adequately in a way that is 
complementary and shows support for 

The project team thanked Ms Nodada for her 
comment before the meeting adjourned. 
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the Compensation Programme. She 
further indicated that they would take the 
information shared and discuss it 
internally to see what can be further done 
to improve certain areas in the 
Department.  
 
Ms Nodada thanked the project team for 
the engagement. 

9 Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Expressed appreciation to the project 
team for the presentation. The 
information shared in the presentation is 
noted. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Ms Modilati 
Malapane 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Indicated that the information shared is 
appreciated. She added that the project 
information should be shared with the 
Regional Office, which is the entry point 
and will be in the position to provide 
additional guidance. 

Ms Malapane indicated that Ms Mashudu 
Mutengwe is sent by the Regional 

Comment noted. N/A 
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Manager to represent the Regional 
Office. 

Ms Malapane added that TGME should 
further liaise with the Regional Office as 
some requests (in the presentation) can 
be adequately addressed by the officials 
in the Regional Office.   

Ms Modilati 
Malapane 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Suggested that Adv. Malebe provide 
more clarity on the issue of Illegal mining. 
She further indicated that any illegal 
activity should be reported. 

Comment noted. 

Section 9.1 
shows some 
photos of illegal 
mining 
activities.  

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Indicated that it was mentioned in the 
presentation that there will be 
approximately 1500 job opportunities, 
she requested clarity in terms of the 
number of current employees. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana said that TGME currently has 
30 employees as TGME is not yet operational. The 
plan is to use the proposed MR83 as the entry point to 
become revenue- generating and fund developments 
of TGME’s proposed mining developments.  

Ms Natasha Thomas-Kasangana added that the 
identified 1 500 job opportunities related to TGME’s 
initial mine strategy. TGME has not started with the 
recruitment process yet except for the Frankfort trial-
mining which is currently been undertaken. She 

N/A 
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further added that TGME is not processing any ore at 
the moment. 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

The presentation also states there is 
strong local support, towards TGME’s 
projects. This is noted and lauded by the 
DMRE. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Confirmed that the issue of illegal mining 
is an ongoing concern.  The DMRE has a 
dedicated unit from the National Office 
(in collaboration with the South African 
Police Services), that deals with illegal-
mining related matters. DMRE 
encourages TGME to contact this unit. 
Contact details of the relevant Chief 
Director will be shared with TGME.  

In addition, Adv. Malebe indicated that 
there is a forum led by the Premier’s 
office (Mpumalanga region) that also 
focuses on an integrated approach to 
combat illegal mining. Adv. Malebe 
suggested that TGME participates in this 
Forum. Participation into the Nelspruit 
Forum and the National DMRE unit needs 

Ms Natasha Thomas-Kasangana stated that TGME is 
part of the Barberton forum. She further noted that it 
will be valuable if TGME engages with forum led by 
the Premier’s office and the National DMRE unit 
responsible for managing illegal mining activities. 
TGME will request details of the forum and the 
National DMRE unit from the Regional Office to 
participate actively. 

N/A 
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to be co-ordinated to ensure TGME’s 
participation. 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Stated that the DMRE views stakeholder 
engagement as an important mechanism 
to keep all stakeholders informed about 
TGME’s plans/projects. 

Comment noted. 
Refer to Section 
8 and Annexure 
E 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Pointed out that it is important for the 
Regional Office to be kept informed 
about TGME’s proposed developments, 
the Regional Office will be responsible for 
assessing the environmental applications 
and reports. Encouraged TGME to 
schedule a meeting with the Regional 
Office to provide them with the 
information regarding the proposed 
project. This will assist the Regional Office 
to gain better understanding of the 
project and TGME’s plans. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

The invitation to a site visit and Bi-
monthly meetings is welcome, this will 
assist with understanding the area better. 

Mr Terence Mokale thanked the DMRE for their input, 
he stated that such meetings are crucial. He 
confirmed that TGME will contact the regional office 
for further discussions as suggested by Adv. Malebe. 

N/A 
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Advised to engage with the Reginal 
Office.  Meeting invites to the Regional 
Office should be communicated 
timeously with the relevant officials. 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Pursuant to TGME’s request to the DMRE 
to assist with facilitating the process with 
Minister Barbara Creecy (Conditions for 
Continued Mining (UG) on the proposed 
Morgenzon Forest Nature Reserve 
extension and grant Section 23 NFA 
permits), Adv. Malebe suggested that 
TGME submits a letter to the DMRE 
Minister requesting for inter-
governmental co-operation. Adv Malebe 
indicated that from an official level, it is a 
challenge to delegate upwards. 

Adv. Malebe indicated that a request for 
a pre-application meeting is a reasonable 
request in line with the NEMA. TGME 
should inform the Regional Office of such 
a request timeously to accommodate 
TGME on the proposed dates (as 
indicated in the presentation). 

Mr Terence Mokale confirmed that TGME will submit 
a letter to the Minister to facilitate inter-
governmental co-operation. 

Also refer to 
high level 
actions to be 
proposed for 
continued 
mining in 
Section 9.10.3.  
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Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Stated that the bi-monthly meetings will 
occur once an application for EA has been 
lodged. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Indicated that the DMRE acknowledges 
the likely positive economic impact the 
project would have on Pilgrim’s Rest.  

Adv. Malebe added that collaboration 
between the Government and the private 
sector is important for the country’s 
economy. 

Comment noted. N/A 

Ms Natasha 
Thomas-
Kasangana 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Asked if Ms Mashudu Mutengwe had any 
comments or should TGME liaise with the 
Regional Office through the Regional 
Manager. 

Adv. Malebe confirmed that further liaison should be 
done with the Regional Manager. 

N/A 

Adv. 
Mmadikeledi 
Malebe 

Virtual meeting 

(Zoom) 

22 
September 
2021 

Requested a copy of the presentation. 

Ms Natasha Thomas- Kasangana confirmed that a 
copy of the presentation will be sent to DMRE 
representatives. 

Post meeting note: A copy of the presentation and 
recordings of the meeting were sent to all attendees. A 
hyperlink to download the files (presentation and 

N/A 
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audio recording of meeting was sent by email on 22 
September 2021.  

Ntombikhona 
Dlamini and 
Prisca Maluleka  

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

30 March 
2022 

Ms Dlamini requested a meeting to 
discuss questions she and Ms Prisca 
Maluleka have around the 83MR Mining 
Right. 

Ms Renee Kruger thanked Ms Dlamini for the meeting 
and indicated that OMI does not have Prisca’s email 
address due to the email problems at DMRE and if she 
would please forward the email to Ms Maluleka? 

She indicated that the following issues were 
discussed: 

• The mining activities will take place within the 
existing Mining right area and will be conducted 
according to the Mine Works Programme (MWP) 
for underground mining. 

• The updated MWP and SLP aligned to this project 
will however be send to the Department for 
further advice on a Section 102. 

• Current Section 102 application lodged as we 
understand is therefore not necessary. 

• The Environmental Authorisation Application will 
however proceed within the legislated timeframes 
of the EIA Regulations. Ms Dlamini will provide 
TGME with a letter in this regard the outcome of 
the assessment of the Final Scoping report during 
the week 4 April 2022.  

N/A 
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10 Department of Health 

During the compilation of the Comments Responses Report, no comments were received from this stakeholder group. 

11 Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA) 

Ms Robyn Luyt Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked where the illegal miners sell the 
gold and how do they obtain mercury. 

Mr Moketla indicated that illegal miners sell gold on 
the illegal market. 

N/A 

Ms Robyn Luyt Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked what does trial mining entail. 

Ms Thomas-Kasangana said that TGME is testing the 
methodology on a very small scale to check that 
everything works. This for instance includes 
determining if TGME have the right drills etc. to mine 
economically 

N/A 

Ms Robyn Luyt Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME interacts with illegal 
miners 

Mr Moketla confirmed that TGME does interact with 
illegal miners when required. 

N/A 

Ms Robyn Luyt Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

This is a Category A water resource (Blyde 
River). 

Mr Eddie Riddell confirmed that it is a Category A 
water resource. 

Refer to Section 
10.3 

Kongiwe 
Environmental 

Email 
correspondence  

28 
September 
2021 

A formal Letter of enquiry was compiled 
and sent to the Land Claims Commission, 
Mpumalanga Department: Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA) Office 

No response has been received from the Land Claims 
Commissioner. 

Updated 
response 
received and 
added to 
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of the Regional Land Claims 
Commissioner: Mpumalanga Province on 
Tuesday, 28 September 2021.  The letter 
contained a list of all the directly affected 
properties for the project.   

Section 8.1.2 
and Annexure E  

Ms Gugu 
Mamba  

Email 
correspondence  

07 February 
2022 

Kindly send this report to the official you 
have been communicating with about the 
project. 

Thank you for your email.  

We have been communicating with Ms Robyn Luyt 
who attended the site visit. 

She has been sent all the correspondence to the 
project as well. We have also copied her in on the 
email. 

N/A 

12 Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) 

Dr Wietsche 
Roets 

E-mail 
correspondence  

24 December 
2021 

Please note that you must communicate 
with the relevant regional office of DWS 
as this mine will require a WUL. 

Please also note that doing stakeholder 
engagement over the festive season is 
not the best time to do it, there may even 
be exclusions to this effect. 

Please be advised that we are in consultation with the 
regional office regarding the redevelopment of 
existing underground mining areas for which TGME 
holds a mining right. A water use license application 
will form part of this application and will be submitted 
through the proper channels. 

Please note that an exclusion period was accounted 
for in the counting of days for the review and 

N/A  
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comment period as prescribed in the NEMA and its 
associated regulations. 

Mr Ackerman 
Pieter 

E-mail 
correspondence 

08 January 
2022 

Please use DWS Regional Office as entry 
and exit for Water Use Authorisation. 

Attached a checklist for Section 21 (c) and 
(i) water uses. 

Please consider the sensitivities of the 
water resources, watercourses in the 
area as well as Strategic Water Source 
Areas, alternatives, hierarchy of 
mitigation, historic impacts, new impacts, 
mitigation. 

Mining is not compatible with Strategic 
Water Source Areas. 

A site visit was held on the 29th of October 2021 with 
DWS officials as part of a pre- application discussion to 
also make aware the department of the degradation 
in the area cause by illegal mining activities by the 
“zama-zamas”. 

All the necessary specialist inputs and rehabilitation 
plans will be submitted to the Department for 
consideration. As part of the application a 
compensation plan is being presented which will 
include rehabilitation of degradation cause by illegal 
miners and eradication of alien invasive species in and 
around the mining area. 

Please refer to 
Section 9.10  

Mr Ackerman 
Pieter 

E-mail 
correspondence 

07 February 
2022 

Is this in a Strategic Water Source Area 
(SWSA) which could change the outcome 
of the project, intensiveness of mining, 
historic impact rehabilitation? 

The area is located in a strategic water source area. 
TGME will with its operation be in the position to 
rehabilitate the damaged caused to the catchment 
already by the illegal mining as well as alien invasive 
infestation. The project will redevelop the old mining 
footprints to include compliance with GN 704 of 1999 
to avoid future degradation of the Blyde river and 
catchment. 

Refer to Section 
4 and 9.10 
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Dr Wietsche 
Roets 

E-mail 
correspondence 

07 February 
2022 

If this project is located in a SWSA it will 
prejudice this application outcome and 
the applicant must know from the start 
that they run this risk. 

Noted. N/A 

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation  

11 April 2022 

The DWS confirmed that the Existing 
Lawful Use (ELU) for the abstraction of 
456 250 m3 of water per annum from the 
Blyde River, contained in the existing 
Permit (Permit Number 1351N) be 
included in the new Water Use Licence 
(WUL) application to be submitted for the 
re-opening of the underground workings. 
DWS confirmed that the new WUL will 
supersede the existing Permit. 

DWS also confirmed that since the 
Applicant, TGME, is in the process of 
applying for a renewal of the existing 
WUL (Licence Number: 24023343) issued 
in 2011, it must be noted that no new 
water uses should be included in the 
application for renewal. 

This was noted.  N/A 
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Ms Renee 
Kruger,  

OMI Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Ms Kruger  indicated that the new WUL 
will include additional Section 21 (c) and 
(i) water uses for the impedance and 
diversion activities which were not 
included in the existing WUL.   

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
4 

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

The DWS requested that the service level 
agreement with the Service Provider 
responsible for the portable toilets, be 
submitted with the new WUL application 

This was noted.  N/A 

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

The DWS queried the reason that the 
Applicant is applying for the WUL renewal 
and a new WUL, which are running 
concurrently presently. 

Ms Kruger explained that at the time the existing WUL 
lapsed, which is in alignment with the existing 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) for 
the existing operations, the Applicant had not 
confirmed the plans for this project (the re-opening of 
the underground operations). It was therefore the 
Applicant’s intention to ensure that the existing 
operations remain authorised to undertake the water 
uses approved in the existing WUL should it be 
deemed necessary. 

Mr Jacques Du Triou further added that TGME require 
the WUL renewal application to be approved to allow 

N/A 
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the opportunity for the mine to commence with 
mining for early gold in order to generate revenue and 
meet contractual obligations. JDT added that mining 
for early gold will ensure that there is sufficient 
funding to keep this project running. 

Mr Jacques Du 
Triou,  

TGME (Limited) 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Mr Du Triou indicated that the Blyde 
River catchment is currently facing 
challenges of illegal mining (amongst 
other challenges) with an estimated 
number of 2000 illegal miners in the area.  

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
9.1 

Ms Renee 
Kruger,  

OMI Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Ms Kruger indicated that existing surface 
water contamination has been observed 
from the illegal mining activities which 
show high levels of sediment and heavy 
metals, resulting in the destruction of the 
unique aquatic biodiversity. She further 
indicated that the Blyde River catchment, 
particularly where the TGME Mining 
Right (MR) area is situated, faces 
challenges of Alien Invasive Plant (AIP) 
proliferation which poses threats to the 
ecology of the catchment. As such, TGME 
has developed an Ecological 
Compensation Programme (ECP) for the 

This was noted. 
Refer to Section 
9.8 and 9.10 
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management of these environmental 
challenges. RK further indicated that a 
presentation on the ECP was delivered to 
the DWS Instream Water Use sub-
directorate to obtain their input and 
advice.  

