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PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT  

This Background Information Document (BID) aims to provide you with important information regarding: 

❖ The proposed TGME Existing Underground Mine Redevelopment Project - Clewer, Dukes and 

Morgenzon (CDM), Frankfort, and Beta North;  

❖ The Environmental Impact Assessment and the Public Participation Process to be undertaken in 

support of the proposed project; 

❖ An Integrated Water Use Licence Application process; 

❖ How you can register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) and be kept informed about the 

project developments; and 

❖ The public review and comment period for the Draft Scoping Report. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT  

Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited (TGME), a subsidiary of Theta Gold Mines Limited, is the holder of 

a mining right, with reference number MP30/5/1/2/2/83MR (83 MR), granted in terms of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) over various properties in the 

Pilgrims Rest area.   TGME propose to redevelop some of its historical underground mines, namely Clewer, 

Dukes and Morgenzon (CDM), Frankfort, and Beta North within its exiting mining right area.   

The proposed project will require additional surface infrastructure to support the underground workings, 

the expansion of the current Tailings Disposal Facility and an upgrade of the old TGME process plant.  The 

surface infrastructure layouts have been designed within previously disturbed areas where possible. Figure 

1 below shows the extent of the proposed project and the location of the proposed surface infrastructure. 

Various approvals are required to be obtained by TGME in terms of environmental legislation from the 

Competent Authorities before commencing with the proposed project.  OMI Solutions (Pty) Ltd (OMI) has 

been appointed as the independent environmental assessment practitioner to undertake the Scoping and 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 

1998 (Act No 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (GN R982 of 2014, 

as amended) which is aimed at critically evaluating the potential environmental and social impacts of the 

proposed project. Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd (Kongiwe) has been appointed as the Stakeholder 

Engagement practitioner tasked with conducting the associated public participation processes. 

Environmental authorisation process for the proposed Transvaal Gold Mining Estates 

Limited (TGME) Existing Underground Mine Redevelopment Project, Pilgrims Rest,  

Thaba Chweu Local Municipality - Mpumalanga Province  

DMRE reference number MP 30/5/1/2/2/83 MR 

Background Information Document 
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Figure 1:  Regional Locality Map
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LOCALITY 

The mining areas are located close to Pilgrims Rest, Mpumalanga. The Beta underground mine is closest 

to the TGME processing plant, which is located just southwest of the town of Pilgrims Rest. CDM is located 

approximately 2.3 km west of the town and the Frankfort operation lies 9.3 km northwest of the town.  

Table 1: Properties included in the mining right area   

Farm Name Portion numbers 

Frankfort 509KT Portions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and the Remaining Extent of the farm 

Krugers Hoop 527KT Remaining Extent of the farm 

Van Der Merwes Reef 526KT Portion 1 and Remaining Extent of the farm 

Morgenzon 525KT Portions 1, 2 and the Remaining Extent of Portions of the farm 

Peach Tree 544KT Remaining Extent of Portions of the farm 

Ponieskrans 543K Portions 18, 42, 43, 44 and the Remaining Extent of the farm 

Portion 1 of the farm Grootfontein 562KT is the property where the existing TGME Plant is situated on. 

Although this property is not included in 83MR, it forms part of the “mining area” of 83MR in terms of the 

definitions in the MPRDA (“in relation to any environmental matter and any residual, latent or other impact 

thereto, including any land or surface adjacent or non-adjacent to the area but upon which related or 

incidental operations are being undertaken”). 
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Figure 2: Locality Map
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROPOSED FOR THE PROJECT 

It should be noted that some infrastructure is already in existence, pursuant to the authorised mining 

right, and additional infrastructure will be constructed and some infrastructure upgraded within TGME’s 

mining right area. The additional infrastructure will include, but not be limited to: 

❖ Trackless mobile machinery (“TMM”) workshops; 

❖ Fuel and oil storage facilities; 

❖ Power distribution transformers; 

❖ Water supply and distribution infrastructure; 

❖ Dewatering system; 

❖ Surface water management infrastructure; 

❖ Mine residue facility; 

❖ RoM stockpile area; and 

❖ Dense medium separation plant 

ACCESS 

The R533 serves as the main access route to all three mining operations. A provincial gravel road leads 

from the R533 to the Frankfort operation. 

❖ Beta North Project area is located 1 km southwest of the TGME process plant. The Beta North 

underground works will be accessed via the Beta North decline. The road to the site crosses the Blyde 

River. For the operation and mining of the Beta deposits, the haul road and crossing over the Blyde 

River will be upgraded.  

❖ The Frankfort Project area is located 9.3 km north of the plant area via a gravel road. This road crosses 

the Blyde River on several occasions. For the operation and mining of the Frankfort deposits, provision 

has been made in the capital budget for haul road construction and river crossings.  

❖ CDM Project area is located 3 km north of the plant area and is accessed via a gravel road. The CDM 

project area is close to the R533 and does not require the construction of an additional haul road as 

the existing gravel road is deemed sufficient for the operation and mining of the CDM deposits. 

POWER AND WATER SUPPLY  

An Eskom consumer substation located near the operations supplies 6.6kV electricity via a single overhead 

line to the TGME plant. Current infrastructure and supply will need to be expanded to the planned mining 

areas. This would require an application for an upgrade to Eskom’s supply capacity, which would 

necessitate the installation of larger transformers at the Eskom consumer substation. 

As the existing grid supply will initially service only the process plant area, diesel generators will be 

required to supply power to the Beta North project area until the grid power supply infrastructure has 
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been upgraded and expanded. Once complete, overhead power lines will be installed to supply grid power 

to the Beta project. This will form part of a separate authorisation process in consultation with Eskom. 

The Frankfort and CDM project areas currently have no access to grid power. These two operations will 

also require the use of diesel generators until the grid power supply infrastructure has been upgraded and 

expanded to these mines.  

Water supply is an essential service as both the processing plant and the underground mining operations 

are heavily reliant on the availability of water. Apart from the mining and process requirements, potable 

water will also be required. 

Service water sources available to the Beta North Underground Mining area consist mainly of water 

sourced from the underground workings, surface water (dirty run-off rainwater) collected as part of the 

project’s water management activities, and abstraction of water from the Blyde River under an approved 

authorisation. Water will be stored in a reservoir and potable water tanks. 

Service Water sources available to the Frankfort Underground Mining Area consist mainly of water 

sourced from the underground workings, surface water (dirty run-off rainwater). The Frankfort mine also 

has an existing licensed allocation for water from the Molototsi River.  

Service water sources available to the CDM Underground Mining Area consist mainly of water sourced 

from the underground workings, surface water (dirty run-off rainwater), and boreholes.  

Water for drinking will be treated in a potable water treatment plant and distributed to the process plant, 

underground workings and surface facilities such as the offices and change houses. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Waste envisioned to be generated from the operations will include domestic, industrial and hazardous 

waste. 

❖ Domestic waste will comprise all waste material generated by the day-to-day running of offices, 

change houses and canteens. This will include food, paper, cardboard, plastic wrappers, tin cans, 

and plastic bottles.  

❖ Industrial waste will consist of material discarded from the running and operation of workshops, 

mining machinery and process plant. This will include scrap metal, wood, tyres, metal and plastic 

drums, rubber materials and plastic components from engineering and mining equipment. 

❖ Hazardous waste will include all discarded fuels, oils, lubricants, paints, solvents and other 

chemicals. These items cannot be disposed of on-site and will have to be managed according to 

the norms and standards for storage of waste.  

❖ Medical Waste will be generated by the mine’s first aid/medical stabilisation facility. Medical 

waste will include contaminated materials such as used syringes, surgical gloves, and bandages.  
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❖ Mine residue will consist of Tailings from the plant to be deposited on the existing tailings storage 

facility and expansions presented for approval. The waste rock from underground will be stored 

on various waste rock dumps around the shaft and plant areas.  

LIFE OF MINE 

Environmental authorisation is requested for a period of 10 years, which will allow for construction and 7 

years life of mine (LoM). 

REHABILITATION 

The Closure objectives of the Final Rehabilitation, Decommissioning and Mine Closure Plan will be 

measurable and auditable and will be developed on the bases that the rehabilitated areas are safe, stable, 

non-polluting and are able to support a self-sustaining ecosystem, similar to surrounding historical natural 

baseline environment.  

It must be noted that the current natural baseline environment has been negatively impacted by historical 

mining, illegal miners and illegal mining from a Biodiversity and Socio-economic perspective. There is 

quantifiable evidence that the illegal mining has accelerated the loss of biodiversity in the area and 

therefore the closure objectives will also focus strongly on remediating those areas impacted by the illegal 

mining, that are in close proximity to the proposed mining activities.  

The proposed Final Rehabilitation, Decommissioning and Mine Closure Planning, will include the following 

Mine Closure Planning Criteria: 

❖ The vision, objectives, targets, and criteria for final rehabilitation, decommissioning and closure 

of the project. 

❖ Outlining the design principles for closure. 

❖ Explaining the risk assessment approach and outcomes and link closure activities to risk 

rehabilitation. 

❖ Detailing the closure actions that clearly indicate the measures that will be taken to mitigate 

and/or manage identified risks and describes the nature of residual risks that will need to be 

monitored and managed post closure e.g. implementing an alien invasive management 

programme and erosion control measures.  