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 
DWS requested that a copy of the ECP 
presentation be shared with them. 

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
9.10.3 

Dr Marius van 
Biljon,  

MvB Consulting 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Indicated that Surface Water monitoring 
including upstream and downstream 
monitoring of the Blyde River, is 
undertaken by TGME monthly, while 
Groundwater monitoring is undertaken 
quarterly.  

Dr van Biljon indicated that boreholes 
have been drilled along the existing 
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF), Return 
Water Dam (RWD) and Blyde River for 
monitoring purposes. From the 

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
37 
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monitoring boreholes, it was observed 
that there are no impacts to the Blyde 
River as a result of the existing 
operations. Elevated concentrations of 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) were 
however noted at the boreholes in 
proximity to the TSF. Nevertheless, MvB 
indicated that generally, groundwater at 
TGME is of good quality and there are no 
parameters of concern in the 
groundwater which exceed the SANS 241 
drinking water guidelines significantly. 

 
One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

In terms of water sources for the project, 
it was indicated that a portion of the 
water from the underground dewatering 
process will be treated for reuse, while 
the remaining water be re-used in the 
mining process. A Section 21(j) water use 
will be included in the WUL application in 
this regard. 

This was noted 
Refer to Section 
4 for the water 
balance 

 
One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

It was confirmed that none of the existing 
and proposed surface infrastructure is 
within the 1:100 year floodline, however 
an application for GN 704 of 1999 

Noted 
Refer to Section 
4 of the EMPR 
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exemption will be included in the WUL 
application for some Section 21(c) and (i) 
water uses as well as dust suppression 
using water from the underground 
operations. 

 
One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

It was confirmed that TGME do attend 
catchment forum meetings. It was 
indicated that TGME will present the ECP 
at the next forum meeting to be held on 
13 May 2022. 

This was noted.  N/A 

Ms Renee 
Kruger,  

OMI Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd  

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Ms Kruger  indicated that the Aquatic 
Assessment confirmed that no wetlands 
are found in the project area. The project 
area is characterised by rivers and 
drainage lines. RK further added that the 
Specialists also confirmed that the 
hydropedological aspect has been 
assessed and found not applicable. 

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
9.10.2 

Ms Renee 
Kruger,  

OMI Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Ms Kruger explained that a waste 
classification was undertaken for the 
existing and new mineral residue 
stockpiles, of which the waste material 
was classified as Type 3 thereby 

This was noted.  
Refer to Section 
9.9.5 
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indicating that the leachate risk is low. A 
Class C barrier containment system will 
be designed for the waste facilities.  

 

It was discussed that preliminary 
investigations indicate that topsoil 
material will be used as capping cover of 
the waste facilities during the 
rehabilitation phase. Ms confirmed that 
as part of the Financial Provision 
requirements, a rehabilitation plan must 
be submitted to the Department of 
Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) for 
approval. Ms Kruger added that financial 
guarantee has been allocated for the 
rehabilitation of old waste facilities 
where required. It was further indicated 
that the rehabilitation of the illegal 
mining areas does not fall within the 
responsibilities of TGME but rather the 
pertinent landowner. It was explained 
that TGME are only liable for those areas 
within the MR area for which 
authorisation has been granted. 
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Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

The DWS indicated that they will advise 
the technical documentation to be 
submitted with the WUL application and 
requested that OMI Solutions consults 
with the DMRE to ensure that the new 
MR period (once issued) is aligned to the 
new WUL period. 

The DWS queried whether any of the 
Section 21 (g) water uses listed in the 
new WUL application, form part of the 
WUL renewal application.  

Ms Kruger confirmed that none of the Section 21(g) 
water uses listed in the new WUL form part of the 
WUL renewal application. RK explained that the 
Applicant is however applying for the differences in 
the capacities of the existing water uses included in 
the WUL renewal, to be licenced under the new WUL. 
Those water uses and applicable volumes listed in the 
WUL renewal application will remain as it and will not 
change, as advised by the DWS. 

N/A 

Ms Renee 
Kruger,  

OMI Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

Ms Kruger  indicated that the Draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment/EMPr 
report and WUL application technical 
report will be made available for public 
review from 19 April 2022 to allow 
Interested and Affected Parties, including 
Stakeholders, the opportunity to 
comment on the application reports.  

DWS requested two hard copies of the reports be 
submitted to them for comment. 

N/A 

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 
The following information was further 
requested by the DWS for internal 
discussions and recommendations:  

This was noted.  N/A 
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Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

• A table indicating the new water 
uses to be included in the new 
WUL application as well as the 
water uses included in the WUL 
renewal application and their 
respective capacities.  

• Copies of the lapsed WUL and the 
existing Permit. 

Ms Portia 
Manyai, Ms 
Patheka 
Mfinyezi, and 
Ms Tshilidzi 
Ndhlovu 

One-one-one 
consultation 

11 April 2022 

The DWS indicated that they will arrange 
a site visit and communicate the date of 
the site visit. Following the site visit, 
Phase 1 of the WUL application will be 
made available on the Electronic Water 
Use License Authorisation Application 
System (EWULAAS).  

 

The DWS reminded the Applicant of the 
new 90-day review time frames and 
advised that the Applicant ensures that 
all water uses and required technical 
documents are confirmed accurate prior 
to the submission of the application to 
avoid potential delays in the application.  

Ms Kruger requested the case officer to assist with 
arranging meetings with the DWS Civil Engineering 
and Instream Water Use Sub-directorates, to present 
the WUL application and obtain any further input 
from the DWS prior to submitting the application. 

N/A 
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13 Mpumalanga Department of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs 

Ms Tshiamo 
Sebogodi  

Written Letter  06 April 2022 

1. The subject matter refers.  
2. This letter serves to inform you 

that the department supports the 
proposed development of the 
Transvaal Gold Mining Estates 
Limited (TGME), a subsidiary of 
Theta Gold Mines Limited of its 
historical underground mines, 
namely Clewer, Dukes and 
Morgenzon (CDM), Frankfort, and 
Beat North mines at Pilgrim’s 
Rest.  

3. The department recommends 
that the application complies 
with the municipal By-laws on 
Spatial Planning and Land Use 
Management as the land use 
scheme of the municipality.  

4. The required compliance in terms 
of NEMA EIA regulations must be 
complied with, including 
requirements of the South 

Thank you for the valuable comments and support. 

The scoping and EIA process is undertaken in 
compliance with the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as 
amended). A Heritage Specialist has been appointed 
as part of the scoping and EIA process to conduct a 
Heritage Impact Assessment to, inter alia, ensure 
compliance with the requirements of the National 
Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 and the South 
African Heritage Resources Agency. 

All relevant requirements of bylaws and its application 
are listed in the EIA/EMPR report and will be complied 
with.  

The section of the property on which the current 
infrastructure is located (toward the southwestern 
boundary of the property) is zoned “Mining” in terms 
of the Thaba Chweu Land Use Scheme.  

 

Refer to Section 
3 and Section 5 
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African Heritage Resources 
Agency.  

5. Consent and conditions imposed 
by the Local Municipality must be 
adhered to.  

6. All other laws that may be 
triggered by the proposed use 
must be complied with at the 
relevant departments.  

Trust the above is in order.  

14 National Nuclear Regulator (NNR) 

Mr Patle 
Mohajane 

Email 
correspondence  

03 August 
2021 

Requested for a meeting with 
representatives from TGME.  

Theta Gold has made a decision to delay the Theta 
opencast project in favour of prioritising the re-
operationalisation of our historic underground mines 
within the current mining right with DMRE Reference 
Number: MP 30/5/1/2/2/83 MR (effective date 16 
October 2013). This decision has been made due to 
the potential impact on critical biodiversity areas of 
the Theta opencast infrastructure layout.  

Our pre-feasibility studies and engineering concept 
designs have been completed for project to re-
commence with underground mining at our Frankfort, 

Refer to project 
description in 
Section 4.4 and 
4.5.  

The previous 
radiological 
study has been 
included as 
Annexure U.   
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Beta North, Dukes, Clewer and Morgenzon Mines. Our 
current EA don’t authorise all the proposed activities 
and we will therefore have to apply for an 
amendment to our current water use licence, 
amendment to our EMPr and apply for a new EA in 
terms of the NEMA. Submission of these applications 
will still take place this year. The NNR will be an 
interested and affected party in these applications. 

 

The NNR was invited to attend a site visit on 19 
October 2021. 

Mr Patle 
Mohajane 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Consider a radon study in the adits, pre-
mining, to establish the baseline and to 
envisage if radiation during mining can be 
an issue. 

Comment noted. 

The previous 
radiological 
study has been 
included as 
Annexure U.   

15 Mpumalanga Tourism Parks Agency (MTPA) 

Mr Frans Krige, 
Regional 
Director 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked if Illegal miners will potentially be 
employed by TGME when mining 
resumes. 

Mr Moketla indicated that if illegal miners apply for 
positions through the correct channels and are 
documented then they will be considered. 

N/A 
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Mr Frans Krige, 
Regional 
Director 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Are artificial wetlands currently 
considered for pollution management? 

Mr Moketla said this is a good idea and should be 
considered in the mine planning. Currently 
stormwater controls are being identified. 

Current 
pollution 
management is 
included in the 
project 
description in 
Section 4.4 and 
4.5 as part of 
each shaft and 
section. Eco 
Elementum is in 
charge of the 
designs. Refer 
to Figures in 
Annexure D.  

Mr Frans Krige, 
Regional 
Director 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Pilgrims Rest needs an economic revival 
Mr Moketla said that restarting mining can progress 
economic development in Pilgrims Rest and reduce 
poverty and crime. 

Refer to Section 
9.13, further 
mitigation and 
impact on the 
socio-economic 
environment is 
included in 
Section 13.5 of 
the EIA/EMPR.  
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Mr Frans Krige, 
Regional 
Director 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Will the return water dams at the TGME 
plant be refurbished for reuse? 

Mr Moketla confirmed that the return water dams at 
the TGME plant be refurbished for reuse. 

Current 
pollution 
management is 
included in the 
project 
description in 
Section 4.4 and 
4.5 as part of 
each shaft and 
section. Eco 
Elementum is in 
charge of the 
designs. Refer 
to Figures in 
Annexure D. 

Mr Mervyn 
Lotter 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Are we not in an area where there is an 
intention to declare a reserve?  

Mr Botha said that the project team is aware of the 
intention, but understand it excludes the mine surface 
footprint. 

Refer to Section 
11 that shows 
the newly 
declared Forest 
Nature reserve.  

Ms Lientjie 
Cohen 

E-Mail 
correspondence 

07 December 
2021 

Could you please provide me with 
shapefiles of all the proposed mining 
activities and infrastructure for the 83 MR 

Please find attached the following shapefiles as per 
attached kmz’s. Please note that these are the 

Layouts as 
presented in 
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TGME underground redevelopment 
project. 

conceptual designs for the shafts and associated 
infrastructure required for the underground mining: 

❖ Beta North, plant and TSF expansions 

❖ Frankfort Layout 

❖ CDM Layouts 

Section 4.5 are 
proposed 

Mr Frans Krige 
E-mail 
correspondence 

20 January 
2022 

I am not sure if you have registered the 
MTPA (Land Use Advisory Unit /Scientific 
Services) as a IAP for this project. Many 
companies that have dealt with us does it 
automatically with new applications. 

I was able to download your BID and D 
Scoping reports from the webpage 
provided but still requires a hardcopy of 
the project in order to comply with our 
policy. It must be delivered at MTPA head 
office, attention Scientific Services. You 
are welcome to contact Thabile Mnisi if 
you need more info. 

Thank you for your email. You have been included as a 
registered IAP on the project database. 

We will gladly courier a hard copy, for attention 
Scientific Services for your records, within the next 
week. 

N/A 

Johan Eksteen  
Written 
comment  

27 January 
2022 

Background information:  

The Transvaal Gold Mining Estates 
(TGME) holds an existing mining right as 

Noted N/A 
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Manager: 
Scientific 
Services  

from 16 October 2013. TGME propose to 
redevelop the historic underground 
mines within the 83 MR mining area, 
namely, Frankfort, Beta North, Clewer 
Dukes and Morgenzon CDM. Additional 
surface infrastructure to support the 
underground working will be required. 
This will include the expansion of the 
current tailings storage facility and the 
upgrade of the old TGME process plant. 

Findings of the site visit with authorities held on 19/10/2021: 

❖ Significant visual contamination of the 
streams that flowed from the old mine 
workings and residue stockpiles that 
were re-mined by illegal miners. Primitive 
beneficiation methods and the use of 
mercury and water from redirected 
streams caused several problems. Many 
illegal miners (Zama-Zamas) were 
encountered who were carrying bags of 
ore through shortcuts through the veld to 
vehicles waiting at designated places.  

There was clearly no control over these 
activities. The primitive mining methods 

Thank you for the valuable comments. N/A 
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also had an impact on the surrounding 
vegetation and fauna. There were an 
estimated 2000 Zama-Zamas present on 
these old gold mine workings in 
Mpumalanga.  

❖ Alien invasive plants have invaded 
large portions of the Critical Biodiversity 
Areas (CBA) areas, including the riparian 
zones and it pose a threat to the 
indigenous flora. Especially with the 
existing risk of occurrence of veld fires.  

❖ Formal mining through a permitted 
company can solve both these 
environmental threats. These problems 
were noted and reported before.  

❖ The stabilisation activities in this area 
will also improve much needed tourism 
and socio-economic upliftment 
opportunities.  

❖ The positive effects of gold mining in 
the current economic climate can 
outweigh the negative impacts. Thus, if 
the implementation of the mining 
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operation is done responsibly (Within the 
legal framework) a win-win situation can 
be achieved.  

 

Comments on the Scoping Report:   

1. The MTPA have no objection to the 
redevelopment of underground mines, 
however, we object to the underground 
mine that is within the newly declared 
Morgenzon Forest Nature Reserve. 
According to Figure 38 of the Scoping 
report, the underground mine, Dukes, is 
within the newly declared Morgenzon 
Forest Nature Reserve. // Mining and 
related activities are not allowed in 
protected areas under the National 
Environmental Management: Protected 
Areas Amended Act 31 of 2004 
(NEMPAA). 