❖ Committing to a schedule, budget, roles, and responsibilities for final rehabilitation, 

decommissioning and closure of each relevant activity or item of infrastructure. 

❖ Identifying knowledge gaps and how these will be addressed and filled. 

❖ Detailing the full closure costs for the life of project at increasing levels of accuracy as the project 

develops and approaches closure in line with the final land use proposed; and 

❖ Outlining monitoring, auditing, and reporting requirements. 
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 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK 

Various approvals are required to be obtained by TGME in terms of environmental legislation from the 

Competent Authorities before commencing with underground mining. TGME is applying for the 

environmental authorisations and licenses:   

❖ An Environmental Authorisation, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA).  

❖ A Waste Management Licence (WML) in terms of the National Environmental Management: Waste 

Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008);  

❖ An amendment to the current Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) approved by the 

DMRE in terms of the MPRDA on 16 October 2013. 

❖ An Integrated Water Use Licence in terms of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No.36 of 1998) 

(NWA); 

❖ An Atmospheric Emission Licence (AEL) under the National Environmental Management: Air 

Quality Act No. 39 of 2004;  

❖ Heritage Permits in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 25 of 1999); and  

❖ Licences in terms of the National Forest Act, 1998 (Act 84 of 1998).  

Please refer to Table 2 below for a list of activities to be authorised under the NEMA, NEM: WA, NWA and 

NEMAQA. 

Table 2: List of activities to be authorised under the NEMA, NEM: WA, NWA and NEMAQA.  

Application for an 
Integrated 
Environmental 
Authorisation 

National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 
107 of 1998) (NEMA) and NEMA 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Regulations, 2014   

Listing Notice 1 (GN R983 of 2014), as amended  
Activities: 2, 9, 10, 14 ,19, 21D, 21F, 34, 48 

Listing Notice 2 (GN R984 of 2014), as amended  
Activities: 6 and 17 

Listing Notice 3 (GN R985 of 2014), as amended  
Activities 2, 12, 14, 22 and 23. 

National Environmental 
Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 
No. 59 of 2008) 

Listed Waste Management Activities (GN 921 of 
2013), as amended  
Category B, Activities 10 and 11;  
Category C, Activities 1 and 2.   

Integrated Water 
Use Licence 
Application 

National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 
36 of 1998) and the Regulations 
Regarding the Procedural 
Requirements for Water Use 
Licence Applications and Appeals 
(GN R267 of 2017) 

Section 21 (a), (b), (j), (g), (c) and (i) water 
uses. 

Atmospheric 
Emission License 

National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 
(Act No. 39 of 2004) 

GN R893 of 2013, as amended  
Category 4: Subcategory 4.1, 4.16 and 4.17. 

Heritage Permits  
National Heritage Resources Act, 
1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) 

Section 34 and 35.  

Forestry Permits  
National Forest Act, 1998 (Act 84 of 
1998). 

Section 23 to conduct activities in a state 
forest. 
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SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The EIA process for the proposed project will be carried out in the following phases: 

Figure 3: S&EIA process and the associated timeline 

INTEGRATED WATER USE LICENCE 

An Integrated Water Use Licence Application (“IWULA”) will be submitted for water uses associated with 

Section 21 of the NWA. The IWULA process will be undertaken concurrently with the EIA process for the 

proposed redevelopment project.  

SPECIALIST STUDIES 

Various specialist studies will be undertaken as part of the EIA/IWULA process to assess the potential 

impacts associated with the proposed project. Specialist studies to be undertaken include: 

❖ Air Quality impact assessment and 

Greenhouse Gas Assessment (GHG) 

❖ Biodiversity impact assessment 

❖ Blasting and Vibration study 

❖ Freshwater and aquatic ecology impact 

assessment 

❖ Geohydrological impact assessment 

❖ Dolomite Stability assessment 

❖ Phase 1 Heritage impact assessment and 

paleontological assessment 

❖ Noise impact assessment 

❖ Socio-economic impact assessment 

❖ Soil and land use capability  

❖ Stormwater management plans 

❖ Traffic impact assessment 

❖ Visual impact assessment 

❖ Waste classification  

 

 
 

Scoping phase

Purpose: Identify 
potential impacts and 
project alternatives to 
guide the EIA Process

Timeline: December 
2021- February 2022

Impact Assessment 
Phase

Purpose: Conduct detailed 
specialist studies to assess 
both positive and negative 

impacts. Consolidate 
impact assessments and 

provide recommendations 
on how to enhance positive 

impacts and mitigate 
negative impacts

Timeline: February 2022 –
April 2022

Decision making phase

Purpose : Competent 
Authority evaluates 

findings from the EIA 
process and 

grants/rejects the 
Environmental 
Authorisation.