1. We acknowledge MPTA’s objection to mining under 
the newly declared Morgenzon Forest Nature Reserve. 
TGME has obtained numerous legal opinions in this 
regard, and we understand that as a pre-existing 
mining operation, that the operations may continue, 
subject to conditions that may be imposed by the 
Minister.  TGME is actively engaging the Minister on 
the conditions for the continuation of the mining 
activities in the newly expanded Morgenzon FNR. 
Proposed conditions for Continued Mining have been 
submitted to the Minister. TGME will also be applying 
for the necessary licences that are now required in 
terms of section 23 of NFA to operate in a FNR. 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 for 
conditions for 
continued 
mining 
proposed 

2. The closure plan should include the 
landscaping and revegetation of old and 
new waste rock dumps or residue 
stockpiles. 

2. Thank you for your comment on the closure plan. 
Where appropriate and feasible, rework and reshape 
the existing mining waste rock dumps and tailings 
deposits at the above mining operations, with a view 
to returning the waste rock underground, to leave the 

Refer to Section 
4.3 on remining 
of old waster 
rock and Section 
25  
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landforms and Peach Tree Stream as close as possible 
to their natural state and/or in a stable state that 
permits the continued functioning of natural 
geomorphological processes. 

3. No GPS coordinates were provided of 
the locations where the waste 
classification samples were collected, and 
these collection areas were not 
represented in a map. The Scoping report 
also does not mention samples that were 
taken from the CDM rock waste dumps 
and tailings and the results thereof. 

3. The EIA report will include a map with GPS 
coordinates and information around samples taken. 

Sample names 
provide for in 
Section 9.9.5.  

Recommendations, suggestions:   

1. Revise the mine layout plans in terms 
of the Morgenzon Forest Nature Reserve 
for the exclusion of the protected area 
from mining activities. 

1. Thank you for your recommendations. 

TGME is engaging the Director for Forestry Regulation 
within the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment (Mr AR Madula), as well as the Minister's 
office, on the Declaration.  Especially around some 
areas of uncertainties around property descriptions.  

As stated above, we understand that as a pre-existing 
mining operation, that the operations may continue, 
subject to conditions that may be imposed by the 
Minister.  TGME is actively engaging with the Minister 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 
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on the conditions for the continuation of the mining 
activities in the newly expanded Morgenzon Forest 
Nature Reserve. Proposed conditions for Continued 
Mining have been submitted to the Minister. As part 
of the proposed conditions, an Ecological 
compensation implementation plan has been 
developed. The plan proposes to   

control all alien invasive tree species within 1km of 
the existing mining operations that it intends to 
continue mining under 83MR on the properties 
Ponieskrans 543, Peach Tree 544, Morgenzon 525, 
and Van Der Merwes Reef 526, including Frankfort, 
Clewer-Dukes Hill – Morgenzon mine complex, Beta 
Mine complex, as well as within 1km of the processing 
plant.  This control will be to a level of no seeding 
adult specimens present and canopy cover <1% within 
7 years from commencement. Furthermore, the plan 
proposes to control, through regular and repeated 
reconnaissance and control measures, all alien 
invasive tree species within the riparian Zone of the 
Blyde River, from the Mine Water offtake point on the 
Farm Grootfontein 562 KT, down to the boundary of 
the Provincial Blyde River Nature Reserve at Bourke’s 
Luck Potholes.  Where there is doubt as to the 
boundary of the riparian zone, it can be defined as the 
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land within 100m of the centre line of the Blyde River.  
The plan will also include the implementation of a fire 
belt and related control measures program, in 
conjunction with affected adjacent landowners and 
the Lowveld Escarpment Fire Protection Association, 
on the Morgenzon FNR.   

As stated above, TGME will also be applying for the 
necessary NFA licences that are now required to 
operate in a FNR. 

2. Include a risk management action plan 
to manage any possible spillage of 
pollutants caused by unforeseen events. 

2. Thank you for your recommendation.  We agree 
that a monitoring and risk plan must be developed 
with regards to any possible spillages during 
unforeseen events. The current environmental 
emergency preparedness and response procedure will 
be updated to include the risks and mitigation 
measures identified by the specialists in their studies 
during the EIA Phase.  

Eco Elementum has been appointed to design a water 
management system based on the principles of GN 
704 of 1999. All dirty/polluted water will be contained 
and re-used in the system. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

3. The management of the alien invasive 
species must be prioritized so that it does 
not continue to spread to 

3. Thank you for your recommendation.  The removal 
of Alien invasive species will form part of the 
ecological compensation plan as discussed above. 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 
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environmentally sensitive areas such as 
the CBA areas and the riparian zones. Re- 
instate the plan for the clearance and 
composting of alien invaders. 

4. Consider applying for the temporally 
diversion of the affected streams through 
siltation traps and filtering ponds in order 
to provide clean water for downstream 
users directly above monitoring points. 
This recommendation can be investigated 
as an active purification alternative for 
pollution control. 

4. Thank you for this valuable recommendation.  This 
option will be presented to the appointed civil 
engineering team and biodiversity specialist team to 
investigate as per your recommendation.  If viable 
DWS will also be approached for advice.  

N/A 

5. All TGME long-term surface water and 
groundwater data, water 
sampling/monitoring data from previous 
EIA’s and DWS data must be used to 
supplement the baseline data where 
possible and must be made available 
within the EIA report. 

5. Agreed. The longer-term trend analysis will be 
updated and provided in the EIA report. 

Refer to Section 
9.8 

6. Sealing off of unused adits and 
entrances during mining and the rest 
during the decommissioning of the mine 
should be done in order to avoid illegal 
mining after the area has been mined. 

6. Agreed. The sealing off of unused adits and 
entrances will be addressed in the closure strategy to 
be presented during the EIA phase. 

Refer to Section 
25  
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Other issues of concern: 
Socio-Economic issues: Threat to human lives, health, water provision and the environment 

❖ The mining areas are in a very 
sensitive environment, in Strategic Water 
Source Areas (SWSAs) surface water and 
groundwater in the upper Blyde River 
catchment and in a dolomitic region with 
large volumes of groundwater. Mining 
could be hazardous in many respects and 
hold very high risks. Of significant 
concern, is the presence of several 
dangerous metals and certain elements in 
rock formations and reefs in the Sabie-
Pilgrim’s Rest Goldfield (SPRG). 

❖ Mining could result in the release of 
these elements into environmental media 
and will cause conditions of unacceptable 
pollution, ecological degradation, or 
damage to the environment, posing risks 
of toxicity to people impacting upon their 
lives, health and well-being, to 
biodiversity and to several other socio-
economic sectors at different spatial 
scales. Elevated levels of some of the 

The concern is noted with regards to impacts of the 
mining on the water resource. Both the appointed 
Geohydrologist and Civil Engineering team will provide 
mitigation and management measures both in design 
and as commitments to avoid any contaminants 
reaching the sensitive Blyde river catchment. These 
designs and management measures will be presented 
in the EIA reporting documents for further comment. 
Cumulative impacts from possible future mining on 
this system will be evaluated in the EIA report. 

Refer to Section 
20.3 for plan of 
study for EIA 
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elements have been recorded in 
groundwater, the Blyde River, and 
tributaries. 

❖ Various water users from a local and 
regional perspective are highly 
dependent on and utilize surface and 
groundwater resources within the 
catchment for drinking/domestic use, 
agricultural irrigational and other farming 
practices, industrial and conservation 
purposes etc. Many people, whose 
revenue is largely generated from e.g., 
tourism and provision of quality food 
products, potentially could be affected in 
the long-term due to cumulative impacts 
and effects of mining activities happening 
in the area. 

16 South African National Parks (SANPARKS) 

Dr Eddie Riddell, 
Conservation 
Management, 
Skukuza 

Site visit 
19 October 
2021 

Asked if there are stormwater and 
rehabilitation management measures in 
place. 

Mr Moketla said that it is important to note that no 
new disturbance is envisaged. TGME intends 
developing within existing disturbed footprints. 
Stormwater management, especially clean and dirty 

Refer to Section 
4.3 for the 
project 
description and 
stormwater 
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SANPARKS water separation, and rehabilitation plans are being 
considered in current and future studies. 

management 
proposed.  

Mr Wehncke 
Van der Merwe 

KNP Buffer Zone 
Coordinator 

Written 
comment  

27 January 
2022 

General 

This mining application falls within a 
Strategic Water source Area in the Upper 
Blyde Catchment, which feeds into the 
Kruger National Park (KNP), the Greater 
Limpopo Transfrontier Conservation Area 
(GLTFCA) and adjacent communities. It is 
a class 1 catchment that forms a critical 
part of the economies and livelihoods 
downstream, including large economic 
sectors such as the Blyde irrigation 
system, communities within the Thaba 
Chweu and Maruleng Local Municipality, 
as well as Greater Kruger protected areas 
that are open to the KNP. The Catchment 
also forms part of the transboundary 
catchment management arrangements 
between South Africa and Mozambique. 

Thank you for this valuable comment. Your comment 
is noted. 

Refer to Section 
10.9 for the 
various sensitive 
environments 
identified  

Water source perspective 

The Blyde Catchment is listed as a class I 
catchment, indicating the need for high 

Thank you for your comment. This information is 
reflected in Section 10.9 of the Scoping Report (DSR). 

Refer to Section 
10.9 
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environmental protection and minimal 
utilization in terms of section 13(4) of the 
National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998). 
It is also listed as a Strategic Water 
Source Area as it provides a 
disproportionate amount of water crucial 
to surrounding communities and a 
multitude of downstream water users. 
These include Greater Kruger, areas such 
as the town of Hoedspruit and 
Phalaborwa, the Lowveld agricultural 
sector as well as rural communities and 
protected areas part of the Greater 
Limpopo Transfrontier Conservation Area 
Cooperative Agreement (including Kruger 
National Park and Balule).  

The Blyde River, which flows through the 
project area is also listed as high priority 
to keep in a natural state in terms of the 
National Freshwater Ecosystem Priority 
Areas assessment (NFEPA, 2011). 

Various specialist studies are being undertaken as part 
of the EIA and water use license application to 
determine the risk to the downstream environment, if 
any, as well as providing sufficient design and 
management measures to avoid downstream impacts. 

Biodiversity perspective 

The particular application should be 
considered as part of the cumulative 

Thank you for your comment. The cumulative impact 
of mining on the system will be evaluated during the 

Refer to Section 
10.9 and 
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mining expansion process, and therefore 
the compound impacts should be 
considered. Parts of the earmarked 
mining area is classified as an area of high 
biodiversity importance, with one of the 
suggested mining areas falling within the 
Morgenzon Protected area, as well as 
other parts being classified as Critical 
Biodiversity Area (CBA). 

EIA phase. Some of the areas pre-existing mining 
areas that it proposed to be re-developed are located 
within the newly declared Morgenzon Protected 
Forest Nature Reserve. We understand that as a pre-
existing mining operation, the operations may 
continue, subject to conditions that may be imposed 
by the Minister of the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (the Minister).  TGME 
is actively engaging with the Minister on the 
conditions for the continuation of the mining activities 
in the newly expanded Morgenzon Forest Nature 
Reserve. Proposed conditions for Continued Mining 
have been submitted to the Minister. As part of the 
proposed conditions, an Ecological compensation 
implementation plan has been developed that 
included but are not limited to:   

Replenishment of licensed abstraction volumes; 

Contribution to reducing the catchment scale threats 
to biodiversity and water security (alien invasive plant 
species and sedimentation) which impact the river, its 
biota, and the endangered ecosystem of the Malmani 
Karstlands - including a biocontrol component. 

specifically 
Section 10.9.3 
on continued 
mining 
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Contributing to ameliorating the key threats to 
indigenous forests (including alien invasive plant 
species & wildfires); and 

Rehabilitation of diverted streams and drainages 
caused by illegal mining activities.   

Potential Impacts 

While historical mining has occurred on 
these sites, this has been at a far smaller 
scale. It is known that the historical 
mining by TGME had impacts in terms of 
leaching into the Blyde River.  

The concern is acknowledged.  

Theta Gold Mines owns 74% of TGME shareholding. 
Theta Gold Mines is listed on the Australian Securities 
Exchange and is required to act in an environmentally 
responsible manner. Going forward, TGME cannot be 
seen as a company that does not operate responsibly.  

Eco Elementum Engineering has been appointed by 
TGME to design a water management system and 
mine residue waste containment facilities for the 
proposed project.  

The water management system is being designed and 
implemented based on the principles of GN 704 of 
1999. Dirty water that will be generated will be 
contained and re-used as far as possible while clean 
water will be diverted away from the designated dirty 

Refer to Section 
4.3 
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areas as far as possible. No dirty water will be 
discharged into the Blyde River.  

The mine residue containment facilities are being 
designed to comply with the requirements of the 
National Environmental Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 
2008) and its incorporated regulations. The 
implementation of the correct pollution control 
barrier system will ensure that no wastewater will 
leach into the Blyde River. 

The cumulative effects of mining projects 
such as this in the Mpumalanga 
Escarpment area have not been 
adequately investigated to fully quantify 
latent impacts occurring well into the 
future. These catchments support key 
sectors and communities in the Lowveld 
which includes the Hoedspruit farming 
area; the Kruger National Park and 
adjacent reserves and provides potable 
water for the towns of Hoedspruit and 
Phalaborwa, with communities along the 
escarpment directly reliant on the river 
for water. This application needs to be 
addressed in the context of this entire 

Specialist studies as listed in the Scoping report 
Section 20.3 (including but not limited to Freshwater 
and aquatic ecology impact assessment, 
Geohydrological impact assessment and stormwater 
management plans) are being undertaken as part of 
the EIA and water use license application process to 
determine the risk to the downstream environment, if 
any. The specialist evaluations will include the 
groundwater pathway to the Blyde River as well. 
These designs and management measures will form 
part of the EIA report and will be available in the EIA 
phase for comment. The possible downstream socio-
economic impacts associated with the possible impact 
on the water quality and quantity of the Blyde River 
(and therefore tourism) will be further addressed 

Refer to 
Specialist 
studies as listed 
in the Scoping 
report Section 
20.3 
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landscape where the total costs 
associated with the mining will be borne 
across several sectors and stakeholder 
groups with potential long-term 
consequences, while the major benefits 
will be channelled to a select few over a 
relatively short period of time. 

through the various mitigation measures proposed in 
the EIA specialist studies.   

Furthermore, the area is highlighted as 
being a High Biodiversity Area and 
strategic water source area with Highest 
Risk to Mining in the national Mining and 
Biodiversity Guidelines. 

Due to the sensitive biodiversity of the area, the 
redevelopment planning has focussed on remaining as 
close as possible to the previously disturbed footprints 
to avoid/limit any additional physical ecological 
impacts.  

As explained above, an Ecological compensation 
implementation plan has been developed for DFFE’s 
consideration.  This programme is aimed at 
rehabilitating the ecological and hydrological 
functioning of the upper portions of the Blyde River 
catchment (Refer to Section 10.9.3 of the scoping 
report) by, among others, funding the planning and 
coordination of alien invasive tree species control 
efforts and fire belt implementation. This will 
contribute to reducing the catchment scale threats to 
biodiversity and water security (alien invasive tree 
species and sedimentation) which impact the river, its 

Refer to Section 
10.9.3 
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biota, and the endangered ecosystem of the Malmani 
Karstlands. The specific details around the 
compensation programme will be presented in the EIA 
report. 

The potential long-term impacts of the 
processing plant, remaining waste rock 
dumps and tailing facilities could have on 
the Blyde River due to leaching of 
contaminants also needs to be 
adequately addressed if these facilities 
will become operational again. Increased 
sedimentation as a result of mining 
activities is also a concern in the upper 
Blyde system. 

Various environmental specialist studies are being 
undertaken to determine the potential impacts of the 
proposed project and to develop mitigation measure 
for implementation. 

Refer to Section 

20.3 

TGME does not have a good track record 
in the area and as such any further 
operations needs to make sure that any 
activities going forward needs to be 
addressed adequately. Commitments 
needs to be made to ensure that post life 
of mine, long term impacts are mitigated 
in order to avoid the situation the area is 
currently in. 

Thank you for this comment, your concerns are noted. 
As explained above Theta Gold Mines, a company 
listed on the Australian Securities Exchange, currently 
owns 74% of TGME shareholding. Theta Gold Mines, 
as a listed company, must ensure that TGME is 
operated in an environmentally responsible manner. A 
new TGME management team was appointed during 
October 2020 and the team has committed to 

Refer to Section 

20 for the plan 

of study for EIA 
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environmentally sustainable and responsible mining in 
the full lifecycle of mining.   

In addition, TGME will be legally bound to the 
conditions of the various authorisations and 
permissions once granted. Compliance with the 
conditions of the authorisations will be verified 
through annual external compliance audits. 

TGME is required in terms of the NEMA Financial 
Provisioning Regulations, 2015 to put in place a 
financial guarantee to secure its rehabilitation and 
closure obligations prior to re-commencing mining 
operations. 

The financial provision which informs the guarantee 
will include the evaluation of the risk of latent impacts 
to realise. Should risk be identified these will have to 
be included and costed for as part of the final 
rehabilitation costing model.   

Cumulative impacts need to also be 
addressed appropriately for this 
application and for mining plans beyond 
the scope of this EIA. This is particularly 
important from a catchment impact 
angle. 

Thank you for the valuable comment on cumulative 
impacts. 

N/A 
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Closing remarks   

The amendment of the original plans for 
the opencast mining to utilising old mine 
dumps and sites is noted. It potentially 
could reduce the impact on terrestrial 
biodiversity, but the impact on the water 
quality, quantity and aquatic biodiversity 
remains critical to managed closely. 

Thank you for your comment.  It is confirmed the 
Theta open pit project has been shelved in favour of 
the current 83 MR redevelopment project.  

As explained above, various environmental specialist 
studies are being undertaken to determine the 
potential impacts of the proposed project on water 
quality and quantity and aquatic biodiversity. The 
specialist studies will provide mitigation measures 
that will be included in the EMPr.  

Refer to Section 

20.3 

There is also a need for TGME to, in good 
faith to the environment, and in an 
attempt to proactively manage its 
impacts, as part of a suite of tools and 
processes to enhance transparency, good 
governance and accountability to all 
parties, explore the development of a 
reporting structure that consists of key 
stakeholders such as but not limited to 
MTPA, DFFE, DWS, the catchment 
management agency, SANParks, 
community and NGO contingencies. 

Thank you for this valuable recommendation.  TGME 
has appointed Kongiwe Environmental to develop a 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy to implement 
meaningful stakeholder engagement and develop 
positive, long-term relationships with its stakeholders. 
This recommendation will be implemented through 
the Stakeholder Engagement Strategy. 

Refer to Section 

20.7 and 

Annexure E 
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SANParks advises that TGME as 
accountability party overseeing this 
process, continue to pursue discussions 
for tangible off set/compensation 
projects for the area. Given the plans for 
expansion publicly mentioned by TGME 
Executives during the previous 83 MR EIA 
stakeholder engagements, this aspect 
needs to be adequately addressed in the 
scoping report.  

As stated above, an Ecological compensation 
implementation plan has been developed for DFFE’s 
consideration.  TGME proposes to develop and 
implement an ecological compensation programme. 
This programme is aimed at rehabilitating the 
ecological and hydrological functioning of the upper 
portions of the Blyde River catchment (Refer to 
Section 10.9.3 of the scoping report) by, among 
others, funding the planning and coordination of alien 
invasive tree species control efforts and fire belt 
implementation. The specific details around the 
compensation programme will be presented in the EIA 
report. 

Refer to Section 
10.9.3 

There is also a need for TGME to, in good 
faith to the environment, and in an 
attempt to proactively manage its 
impacts, as part of a suite of tools and 
processes to enhance transparency, good 
governance and accountability to all 
parties, explore the development of a 
reporting structure that consists of key 
stakeholders such as but not limited to 
MTPA, DFFE, DWS, the catchment 

Thank you for this valuable recommendation.  TGME 
has appointed Kongiwe Environmental to develop a 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy to implement 
meaningful stakeholder engagement and develop 
positive, long-term relationships with its stakeholders. 
This recommendation will be implemented through 
the Stakeholder Engagement Strategy. 

Refer to Section 

20.7 and 

Annexure E 
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management agency, SANParks, 
community and NGO contingencies. 

As detailed above, the project carries 
environmental risks that raise concern 
and the cumulative impacts within the 
region are unclear, as such further 
cumulative studies and consultation with 
the relevant entities are required. 

Thank you for your comment. The EIA report will 
qualitatively assess potential cumulative impacts 
associated with the proposed project area. The EIA 
report will be provided for comment during the EIA 
public participation period. 

N/A 

17 AFGRI 

Ms Nadia Hetzel  

AFGRI Attorney  

E-mail 
correspondence  

10 December 
2021 

Kindly find attached the registration form 
on behalf of AFGRI. 

Will you please indicate how AFGRI will 
be affected by this project? I pick up on 
Afgri’s property register that they have 
property on Morgenzon, but I am not 
sure if it is the same farm where the 
proposed project will be. I requested 
clarity. 

The property in question applicable to the project is 
Portions 1, 2 and the Remaining Extent of Portions of 
the farm Morgenzon 525KT. 

Currently we are not aware of any bunkers or silos on 
the mentioned property but would appreciate any 
inputs in this regard. A blasting and vibration study 
will be conducted during the EIA phase which will also 
address impacts in this regard should there be any 
anticipated. 

Please also find attached the following shapefiles as 
per attached kmz’s. Please note that these are the 

Refer to Section 
20.3.13 
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Please indicate how AFGRI will be 
affected in any manner in respect of silos 
or bunkers close to the project. 

conceptual designs for the shafts and associated 
infrastructure required for the underground mining: 

❖ Beta North, plant and TSF expansions 

❖ Frankfort Layout 

❖ CDM Layouts 

Thank you for your email and Registration Form that 
was sent to us on Monday, 24 January 2022 
(attached). 

Please see email below sent to you on 14 January 
2022 and the attached map and kmz’s which indicates 
that AFGRI is not a directly or indirectly affected 
landowner. 

18 Randwater 

Ms Natalie 
Koneight 

E-mail 
10 January 
2022 

Can you please provide Rand Water with 
the shape files (kmz files), Locality map 
and Application in order to determine if 
Rand Water will be affected? 

Please find attached the following shapefiles as per 
attached kmz’s. 

Please note that these are the conceptual designs for 
the shafts and associated infrastructure required for 
the underground mining: 

❖ Beta North, plant and TSF expansions 

Shapesfiles 
provided as per 
the layouts 
presented in 
Section 4.3 
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❖ Frankfort Layout 

❖ CDM Layouts 

Ms Natalie 
Koneight 

E-mail 
17 January 
2022 

Please find attached “Not Affected” 
stamp on document, for your attention. 

This was noted. N/A 

19 South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL) SOC Ltd 

Mr Ria 
Barkhuizen 

E-mail 
17 January 
2022 

The South African National Roads Agency 
SOC Limited (SANRAL) has no objection to 
the above-mentioned application as no 
roads or interchanges under the 
jurisdiction of SANRAL are affected. 

This was noted N/A 

20 SASOL 

Ms Seipati 
Lekalakala 

Written 
Comment 

06 December 
2021 

In reply to your letter, we would like to 
advise that we have no objection against 
the above-mentioned application as Sasol 
Satellite Operations will NOT BE 
AFFECTED.  

This wayleave is valid for 12 months. 

This was noted. N/A 
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21 Lower Blyde River Water User Association 

Ms Maria Spies 
/ Mr Jurie Janse 
van Vuuren  

Written 
comment 

28 January 
2022 

We as the Lower Blyde Water Users 
Association herewith object to the 
redevelopment of some of the historical 
underground mines namely Clewer, 
Dukes and Morgenzon, Frankfort and 
Beta North mines. Granting permission 
would hold an unacceptable risk of water 
pollution which will have a detrimental 
effect on water quality downstream. 
Agricultural entities are reliant on Global 
Gap accredited agricultural water without 
which fruit cannot be exported. This will 
result in non-sustainability of said 
agriculture putting in excess of 15000 
jobs at risk.  

Apart from above the municipalities of 
Maruleng and Ba-Phalaborwa relies on 
the Blyde river for primary water which 
would also be at risk. 

The objection is noted. Eco Elementum Engineering 
have been appointed by TGME to design a water 
management system to ensure that no water from the 
operations is discharged into the Blyde River.  Various 
specialist studies are being undertaken as part of this 
EIA and water use license application process to 
determine the risk to the downstream environment, if 
any. The current water quality of the Blyde River is 
showing spikes upstream of the TGME activities which 
can be attributed to illegal mining activities. Please 
refer to section 10.1 (visual evidence of illegal mining 
in the Blyde) and 10.7 (surface water quality and 
measured spikes in quality) of the Scoping report. 
Once TGME is fully authorised to implement the 
proposed re-development project it will be in the 
position to implement a comprehensive security 
strategy dealing with the illegal miners in and around 
the 83MR area. The water pollution caused by the 
illegal miners will decrease once there is a decrease in 
illegal mining activities.  

Furthermore, TGME will be legally bound to the 
conditions of the various authorisations and 

Refer to Section 
10.1 (visual 
evidence of 
illegal mining in 
the Blyde) and 
Section 10.7 
(surface water 
quality and 
measured 
spikes in 
quality). 

Section 10.9.3 
refers to the 
conditions for 
continued 
mining plan. 
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permissions once granted. These authorisations, 
which includes but are not limited to, a water use 
license, EA and EMPr, will include on-going water 
monitoring requirements that will determine in 
advance if any contaminants need to be addressed 
pro-actively.  

TGME proposes to develop and implement an 
ecological compensation programme. This programme 
is aimed at rehabilitating the ecological and 
hydrological functioning of the upper portions of the 
Blyde River catchment (Refer to Section 10.9.3 of the 
scoping report) by, among others, funding the 
planning and coordination of alien invasive tree 
species control efforts and fire belt implementation. 
The specific details around the compensation 
programme will be elaborated on in the EIA report. 

Mr Jurie Janse 
van Vuuren 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

01 March 
2022 

The following was raised by Mr Janse van 
Vuuren: 

• Export citrus around Hoedspruit 
Area - 15000 jobs will be lost 
should the industry water quality 
be compromised.  

• Greatest concern is water quality.  

The concern around water quality is noted. Mr. van 
Vuuren was shown on site the impact on the river 
currently by the illegal mining activities.  

A meeting has been set-up with the Lower Blyde 
Water users association on the 12th of April in 
Hoedspruit where water quality results will be 
presented.  

Refer to Section 
9.8 and Section 
13.5 
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• Illegal mining is a problem and 
needs to be managed not only by 
TGME but also by Government.  

• Monthly basis water results to be 
shared as well as have access to 
sample.  

• Illegal miners are more than the 
community and crime is picking 
up.  

• Present to lower Blyde on water 
quality – present to the board 
with specialist .  

A comprehensive security strategy to deal with the 
illegal miners in and around the proposed 83MR 
project area has been developed. This security 
strategy will be implemented as part of the start-up 
phase of the Mines, included in this strategy is asset 
protection, offsite video surveillance, guarding, and 
fencing of the Mine footprints. The implementation of 
this strategy will cost almost R17 million.  TGME needs 
to be fully authorised before implementing the 
security strategy..  

22 Pilgrim’s Rest Museum  

Ms Judith 
Mason 

Principal Human 
Scientist 

 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if TGME did not apply for an open 
pit mining permit too. 

Mr Thornton confirmed that an open pit mining 
permit was applied for but was halted due to 
feasibility reasons. He further explained that the open 
pit mining permit has been shelved for now, because 
at this stage it is not a feasible mining option. 

N/A 

Expressed concern about previous 
projects that led to certain areas in 
Pilgrim’s Rest being bulldozed due to 

Mr Bradly Thornton noted Ms Mason’s comment and 
stated that he cannot comment on the previous 
project’s approach. Mr Thornton however suggested 

Section 9.13.1 
refer to the 



 Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited: 83 MR  

Comments and Responses Report 

© 2022 Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

 

165 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

open pit mining; the areas that were 
impacted are heritage sensitive. She 
indicated that there were heritage 
structures in those areas and that the 
museum was not consulted at that time. 
She emphasised that the proposed 
project’s team should not repeat the 
same blunder. 

that the project team keep Ms Mason in touch with 
the Heritage Specialist because she could add great 
value to the study in terms of identifying sensitive 
areas. He asked if Ms Mason would be interested. 

heritage 
findings 

Ms Mason confirmed that she would be 
interested in being in touch with the 
Heritage Specialist. 

Mr Thornton noted this. N/A 

23 Interested Parties 

Mr Godfrey 
Sedibe 

E-Mail 
correspondence 

20 December 
2021 

My interest in the application is security 
services. 

Thanks for registering for this project. Kindly see the 
release code to access this project: TGME Project 

N/A 

Ms Joleen Scott 
E-mail 
correspondence 

05 January 
2022 

I am a resident and business owner in 
Thaba Chweu and as such a stakeholder 
in the above-mentioned project. 

Kindly for information in past mining 
environmental impact studies you have 
been involved in that have been 
successful. 

Please note that the CV of the EAP is attached as 
Annexure A of the Scoping report. 

Refer to 
Annexure A  
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Mr Jerry 
Mashego 

Written 
Comment 

17 January 
2022 

My interest in the application is mining 
information & mining company 
shareholding and 
Community/Landowners financial 
shareholding. 

This was noted.  N/A 

Mr Brian 
Mashile 

E-mail 
correspondence 

19 January 
2022 

As per our telephonic discussion, we 
cannot send the Draft Scoping Report 
(DSR) via email because it is a large 
document, you are however able to 
download it from our website 
(http://www.kongiwe.co.za/publicationsv
iew/ public-documents/). The DSR in 
hardcopy has been placed at the Pilgrim’s 
Rest Museum Information Centre (Main 
St, Pilgrimsrest, 1290) for the public to 
review. As communicated by Mr Bradly 
Thornton on 15 January 2022 during the 
Open Day, any comments not made by 27 
January 2022 on the DSR will still be 
welcomed after the public review period 
and will be addressed in the EIA phase.  

Thank you for your email dated 19 January. 

Just for clarity, you were sent a copy of the email at 
the request of Councillor Gregory Mashile, who asked 
us to send you a copy of the Draft Scoping Report. For 
this purpose, could you please provide us with your 
physical address for the delivery to be made? 

We are very conscious of the need to communicate 
with all Interested and Affected Parties and we take 
care to ensure that means are found to convey 
documents and reports to those who do not have 
access to the internet. This includes the Open Day we 
mentioned in our email 

In conclusion, we regret the error of addressing you as 
Cllr Mashile. 

Section 8 refer 
to the 
consultation 
that has taken 
place 
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Mr Brian 
Mashile 

E-mail 
correspondence 

24 January 
2022 

The contents of your e-mail suggested to 
me that you intended it for someone else 
especially because there was intimation 
of a previous telephone conversation, 
and it was addressed to CLLr. 

Thanks that you will make effort to 
ensure that the document reaches as 
many beneficiaries as possible. 

Thank you for providing us with your physical address. 
A hardcopy of the DSR will be delivered to you during 
this week. 

N/A 

Mr Brian 
Mashile  

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Enquired about the Draft Scoping Report 
(DSR) that was sent out for public review 
for the review period from 6 December 
2021 to 27 January 2022. He indicated 
that they have not had access to the DSR, 
and he is concerned that they will not get 
a chance to review it and submit their 
comments before the review period 
ends. He expressed concern that even 
though it is available on the Kongiwe 
website, accessing is still difficult because 
they do not have the financial means to 
access the internet. 

Mr Bradly Thornton noted Mr Mashile’s comment. He 
assured Mr Mashile that any comments not made by 
27 January 2022 on the DSR will still be welcomed 
after the public review period and will be addressed in 
the EIA phase.  

Post-meeting comment: The DSR hardcopy has been 
placed at the at the Pilgrim’s Rest Museum 
Information Centre (Main St, Pilgrims Rest, 1290) for 
the public to review. A hardcopy of the DSR was also 
delivered to Mr Mashile. 

N/A 

Asked that Kongiwe sends a letter to him 
that states that if he does not send his 

Mr Bradly Thornton noted Mr Mashile’s comment.  N/A 
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comments by 27 January, they will still be 
welcomed and addressed. 

Post-meeting comment: An email was sent to Mr 
Mashile on 19 January 2022, and it states that the DSR 
hardcopy is available at the Pilgrim’s Rest Museum 
Information Centre (Main St, Pilgrims Rest, 1290) for 
the public to review, and that any comments not made 
by 27 January 2022 on the DSR will still be welcomed 
after the public review period and will be addressed in 
the EIA phase. 

Asked if the environmental reports 
generated will be available to the public. 

Ms Kruger stated that the reports will be available to 
the public. 

Refer to Section 
8.5 

Advised that the project team should do 
research on “Robber’s Grave”. 

The project team noted this. N/A 

Asked who the shareholders of TGME 
are. He also requested that Ms Suzette 
Hartzer-Marais sends him an electronic 
copy of the organogram. 

Ms Suzette Hartzer-Marais stated that the Theta Gold 
is the main shareholder of TGME, which is an 
Australian listed company. There are also other 
international investors, which includes German, 
American and Chinese investors.  The local 
empowerment company holds 26% of the 
shareholding in TGME. The specific details can be 
made available.   

Ms Kruger stated that the requested information will 
be sent to Mr Mashile. 

N/A 
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Asked how far TGME is with 
endorsements 

Ms Kruger stated that there are still processes which 
need to follow, and if the application is approved, 
then it is estimated to be approximately in November 
2022. There are still more permits that will have to 
come after that. 

Ms Kruger further stated that it should also be noted 
that meetings on the EIA will be held in May/June 
2022 to present the findings to the public. 

N/A 

Mr John 
Reinders 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if the acidity of the water in the 
Beta Mine has been tested. 

Mr Bradly Thornton explained that surface and 
groundwater monitoring are underway to find out if 
there are any existing issues. Mr Thornton further 
explained that the mine will be managed in such a 
way that mine waste is not pumped into the 
environment. 

Refer to Section 
9.8 and 9.10 for 
baseline water 
results.  

Asked if there will be a treatment plant 
for the mine wastewater because it is 
anticipated that the mine wastewater 
would be acidic. 

Mr Thornton indicated that the project team will 
consult with a specialist regarding the acidity of the 
wastewater and how the wastewater will be treated.  
As part of the study there will be mitigation plans 
investigated to deal with wastewater. 

Refer to Section 
9.9.8 and 33 on 
Acid generation 
potential 
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Mr Elias 
Mokwena 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if there are currently any activities 
on the proposed project’s mines since the 
mines are existing. 

Mr Thornton indicated that there is little activity at 
the Frankfort mine; trial work has been done to make 
the adits safe and to evaluate if the mining plans 
would work.  

N/A 

Asked who to contact if one has a 
proposal in relation to the proposed 
project. 

Mr Thornton indicated that the query can be directed 
to Kongiwe’s stakeholder engagement team and then 
it would be shared with the project team 

N/A 

Stated that his interests in relation to the 
project are in mining, security work and 
working on the tailings dams. 

The project team noted this. N/A 

Mr Johannes 
Mahungela 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Commented that it would be good to see 
a specific percentage of procurement 
opportunities that the local Small, 
Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMME’s) 
would benefit from the proposed project. 

Mr Leshoto Moketla indicated that the local SMME’S 
will benefit by about 30% of procurement 
opportunities from the proposed project. 

N/A 

Asked if TGME is planning to build a new 
gold smelter. 

Ms Kruger stated that a new gold smelter will not be 
built, but the current one will be upgraded. 

Refer to section 
4.4 

Asked where TGME will source people to 
work in the mines when they start 
operating. 

Mr Moketla explained that people will be outsourced 
and then people from the local community will be 
trained concurrently with the mines operating.  

Refer to Section 
13.5 
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Mr Thornton commented that Mr Mahungela is asking 
a good question and that it is noted.  He indicated that 
the Social and Labour Plan (SLP) will also have details 
on how employment will be approached. 

Ms Moiponi 
Mofokeng 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Sought clarity on whether TGME will train 
selected community members to do 
environmental specialist studies for the 
proposed project. 

Mr Thornton clarified that specialists are appointed to 
do the specialist studies to study the environment and 
provide mitigation measures to potential mining 
impacts. These studies are required to be undertaken 
before the mines can operate. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Mr Floyd 
Mabela  

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Suggested that unskilled residents of 
Pilgrim’s Rest should be provided with 
training related to mine work before the 
proposed project’s mines start operating 
so that these residents can work at the 
mines. 

Mr Leshoto Moketla indicated that TGME cannot 
afford to train people before the mines start 
operating, however, the training programmes will be 
implemented once the mine is in operation and when 
there are adequate funds for these programmes. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Ms Leona 
Oosthuizen 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Commented that the mining wastewater 
should be monitored regularly. 

Mr Thornton indicated that the surface and 
groundwater monitoring is currently underway and 
one of the key issues in the study is illegal mining 
because the activity pollutes the watercourses. 

Refer to Section 
37 

Commented that the Pilgrim’s Rest 
community needs such a project. 

The project team noted this. N/A 
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Mr Jerry 
Mashego 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked what will happen to the burial sites 
once mining activities take place. 

Ms Kruger stated that the burial sites in the larger 
mining right area will be left alone. Ms Kruger further 
stated that the burial sites in close proximity to areas 
where construction will occur will be avoided. TGME 
plans on fencing these burial sites. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Further stated that some of the graves in 
the area are known only by the 
community members and therefore 
would like to know what will happen to 
those specific graves. 

Ms Kruger stated that there will be a social team and 
an appointed archaeologist who will enquire with the 
community members regarding the location of the 
unknown grave sites. Ms Kruger further stated that 
future planning in relation to expansions projects can 
include information around these grave sites so the 
planning can ensure that these be avoided if 
specialists have all the required information. 

N/A 

Asked for an electronic copy of the 
scoping report and all the maps that are 
up for display. 

Ms Kruger provided Mr Mashego with a non-technical 
summary and asked Mr Henry Phoko to note that all 
the maps be forwarded to him. 

N/A 

Mr Amos 
Ngobeni 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Stated that many community members 
are looking for jobs. 

The project team noted this comment. 
Refer to Section 
13.5 

Mr Johnny West Open Day  15 January 
Stated that he is concerned about 
effluent. 

Explained that there are people working with the 
municipality to assess if there are steps that can be 
taken to fix the effluent problem. 

N/A 
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Asked where the tailings dams will be 
situated. 

Ms Kruger stated that the new tailings disposal 
facilities design area is still to be finalised.  The tailings 
facility is proposed in two phases. First phase will be 
an elevation of the current facility and the second 
phase located to the east of the current facility. 

Refer to Section 
4.3.3 

Mr Andrew 
Mason 

Open Day 
15 January 
2022 

Stated that he is concerned about the 
high levels of mercury in the water and 
that warning signs should be placed near 
the rivers. He further stated that he is 
concerned about the illegal mining that is 
occurring in the area. 

Ms Kruger noted Mr Mason’s statement. She stated 
that there are plans that will be put in place to 
decrease the levels of illegal mining once the 
proposed project comes into effect. 

Refer to Section 
10.7 

Mr Sello Mabela   Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Stated that he is concerned about the 
recruitment process in relation to the 
plant demolition. 

Mr Phoko took his contact details and stated that his 
details will be forwarded to the relevant persons at 
TGME with regards to the plant demolition. 

N/A 

Mr Johannes 
Mahungela 

Banabakgoshi 
Holdings (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
correspondence 

04 February 
2022 

We as Banabakgoshi Holdings (Pty) Ltd 
would like to request a hard copy of the 
FSR as it was clearly stated on your email 
that if needed it must be requested from 
your stakeholders engagements 
manager, we request it for the purpose of 
going through it and if we need to 

A hard copy of the report was left at the Pilgrims rest 
information centre.   

Mr Mahungela confirmed on 08 April 2022 that he 
was able to download the FSR and review it.  

Annexure E 
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comment we'll do so in line with its 
terms.    

Mr Johannes 
Mahungela 

Banabakgoshi 
Holdings (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
correspondence 

07 February 
2022 

We as Banabakgoshi Holdings (Pty) Ltd 
would like to ask a few questions and find 
clarity on them.  

1. On the 15th of January 2022 during 
the open day, we raised a question 
regarding procurement on local 
SMMEs and Mr Leshoto Moketla 
commented by saying local SMMEs 
will benefit about 30% of 
procurement from the proposed 
project. Our concern here is we have 
gone through the final scoping report 
but there's nowhere written in black 
and white for one to commit 
him/herself regarding this matter. 

The procurement and associated commitments will be 
reported on the Social and Labour plan as part of a 
separate process. It can however be confirmed that 
TGME is aiming that the local SMMEs will benefit by 
about 30% of procurement opportunities from the 
proposed project. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

2. Which method or criteria will be used 
on selection and appointing of 
companies especially local SMMEs, 
especially on small jobs that will 
commence before the start of the 
redevelopment project, e.g clearing 

Local SMMEs are encouraged to submit their company 
profiles to the TGME procurement department. Local 
SMMEs with the required skills and experience will be 
invited to be submit tenders for projects as per the 
tender procedures and standards 
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of plants, civil jobs, fencing, 
establishment of offices, etc.  Are we 
not going to see companies coming in 
and out of the mine without us being 
consulted?                                                
        

3. How are you going to make sure that 
the companies that will be appointed 
on your project are indeed locally 
based to avoid unnecessary 
stoppages of work on your 
project?      

The mitigation measures presented in the EIA/EMPR 
states that local procurement should take precedence. 
These measures are legally binding.  

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Mr Sello Floyd 
Mabela 

Skhila Civic 
Association 

Written Letter  
11 March 
2022 

The Skhila Civic Association is a registered 
non-profit organisation which was 
founded in the community of Skhila, in 
Lydenburg, which is now in the 
boundaries of Ward 13 in Thaba Chweu. 
We are well known as advocates for 
moral justice, who have been fighting for 
the best interest of our people for service 
delivery within our Local Government, 
surrounding Private Companies in the 
Mining Industry, and Local Government 
which we form part of their Stakeholders. 

Thank you for your letter of 11 March 2022 addressed 
to the Kongiwe Stakeholder Engagement team. Please 
note that we are a service provider conducting a 
public participation process for this project on behalf 
of Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited (TGME) and 
its Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), OMI 
Solutions as defined by the National Environmental 
Management Act , 1998 (Act 107 OF 1998) (NEMA) 
and the 2014 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations, as amended. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 
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We take pride in the Socio-Economic 
Development challenges in our 
community and the communities we 
work in since 2013. One of our most 
important portfolio committee is the 
Economic Development, which is the 
office we pen down this letter from. 

The objective of this correspondence is to 
create a good working relationship with 
your good selves, push a greater black 
economic participation with your 
company, and thereby empowering the 
previously disadvantaged. Amongst the 
matters of interest which we wish to 
engage you about is your recruitment 
and employment opportunities within 
your company, as well as your Social 
Labour Plan without violating any of your 
company policies. 

We believe in building good relationships 
with local businesses which we strongly 
believe they play an important role in 
benefitting and developing the lives of 
our people. We therefore think we can 

Kongiwe is not able to advise you on recruitment and 
employment opportunities, since these will be 
managed by TGME through its own channels once the 
project is hopefully authorised and proceeds. 

Skhila Civic Association has been identified and 
registered as an interested and affected party (IAP) as 
defined by the NEMA EIA regulations. As such, we will 
continue to update you on the progress of the project 
and invite you to upcoming stakeholder engagement 
meetings. 

If you have any further queries at this stage or we can 
be of further assistance, please feel free to be in 
touch. 
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work well with Kongiwe Environmental 
this regard. 

Mr Walter 
Segage,  

SINRMAS (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
Correspondence  

28 February 
2022 

Kindly register me on behalf of my 
company as an I&AP for the proposed 
resuscitation of the TGME mine. 

 

I am a land claimant in the area, and I 
was born and raised in the village of 
Moremela 15 km away from the 
proposed mining activity. Also, as a water 
resource management company CEO, we 
are interested in how the project will 
manage its wastewater discharge back 
into the river system and would like to 
partner with the mine as a water quality 
monitor. 

We hereby acknowledge your registration on the 
project.  

The water treatment options are currently being 
designed by EcoElementum Engineers.  

The contact details of the mine manager, to contact 
regarding procurement and how to become a vendor 
is inserted below for ease: 

Leshoto Moketla 

Tel (Site): +27 13 590 2040 

Email : leshotom@tgme.co.za 

N/A 

Mr Walter 
Segage,  

SINRMAS (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
Correspondence 

01 April 2022 

My name is Walter Segage, the Chief 
Executive of SINRMAS (Pty) Ltd, a 
specialised SMME with focus of water 
quality monitoring and wastewater 
treatment. 

Thanks for getting in touch. 

Kindly note that the I&AP registration process and the 
vendor registration process are separate process. If 
you wish to register as a vendor for future 
procurement opportunities kindly get in touch with 
our procurement department and request the 

Section 13.5 

mailto:leshotom
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I am personally part of the claimant 
community of the Greater Pilgrims Rest 
area. 

I would like to introduce my company as 
a partner/solution provider on your 
water quality monitoring and effluent 
management needs as you embark on 
your mining activities. 

I’d appreciate an opportunity to meet in 
person if so possible at a date and time 
convenient to you. 

My business details are: 

Street Address: 45 Marloth Street 
Mbombela 1200 

E-Mail: walter@sinrmas.com  

Mobile: 083 789 1687 or 072 510 4245 

Office: 013 752 3695 

Web: www.sinrmas.com 

I really look forward to meeting you.  

necessary application form for registration on the 
supplier database. 

I hope you’ll find this to be in order. 

 

mailto:walter@sinrmas.com
http://www.sinrmas.com/
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Mr Walter 
Segage,  

SINRMAS (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
Correspondence 

1 April 2022 

My name is Walter Segage, the Chief 
Executive of SINRMAS (Pty) Ltd, a 
specialised SMME with focus of water 
quality 

monitoring and wastewater treatment. 

I am personally part of the claimant 
community of the Greater Pilgrims Rest 
area. 

I would like to introduce my company as 
a partner/solution provider on your 
water quality monitoring and effluent 

management needs as you embark on 
your mining activities. 

I’d appreciate an opportunity to meet in 
person if so possible at a date and time 
convenient to you. 

My business details are: 

Street Address: 45 Marloth Street 
Mbombela 1200 

E-Mail: walter@sinrmas.com 

Mobile: 083 789 1687 or 072 510 4245 

Good morning, Mr Segage, 

Thanks for getting in touch. 

Kindly note that the I&AP registration process and the 
vendor registration process are separate process. If 
you wish to register as a vendor for future 
procurement opportunities kindly get in touch with 
our procurement department and 

request the necessary application form for 
registration on the supplier database. 

I hope you’ll find this to be in order. 

Section 13.5 
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Office: 013 752 3695 

Web: www.sinrmas.com 

I really look forward to meeting you. 

Mr Walter 
Segage,  

SINRMAS (Pty) 
Ltd 

E-Mail 
Correspondence 

05 April 2022 

Noted with thanks. 

I’d gladly appreciate you sharing the 
contact details for your procurement 
department! 

Kindly check the email recipients herein. Thanks! N/A 

23.1 Sabie Chamber of Commerce and Tourism (SCCT) 

Ms Bronwyn 
Morris 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME has a plan in place to deal 
with illegal mining activities being 
undertaken in their mining areas.  

Mr Mundell said TGME has a hired a security company 
that deals with illegal mining in a professional manner. 
He added that illegal mining will only cease once 
TGME starts mining in the area. 

Refer to Section 
9.10.3 for 
actions 
proposed as 
part of 
continued 
mining including 
rehabilitation of 
areas of damage 
by illegal 
miners.  
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Ms Bronwyn 
Morris 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked if TGME starts with mining in 
Sabie, will an EIA process be undertaken. 

Ms Kruger confirmed that an EIA for Sabie which will 
be undertaken in the future and the SCCT will be kept 
updated. 

Mr Mundell added that a pre-feasibility study for 
Rietfontein is currently underway. 

N/A 

Ms Bronwyn 
Morris 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Enquired about how TGME plans to 
manage mining waste. 

Mr Mundell said that waste will be deposited to the 
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF) at the TGME Plant area. 

Refer to Section 
4.5.5 

Ms Bronwyn 
Morris 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Asked where ore will be sourced from. 

Mr Mundell said for phase 1, ore will be sourced from 
Beta North, Clewer, Dukes and Morgenzon (CDM) and 
Frankfort, all these are existing underground 
workings. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 for 
the project 
description 

Ms Bronwyn 
Morris 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that the questions the SCCT has 
compiled are mostly for mining activities 
in Sabie. 

Ms Thomas- Kasangana encouraged Ms Morris to 
send written questions/ concerns to TGME. 

N/A 

Mr Rupert 
Culwick 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Indicated that the SCCT will not oppose 
TGME’s proposed mining activities, 
provided all environmental impacts are 
mitigated. 

Mr Mundell pointed that TGME is a subsidiary of 
Theta Gold Mines Limited, a company listed on the 
Australian Stock Exchange, with Chinese, German and 
American investors. We need to manage and mitigate 

Refer to Section 
13  
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the environmental impacts caused by our mining 
operations, since failure to do so is a risk to our listing.  

Mr Mundell expressed his apologies for the negative 
comments uttered by the previous management 
team. 

Mr Mitford 
Mundell 

One-on-one 
consultation 
meeting 

21 October 
2021 

Pointed out TGME will develop a Social 
and Labour Plan (SLP) in line with the 
Mining Charter. TGME will engage with 
the SCCT and other relevant stakeholder 
to investigate Local Economic 
Development projects that TGME can 
invest in.  

Comment was noted and welcomed. N/A 

Ms Bronwyn 

Morris 

One-on-one 

consultation 

meeting 

21 October 

2021 

Stated that she will send a list of 

questions and concerns to TGME.  
Comment was noted and welcomed. N/A 

Mr Willie Kruger 
Written 
Comment 

06 January 
2022 

Although this proposed mine 
redevelopment will not have a direct 
effect on Sabie, it could have an impact 
on our tourism sector in the Lowveld.  

I therefore attach our comments as well. 

Noted.  

Refer to Section 
13 on the 
impacts and 
management 
measures 



 Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited: 83 MR  

Comments and Responses Report 

© 2022 Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

 

183 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

1. As this is a heritage site, how will its 
history be preserved for future 
generations? Heritage sites? 

1. A phase 1 heritage impact assessment has been 
done as part of the scoping phase and will be further 
elaborated on during the EIA phase. Engineering 
designs have been developed to reduce the impact on 
historical findings as much as possible. All necessary 
permits will be applied for where avoidance will not 
be possible. Where these permits will be required, a 
Phase 2 Heritage study which will include the 
documenting of any findings will be done to allow for 
the information to be preserved for future generation. 
Also please refer to the Annexure N of the Scoping 
report. 

Refer to Section 
9.13.1 

 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 

2. Will a reputable archaeologist be 
utilised to remove any historic artefacts 
from site before mining commences? 
Where will this be preserved?  

2. Yes. The archaeologist will be a reputable registered 
archaeologist. The archaeologist will be in 
consultation with the Pilgrims Rest Museum to 
determine if sites should be removed if certain 
aspects should be preserved in the museum. 

Refer to 
Annexure Q 

3. What percentage of the workforce will 
be sourced from the local population? 

3. It is proposed that 70% of the work force be 
procured from the local population. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

4. Where will the workforce be housed? 
(Construction of residential 
properties/compounds, plans to avoid 

4. The work force as mentioned will be 70% local and 
therefore reside locally. The additional 30% workers 
will be from the mining industry and will reside in the 

Refer to Section 
13.5 
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further damage to historical areas? 
/Damage to the environment/ 
management of illegal mining/ poaching 
etc.?) 

surrounding areas namely Graskop, Pilgrims and 
Sabie. Further mitigation regarding work force 
housing will be provided for in the EIA level Socio-
Economic Study. 

5. What route will heavy-duty trucks be 
using when removing ore and what plans 
are in place to: a) improve current roads, 
and b) to maintain these roads on an 
ongoing basis?  

5. The routes proposed to be used for the transport of 
ore as mentioned in the Scoping report – Section 
4.3.7. The Frankfort mine is located 26 km north of 
the plant area and is accessed via a dirt road off the 
R533. The CDM mine will be accessed via the R533 to 
the plant. A traffic impact assessment is underway 
and results and mitigation including if required 
upgrades will be presented in the EIA report.   

Refer to Section 
4.5.6 

6. Where will water be sourced from and 
where will wastewater be disposed of? 
How will water sources be protected 
from pollution and monitored on an 
ongoing basis? How will sewerage be 
dealt with? Where will domestic refuse 
be dumped and how will the dumpsite be 
managed? (Environmental impact and 
management of leachate). How will 
additional electricity usage impact on the 
Town and its surroundings? Are there 
plans in place to utilise e.g., solar power/ 

6. The mine is in possession of an approved 
abstraction permit from the Blyde River for the Beta 
North and Plant area. Frankfort and CDM will rely on 
the dewatering water to be re-used in the process. All 
sites will comply with the requirements of GN 704 of 
1999 that requires the separation of clean and dirty 
water as well as re-use and circulation of dirty water. 
Detailed stormwater management plans are being 
developed by civil engineers to avoid any 
contamination of the surrounding environment. The 
Geohydrological study will propose additional 
monitoring points, above those already being 

Refer to Section 
4.5.8 

Refer to Section 
4.5.9 
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other renewable sources of power 
generation? 

monitored to allow for early detection should any 
contamination take place. More detail will be 
provided in the EIA level reports.  

The Frankfort and CDM areas will make use of 
portable toilets which will be serviced according to a 
dedicated schedule. The Plant and Beta area will make 
use of the current change house facilities available at 
the mine. The plant will have a new treatment plant 
and sewage reticulation system. Treated sewage will 
be re-used in the process.  

All domestic types of waste will be disposed of at a 
registered landfill site operated by the municipality. 
Safe disposal certificates will be kept at the mine for 
all waste disposed.  

The Frankfort and CDM shaft areas will make use of 
diesel generators. The plant and Beta will make use of 
the Eskom electricity supply. An Eskom consumer 
substation located near the operations supplies 6.6 kV 
electricity via a single overhead line to the TGME 
plant. The current supply capacity to the operation is 
2.5 MVA, which is supplied by a 2.5 MVA 22 kV/6.6 kV 
transformer; a second 2.5 MVA 22 kV/6.6 kV 
transformer is installed as a standby unit. The planned 
mining operations will necessitate an upgrade to the 
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current supply. This would require an application for 
an upgrade to Eskom’s supply capacity, which would 
necessitate the installation of larger transformers at 
the Eskom consumer substation. 

Alternative power supply options have been evaluated 
in the scoping report. However due to the ecological 
sensitive nature of the environment surrounding the 
mine and the required power supply the options of 
solar has not been found feasible as this will require a 
large area to be cleared to allow for sufficient supply 
to be generated. Where possible however energy 
saving methods will however be implemented that 
will not only lead to reduced load but also cost savings 
for TGME. 

7. What plans are in place to deal with 
possible informal (squatter) settlements 
that usually follow such developments? 

7. The influx of people to the area and the associated 
mitigation measures will be discussed in the Socio-
economic study as part of the EIA phase. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

8. How will tourist routes be affected and 
if there will be an effect, what plans are 
in place to shield them from being 
exposed to disruptive mining activities? 
(Lowveld Tourism activities impact on all 
surrounding towns including Sabie) 

8. The R533 will be used to truck ore to the plant area. 
The product at each shaft area will undergo a Dense 
Medium Separation Process which will lead to 
reduced need for trucks and traffic on the roads 
towards the plant areas. The final product will be 
transported by air. A traffic impact assessment is 

Refer to Section 
13.5 
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underway and results and mitigation including if 
required upgrades will be presented in the EIA report. 

9. What environmental protection plans 
will be in place and how will this be 
managed? 

9. An EMPr will be compiled which will include 
mitigation measures that will be legally binding to 
TGME to operate under. Further to that TGME is 
proposing an Environmental continued Mining plan 
which will focus on the replenishment of the currently 
licensed abstraction volume by removing alien 
invasive plant species and addressing catchment scale, 
extraneous threats of erosion and wildfires. 

Mitigation 
measures are 
described in 
Section 13.5 

10. Rehabilitation programme (ongoing 
whilst mining and final)? 

10. TGME needs to compile an annual and final 
closure plan according the NEMA Financial Provision 
Regulations, 2015. These plans also must be updated 
annually to propose ongoing rehabilitation, where this 
can be done as well as the final rehabilitation 
measures that will need to be legally complied to. The 
Financial provision reports will form part of the EIA 
Phase reporting.  

Refer to Section 
25 

Mr Rupert 
Culwick  

Director 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022  

Asked where the illegal miners operate 
relative to the project sites. 

Mr Thornton indicated that securing the mining areas 
is part of TGME’s plan for the proposed project. He 
indicated that as soon as the proposed project is in full 

N/A 
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 effect, there will be means to deal with the illegal 
miners. 

23.2 Sabie Ratepayers Association (SRA) 

Capt. Gwilym 
Rees 

Chairman 

E-Mail 
06 January 
2021 

While the Sabie Ratepayers Association 
(SRA) cannot be seen as an Interested 
and Affected Party (I&AP) with regards to 
Pilgrims Rest and its immediate area, the 
Sabie Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism has, we believe registered, due 
to the mining activities and the impact on 
tourism, etc. in this entire area. 

We are, however, aware that TGME / 
Theta et al. also intends to undertake 
activities (e.g., prospecting, mining, etc.) 
in and around the Sabie area at some 
time in the future. Kindly advise whether 
Kongiwe will be involved in such 
activities. If so, please note that it is 
therefore imperative that the SRA be 
kept fully informed of such intentions and 
be given adequate opportunity to register 

Thank you for your correspondence received as per 
the email below. 

Please note that TGME has committed to involve and 
keep the Sabie Ratepayers Association updated with 
any developments as proposed in the Sabie area in 
future. 

N/A 
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as an I&AP regarding any and all such 
activities in the Sabie area. 

Capt. Gwilym 
Rees 

Chairman 

E-Mail 
14 January 
2022 

Thank you for your response. The 
statutory notice periods for public 
participation are not sufficient for us to 
also appoint experts etc. We therefore 
require to be informed timeously of 
TGME / 

Theta’s intentions in the Sabie area, on 
an on-going basis. We also require more 
expedient responses to our 
communications. 

We acknowledge your concerns. 

Please note that the timelines are as prescribed by the 
NEMA and associated Environmental Impact 
Assessment Regulations, 2014 (as amended) (EIA 
Regulations), and therefore legal binding to the 
process for applications. 

TGME has however committed to proactively keep the 
Sabie Ratepayers Association up to date with the 
planning of future projects, as mentioned at the 
meeting of the 21st of October 2021. 

N/A 

Capt. Gwilym 
Rees 

Chairman 

Open Day  
15 January 
2022 

Asked if the redevelopment of the mines 
includes a processing plant 

Mr Thornton confirmed that the redevelopment is 
inclusive of upgrading the processing plant. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 

Asked if the landowners within the 
mining right areas are happy with mining 
activities taking place on their land. 

Mr Thornton indicated that the project team is still in 
discussions with the landowners. 

Refer to Section 
8.1.1 

He raised a concern that the traffic from 
the mining sites to the processing plant 
might have an impact on tourism in the 
area. He then asked what the traffic 

Mr Thornton informed Capt. Rees that the Traffic 
Impact Assessment (TIA) is underway. The TIA will 
assess the impacts that the proposed project might 
have on traffic, as well as the quality of the roads in 

Refer to Section 
9.13.7 
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volume will be in the operational phase 
of the mines. 

the area and if they are up to standard to 
accommodate the proposed project ‘s traffic. 

Commented that TGME should take on 
the responsibility of dealing with the 
illegal miners because if they are in 
TGME’s mining areas, then they are 
stealing from TGME. He suggested that 
TGME should secure their mining areas 
before the mining areas are formalised. 

Mr Thornton indicated that securing the mining areas 
is part of TGME’s plan for the proposed project. He 
indicated that as soon as the proposed project is in full 
effect, there will be means to deal with the illegal 
miners. 

N/A 

Asked if employment opportunities that 
arise from the proposed project will be 
made available to the Pilgrim’s Rest 
community 

Mr Thornton confirmed that the job opportunities 
that arise from the proposed project will be made 
available to the Pilgrim’s Rest community. 

Refer to Section 
13.5 

Raised concern about water management 
and security. He also stated that he took 
pictures of the Sabie River and requested 
that Inkomati-Usuthu Catchment 
Management Agency do research on the 
water quality 

Mr Phoko asked for the photographs that Captain 
Rees took of the Sabie River. Capt. Rees provided the 
entire document of the water quality study. 

N/A 

Asked if the boreholes will be opened for 
groundwater quality monitoring. 

Mr Thornton indicated that a groundwater study is 
currently underway, and this study will provide details 
on the impacts on groundwater, as well as suitable 

Refer to Section 
9.9 and 13.3 
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locations for where the monitoring boreholes should 
be drilled around various infrastructure 

23.3 Kruger-2-Canyons (K2C) NPC  

John Job  

Chairman 

Written 
Comment 

29 
November 
2021 

K2C NPC has submitted several 
documents which list our concerns. I 
refer you to those submissions. 

This was noted. N/A 

Ms Romy 
Antrobus-Wuth 

Ecologist 

E-mail 
26 January 
2022 

The mining application falls within the 
Kruger to Canyons Biosphere Region. 
Biospheres are recognised internationally 
as sites that promote solutions for 
reconciling the conservation of 
biodiversity with its sustainable use, as 
part of UNESCOs Man and the Biosphere 
Programme. In South Africa Biospheres 
are endorsed by the Department of 
Environmental Affairs and each has 
several key strategic goals. The Kruger to 
Canyons Biosphere Region NPC (K2C) was 
established to implement projects to 
achieve these goals within the Kruger to 
Canyons Biosphere. The Mpumalanga 
escarpment area is a priority area and 

The concern is noted. Specialist studies in the EIA 
phase mentioned in Section 20.3 of the Scoping report 
will take the points raised by K2C into account as 
further elaborated below. 

Refer to Section 
9 and Annexure 
G to T 
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K2C has implemented several projects 
with a focus on improved land 
management, protected area expansion, 
water security and sustainable socio-
economic development. 83MR Mining 
Right falls within these priority areas and 
we have a number of concerns, detailed 
below, regarding this and other mining 
projects along the Mpumalanga 
Escarpment in the Blyde catchment. 
Specialist studies and proposed 
mitigation measures proposed during the 
EIA phase should take the following 
points into account. 

1. Terrestrial Ecology   

1.1 The areas around Pilgrim’s Rest have 
been highly transformed and the few 
remaining grassland fragments are of 
critical importance. 

 

Thank you for your comment. To mitigate the risk of 
loss of Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs), sensitive 
floral communities, threatened ecosystems and floral 
Species of Conservation Concern (SCCs) a biodiversity 
verification and pre-feasibility assessment was 
conducted in May 2021 to identify environmental 
buffer zones. The assessment informed the 
engineering concept designs to ensure that the 
surface infrastructure layout is limited to previously 

Refer to Section 
9.10 

1.2 Dukes is entirely located in an 
Irreplaceable Critical Biodiversity Area 
(CBA), with the southern section of 
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Morgenzon and the northern section of 
Beta also within an Irreplaceable CBA. 
The north-western section of Frankfort is 
within an Optimal CBA. 

disturbed areas where possible. It should be noted 
that the designs will undergo further optimisation 
once the summer surveys are completed by the 
ecologist (currently being undertaken). The approach 
will remain the same, that is, to reduce/limit any type 
of vegetation clearance. 

1.3 The large number of rare and 
endangered species in grasslands is a 
particular problem for environmental 
impact assessment. They are mostly 
small, very localised and visible for only a 
few weeks in the year when they flower. 
Most surveys will not pick them up and 
special skills are required to locate and 
identify them reliably. Due to this, 
grassland systems are 

notoriously difficult to rehabilitate to 
their original biodiversity state (previous 
point). 

1.3 These concerns are noted. The specialist will 
conduct surveys over various seasons. An initial scan 
of the areas was undertaken from the 19th to the 
22nd of April 2021 for Frankfort, Morgenzon and Beta, 
with Dukes visited on the 28th of September 2021 and 
EIA level surveys was conducted end of January 2022. 
This is to assure that various flowering seasons are 
evaluated. The results of all the surveys will be 
presented in the EIA phase. 

Refer to Section 
9.10 

1.4 According to the Mpumalanga 
Biodiversity Conservation Plan (MBCP) 
mining is not a suitable land use for these 
areas. 

1.4 The project is for the redevelopment of historical 
mining areas and will not be for new mining areas. 
Furthermore, as stated above the areas identified for 

Refer to Section 
9.10 
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development will be limited as far as possible to 
previously disturbed footprints. 

1.5 The proposed development falls 
within the Malmani Karstlands 
Threatened Ecosystem, which was 
Gazetted in 2011 (National Gazette No. 
34809, 09 December 2011, Vol 558) 
acknowledging its importance and threat 
status under S.52 (1)(a) of the National 
Environmental Management: Biodiversity 
Act. 

1.5 Thank you for this valuable comment. To mitigate 
the risk of loss of Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs), 
sensitive floral communities, threatened ecosystems 
and floral Species of Conservation Concern (SCCs) a 
biodiversity verification and pre-feasibility assessment 
was conducted in May 2021 to identify environmental 
buffer zones. The assessment informed the 
engineering concept designs to ensure that the 
surface infrastructure layout is limited to previously 
disturbed areas where possible. It should be noted 
that the designs will undergo further optimisation 
once the summer surveys are completed by the 
ecologist (currently being undertaken). The approach 
will remain the same to reduce/limited any type of 
vegetation clearance. 

Refer to Section 

9.10 

1.6 There are a number of Nature 
Reserves in the area with the proposed 
mine in the footprint of the newly 
declared Morgenzon South Nature 
Reserve 

1.6 TGME has obtained numerous legal opinions in 
this regard and we understand that as a pre-existing 
mining operation, the operations may continue, 
subject to conditions that may be imposed by the 
Minister.  TGME is actively engaging the of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (the Minister) on the 
conditions for the continuation of the mining activities 
in the newly declared Morgenzon FNR. Proposed 

Refer to Section 
9.10 



 Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited: 83 MR  

Comments and Responses Report 

© 2022 Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

 

195 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

conditions for Continued Mining have been submitted 
to the Minister. TGME will also be applying for the 
necessary licences that are now required in terms of 
section 23 of the NFA to operate in the FNR. 

 

1.7 South Africa is a signatory to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and 
has committed to achieving the Aichi 
Targets. Mining in this area could 
compromise these commitments and 
significant conservation investments 
being made by MTPA and K2C. 

1.7 The concern is noted. It is proposed to re-develop 
the pre-existing underground mining operations with 
the existing 83MR area. Due to the sensitive 
biodiversity of the area, the redevelopment planning 
has focussed on remaining as close as possible to the 
previously disturbed footprints to avoid/limit any 
additional physical ecological impacts. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5  

1.8 As a result of the above, the majority 
of the project footprint falls within an 
area considered to be of Highest 
Biodiversity Importance, according to the 
national Mining and Biodiversity 
Guidelines, endorsed by both DFFE and 
DMR. 

1.8 The concern is noted. Due to the sensitive 
biodiversity of the area, the redevelopment planning 
has focussed on remaining as close as possible to the 
previously disturbed footprints to avoid/limit any 
additional physical ecological impacts 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 

1.9 Any proposed new surface 
developments need to take the above in 
to account. 

Noted  
Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 

2. Blyde Catchment & Water Security   
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2.1 The Blyde Catchment is listed as a 
class I catchment, indicating the need for 
high environmental protection and 
minimal utilization in terms of section 
13(4) of the National Water Act (Act No. 
36 of 1998). It is also listed as a Strategic 
Water Source Area as it provides a 
disproportionate amount of water crucial 
to surrounding communities and 
including a multitude of downstream 
water users. These include the towns of 
Hoedspruit and Phalaborwa, the Lowveld 
agricultural sector as well as rural 
communities and protected areas. 

The concern is acknowledged. Eco Elementum 
Engineering has been appointed by TGME to design all 
the water management systems and mine residue 
waste containment facilities for the proposed project.  

The water management system is being designed and 
implemented based on the principles of GN 704 of 
1999. Dirty water that will be generated will be 
contained and re-used as far as possible while clean 
water will be diverted away from the designated dirty 
areas as far as possible. No dirty water will be 
discharged into the Blyde River. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 

2.2 The Blyde River, which flows through 
the project area is also listed as high 
priority in terms of the National 
Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Areas 
assessment (NFEPA, 2011). 

2.3 The potential long-term impacts of 
the processing plant, remaining waste 
rock dumps and tailing facilities could 
have on the Blyde River due to leaching 
of contaminants also needs to be 

2.3 The mine residue containment facilities are being 
designed to comply with the requirements of the 
National Environmental Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 
2008) and its incorporated regulations. The 
implementation of the correct pollution control 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 and 
Section 13.5 
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adequately addressed. Increased 
sedimentation as a result of mining 
activities is also a concern in the upper 
Blyde system. 

barrier system will ensure that no wastewater will 
leach into the Blyde River. 

Furthermore, the designs presented have been 
influenced by inputs and proposed management 
measures from the Aquatic and Terrestrial Ecologist as 
well as the appointed Geohydrologist. These will 
further be refined and presented in the EIA phase for 
comment and input from K2C and other stakeholders. 

2.4 The Morgenzon area has been 
identified as being very sensitive from an 
aquatic biodiversity perspective. The 
complex nature of the landscape will 
require very careful planning of the 
proposed mining project prevent any 
significant impact on this unique and very 
sensitive receiving environment 
throughout the life cycle of the mine. 

2.4 Please see previous response. The baseline of the 
development area has been defined in Section 10.1 
and 10.9 of the Scoping report. The water 
management system is being designed and 
implemented based on the principles of GN 704 of 
1999. Dirty water that will be generated will be 
contained and re-used as far as possible while clean 
water will be diverted away from the designated dirty 
areas as far as possible. 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 as 
well as 
mitigation 
measures in 
Section 13.5 

2.5 K2C is concerned that the cumulative 
need to be suitably assessed. It is public 
knowledge that TGME themselves have 
further development plans within the 
catchment – these have not been 
considered. 

2.5 A new TGME management team was appointed 
during October 2020 and the team has only now 
started to re-evaluate possible future developments 
at desktop level. There are therefore still uncertainties 
around the exact details and location of developments 
that will be pursued in future. As and when 
information becomes available this will be 

N/A 



 Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited: 83 MR  

Comments and Responses Report 

© 2022 Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

 

198 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

METHOD 

DATE OF 

COMMENTS 

RECEIVED 

ISSUES RAISED 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AS MANDATED BY THE 

APPLICANT 

SECTION 

REFERENCE IN 

THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

communicated via the stakeholder platforms to be 
proposed. The cumulative assessment could only be 
approached on the strategic level as the future 
planning becomes available. A list of the anticipated 
cumulative impacts will be provided in the EIA report, 
however, to qualify this more information would need 
to be made available as planning progresses in future 
phases. The EIA report will however provide a list of 
all its historical mining rights and show these on a 
map. 

2.6 Issues raised around access, 
hampering the ability to conduct detailed 
assessments, is a concern for the EIA 
phase. 

2.6 The concern is noted. Access to the CDM project 
site is a safety and security risk due to illegal mining 
activities. Professional security services were arranged 
for specialists to conduct and complete additional 
surveys for their respective scoping phase studies. All 
areas will be evaluated in detail prior to the EIA phase. 

N/A 

3.Tourism   

3.1 If this landscape is compromised in 
any way (directly or indirectly) it will 
significantly negatively impact on the 
current sustainable livelihoods provided 
by tourism ventures linked to Pilgrim’s 
Rest, the Panorama Route and those that 
may still be created in the future. 

3.1 Specialist studies as listed in the Scoping report 
Section 20.3 (including but not limited to Freshwater 
and aquatic ecology impact assessment, 
Geohydrological impact assessment and stormwater 
management plans) are being undertaken as part of 
the EIA and water use license application process to 
determine the risk to the environment. The specialist 

Refer to Section 
4.4 and 4.5 and 
Section 13.5 
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Pilgrim’s Rest is already a well-
established and marketed tourism 
destination. The focus should be on 
providing sustainable and long-term 
economic opportunities and skill 
development for the people of this area. 

evaluations will form part of the inputs into the socio-
economic study that will specifically address the 
possible impacts on tourism. The project is specifically 
for the redevelopment of historical mining areas as to 
limited additional impacts on undisturbed areas.  

As part of this process proper designs and 
management measures will be formulated and 
presented as part of the EIA report and will be 
available in the EIA phase for comment. The possible 
downstream socio-economic impacts associated with 
the possible impact on the water quality and quantity 
of the Blyde River (and therefore tourism) will be 
further addressed through the various mitigation 
measures proposed in the EIA specialist studies. 

3.2 The Thaba Chweu Local Municipality 
has prioritized tourism as the main key 
driver of Local Economic Development, 
and this is especially relevant in the 
Graskop and Blyde landscape. 

3.2 Please refer to the previous response above. 
Refer to Section 
13.5 

3.3 The indirect impact of the expected 
number of trucks and the associated 
increased road usage is also a concern. 
An increase of trucks on these roads are 
not merely an aesthetic issue to visitors 

3.3 The concern is noted. A Traffic Impact Assessment 
(TIA) is currently underway. The TIA will assess the 
impacts that the proposed project might have on 
traffic, as well as the quality of the roads in the area 
and if they are up to standard to accommodate the 

Refer to Section 
9.13.7 
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of the area, but also a safety concern to 
both locals and tourists alike using the 
roads. 

proposed project ‘s traffic. The study will also evaluate 
the requirements for upgrades for both load and 
safety purposes. 

3.4 Tourism cannot be seen in isolation. It 
is closely linked to the natural resources 
that are required to support visitor 
services and we are concerned that 
mining in this landscape would threaten 
this. 

3.4 The possible downstream socio-economic impacts 
associated with the possible impact on the water 
quality and quantity of the Blyde River (and therefore 
tourism) will be further addressed through the various 
mitigation measures proposed in the EIA specialist 
studies.   

The negative and positive impacts of the project will 
be assessed in the socio-economic study that will be 
provided during the EIA phase. 

Refer to Section 
13 

4. Cumulative Impacts   

4.1 The extent of mining applications in 
this part of the Mpumalanga Escarpment 
is of concern and the EIA needs to 
thoroughly investigate the cumulative 
impacts, particularly from a catchment 
perspective. There is the potential to 
have serious negative ramifications for 
this important area. 

4.1 Future developments are currently being 
evaluated on desktop level. As and when information 
becomes available this will be communicated via the 
stakeholder platforms to be proposed.  

A new TGME management team was appointed 
during October 2020 and the team has only now 
started to re-evaluate the future developments at 
desktop level. There are therefore still uncertainties 
around the exact details and location of developments 
that will be pursued in future. As and when 
information becomes available this will be 

Refer to Section 
4.1 and Section 
13.3.13 
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communicated via the stakeholder platforms to be 
proposed. The cumulative assessment could only be 
approached on the strategic level as the future 
planning becomes available. A list of the anticipated 
cumulative impacts will be provided in the EIA report, 
however, to qualify this more information would need 
to be made available as planning progresses in future 
phases. The EIA report will however provide a list of 
all its historical mining rights and show these on a 
map.   

4.2 TGME have made it publicly known 
that they intend on expanding their 
operations in the area. To look at each 
individual application in isolation would 
therefore be misleading. The TGME 
Project portfolio includes more than 43 
historical mines across a large rights area 
of 62,000 hectares. It is imperative that a 
strategic environmental assessment be 
undertaken considering all applications 
(10167, 10161, 83 MR as well as 198, 330, 
340, 341, 358 and 433 MR) and that 
stakeholders are made aware of the 
entire proposed mining vision which is 
not currently being communicated. In 

4.2 Future developments are currently being 
evaluated on desktop level. As and when information 
becomes available this will be communicated via the 
stakeholder platforms to be proposed. Cumulative 
impacts from possible future mining on this system 
will be evaluated in the EIA report. 
 

A new TGME management team was appointed 
during October 2020 and the team has only now 
started to re-evaluate the future developments at 
desktop level. There are therefore still uncertainties 
around the exact details and location of developments 
that will be pursued in future. As and when 
information becomes available this will be 
communicated via the stakeholder platforms to be 

Refer to Section 
4.1 and Section 
13.3.13 
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addition, the Panorama Route which 
centres on Blyde River Canyon Nature 
Reserve may also be compromised and 
this has not been adequately considered 
in the past by related TGME applications. 
It is still of our opinion that the EIA 
processes for previous TGME applications 
10161 and 10167 were completely 
inadequate, and it is worrying that there 
has been no communication regarding 
these applications, which cannot be seen 
in isolation to the 83 MR application. 

proposed. The cumulative assessment could only be 
approached on the strategic level as the future 
planning becomes available. A list of the anticipated 
cumulative impacts will be provided in the EIA report. 
However, to qualify this, more information would 
need to be made available as planning progresses in 
future phases. The EIA report will however provide a 
list of all its historical mining rights and show these on 
a map.   

4.3 Roads cleared in the grassland areas 
for prospecting purposes have already 
resulted in further damage. Roads have 
been created on steep slopes, with no silt 
traps or any other erosion mitigation 
measures visible. This does not instil faith 
that TGME will appropriately mitigate 
against even greater environmental 
impacts should the proposed applications 
be approved. 

4.3 Your concern is noted. Plans for rehabilitation on 
the prospecting roads have been presented to the 
DMRE for approval.  

Eco Elementum Engineering has been appointed by 
TGME to design a water management system and 
mine residue waste containment facilities for the 
proposed project.  

The water management system is being designed and 
implemented based on the principles of GN 704 of 
1999. Dirty water which will be generated will be 
contained and re-used as far as possible while clean 

N/A 
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water will be diverted away from the designated dirty 
areas as far as possible.  

Theta Gold Mines, a company listed on the Australian 
Securities Exchange, currently owns 74% of TGME 
shareholding. Theta Gold Mines, as a listed company, 
must ensure that TGME is operated in an 
environmentally responsible manner. A new TGME 
management team was appointed during October 
2020 and the team has committed to environmentally 
sustainable and responsible mining in the full lifecycle 
of mining.   

In addition, TGME will be legally bound to the 
conditions of the various authorisations and 
permissions once granted. Compliance with the 
conditions of the authorisations will be verified 
through annual external compliance audits. 

4.4 During the previous EIA that was 
undertaken (for the open cast mining, 
that has since changed) 
offsets/compensation were one of the 
key considerations. No 
offsets/compensation is mentioned in the 
current scoping report. This is highly 
concerning. Although the mining 

4.4 Thank you for this valuable comment. TGME has 
appointed Mark Botha from Conservation Strategy 
Tactics and Insight to develop ecological 
compensation programme for implementation. This 
programme is aimed at rehabilitating the ecological 
and hydrological functioning of the upper portions of 
the Blyde River catchment (Refer to Section 10.9.3 of 
the scoping report) by, among others, funding the 

Refer to Section 

9.10.3  
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approach and methodology has changed 
the impacts will still be unavoidable from 
a water and biodiversity perspective for 
the area. Given the history of TGME in 
the landscape and the plans for 
expansion as openly cited by TGME 
executives during the previous EIA 
process, this is a big gap in the current 
scoping report and needs to be 
addressed. The needs for 
offsets/compensation should form part of 
this process as TGME has committed to 
similar discussions in the past. 

planning and coordination of alien invasive tree 
species control efforts and fire belt implementation. 
The specific details around the compensation 
programme will be elaborated on in the EIA report.  

A new TGME management team was appointed 
during October 2020 and the team has only now 
started to re-evaluate the future developments at 
desktop level. There are therefore still uncertainties 
around the exact details and location of developments 
that will be pursued in future. As and when 
information becomes available this will be 
communicated via the stakeholder platforms to be 
proposed. The cumulative assessment could only be 
approached on the strategic level as the future 
planning becomes available. A list of the anticipated 
cumulative impacts will be provided in the EIA report, 
however, to qualify this more information would need 
to be made available as planning progresses in future 
phases. The EIA report will however provide a list of 
all its historical mining rights and show these on a 
map.   

4.5 Historically the environmental 
management of mining sites in this area 
has not been good by TGME. Therefore, 
we would like to see how the 

4.5 A stakeholder engagement plan is being 
developed by Kongiwe Environmental to ensure 
transparent discussions. The stakeholder engagement 
plan relevant to the mining operation will be 

Refer to 

Annexure E 
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environmentally responsible 
management of impacts during, and post 
mining are managed in an accountable 
and transparent manner that involves all 
relevant parties in the landscape. This 
type of stakeholder approach is missing 
from the Scoping Report and will need to 
be addressed. 

presented in the EIA report. The stakeholder 
engagement way forward during this process is 
described in Section 20.7 and Annexure E. 

Conclusion   

While historical mining has occurred on 
these sites, this has been at a far smaller 
scale. It is also known that historical 
mining by TGME had impacts in terms of 
leaching into the Blyde River. The 
cumulative effects of mining projects 
such as this in the Mpumalanga 
Escarpment area have not been 
adequately investigated to fully quantify 
latent impacts occurring well into the 
future. These catchments support key 
sectors and communities in the Lowveld 
which includes the Hoedspruit farming 
area; the Kruger National Park and 
adjacent reserves and provides potable 
water for the towns of Hoedspruit and 

Eco Elementum Engineering has been appointed by 
TGME to design a water management system as well 
as the mine residue waste containment facilities to 
ensure that no water from the operations is 
discharged or leached into the Blyde River. Various 
specialist studies are being undertaken as part of this 
EIA and water use license application process to 
determine the risk to the downstream environment, if 
any. The specialist evaluations will include the 
groundwater pathway to the Blyde river as well. These 
designs and management measures will be presented 
in the EIA reporting documents for further comment. 
The possible downstream socio-economic impacts 
associated with the possible impact on the water 
quality and quantity of the Blyde River (and therefore 
tourism) will be further addressed through the various 

Refer to Section 

4.3 and 4.5 also 

refer to Section 

13.5 
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Phalaborwa with communities along the 
escarpment directly reliant on the river 
for water. This needs to be addressed in 
the context of the entire landscape 
where the total costs associated with the 
mining will be borne across a number of 
sectors and stakeholder groups with 
potential long-term consequences, while 
the major benefits will be channelled to a 
select few over a relatively short period 
of time. 

mitigation measures proposed by specialist in the EIA.  
Due to the sensitive biodiversity of the area the 
redevelopment planning has focussed on remaining as 
close as possible to the previously disturbed footprints 
to avoid/limited any additional physical ecological 
impacts. TGME has also put forwards a continued 
mining compensation plan to the DFFE for 
consideration that will contribute to reducing the 
catchment scale threats to biodiversity and water 
security (I&APs and sedimentation) which impact the 
river, its biota, and the endangered ecosystem of the 
Malmani Karstlands. 

The area is highlighted as being a High 
Biodiversity Area and strategic water 
source area with Highest Risk to Mining in 
the national Mining and Biodiversity 
Guidelines. As detailed above, the project 
carries environmental risks that raise 
concern and the cumulative impacts 
within the region are unclear. It is 
requested that the various concerns 
raised above are noted and taken into 
account during the EIA phase. 

Noted. A new TGME management team was 
appointed during October 2020 and the team has only 
now started to re-evaluate the future developments 
at desktop level. There are therefore still uncertainties 
around the exact details and location of developments 
that will be pursued in future. As and when 
information becomes available this will be 
communicated via the stakeholder platforms to be 
proposed. The cumulative assessment could only be 
approached on the strategic level as the future 
planning becomes available. A list of the anticipated 
cumulative impacts will be provided in the EIA report, 
however, to qualify this more information would need 

Refer to Section 

4.1 and Section 

13.3.13 
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to be made available as planning progresses in future 
phases. The EIA report will however provide a list of 
all its historical mining rights and show these on a 
map.   

 

 