Timeline: June 2022
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The public participation process will form part of the Integrated Environmental Authorisation, WML 

Application and the IWULA process. The public participation process offers stakeholders a fair opportunity 

to be informed about the proposed project, to raise issues of concern and to make suggestions for 

enhanced project benefits. The project team will consider relevant issues and suggestions during the 

EIA/IWULA process. 

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT 

The Draft Scoping Report for the proposed project will be made available for public review and comment 

for a period of 30 days, from Monday, 6 December 2021 until Thursday, 27 January 2022. The availability 

of the reports for public review and comment will adhere to strict measures to prevent and avoid the 

spread of COVID-19. To ensure that that the spread of COVID-19 is minimised, the Draft Scoping Report 

will be made available as follows: 

❖ Copies of the DSR will be made available for public review and comment from Monday, 06 December 

2021 - Thursday, 27 January 2022 on the following websites: 

o Kongiwe’s website: http://www.kongiwe.co.za/publications-view/public-documents/ 

o OMI Solutions’ website: https://omisolutions.co.za/public-review-projects/ 

❖ An electronic copy on a CD will be made available on request; 

❖ No hard copies will be placed at the libraries. Non-technical summaries of the Draft Scoping Report 

will be distributed to stakeholders upon request.  

Once the information required for the IWULA has been finalised, the IWULA technical report will be 

compiled and will be made available for public review and comment for a period of 60 days. It is anticipated 

that the IWULA report will be made available during the impact assessment phase.   

Information regarding the availability of the IWULA report and how stakeholders can provide their 

comments will be communicated to all stakeholders.  

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION MEETINGS  

Stakeholders are invited to participate through virtual and non-virtual engagements. One-on-one 

consultation meetings will be held via on-line forums such as Microsoft Teams, or telephonically. On-line 

engagement activities will be available during the public review period.  Additionally, an Open Day will be 

held at the Town Hall, Main Street, Pilgrims Rest on Saturday, 15 January 2022 from 10H00-14H00. please 

see below (Table 3) for the proposed stakeholders’ meeting schedule.  

 

 

http://www.kongiwe.co.za/publications-view/public-documents/
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Table 1: Stakeholder Meetings 

Proposed dates Available time slots Method of Engagement 

Virtual meetings 

Wednesday, 12 January 2022 10H00-11H00  
or 
14H00-15H00 

Microsoft teams/scheduled Telephonic 
discussions 

Non-virtual meeting  

Saturday, 15 January 2022 10H00-14H00 Open day: Town Hall, Main Street, 
Pilgrims Rest 

INVITATION TO BE INVOLVED AS AN I&AP 

Kongiwe has put measures in place to ensure that all stakeholders are meaningfully consulted by using a 

wide range of media, documents and online tools. The proposed methods of engagement for the project 

are as follows:  

❖ Email correspondence: Stakeholders with access to email are requested to send their 

comments/queries via email;  

❖ Telephonic consultations;  

❖ One-on-One consultation meetings; 

❖ Online Microsoft Teams meetings;  

❖ Open day;  

❖ Online engagements: Project information (reports, executive summaries, project update letters) will 

be timeously uploaded on Kongiwe’s website. Stakeholders can submit their comments by completing 

an online comment sheet. 

COMMENTS AND QUERIES 

Any person affected by or who may be interested in the proposed project is asked to register as an 

Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by contacting the stakeholder engagement team.  

Contact person: Sibongile Bambisa/Vanessa Viljoen  
Tel: (012) 003 6627 

Email: stakeholders@kongiwe.com 
Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

Should you have any comments/queries, please contact the stakeholder engagement team. 

mailto:stakeholders@kongiwe.com
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Environmental authorisation process for the proposed  

Transvaal Gold Mining Estates Limited (TGME)  

Existing Underground Mine Redevelopment Project, Pilgrims Rest,  

Thaba Chweu Local Municipality - Mpumalanga Province 

DMRE reference number MP 30/5/1/2/2/83 MR 

November 2021 

Stakeholder Registration and Reply Form 

Please return a completed reply form to the Stakeholder Engagement team: 

Sibongile Bambisa / Vanessa Viljoen  

Phone: (012) 003 6627 or E-mail: stakeholders@kongiwe.com 

Postal Address: PostNet Suite no 163, Private Bag X21, Bryanston, 2021 

Please provide your complete contact details: 

 

I intend attending the stakeholders’ meeting (Please indicate your preference) 

Proposed dates Available time 
slots 

Method of Engagement Yes No 

Virtual meetings  

Wednesday, 12 January 
2022 

10H00-11H00 
or 

14H00-15H00 
On-line meeting Yes No 

Non-virtual meeting  

Saturday, 15 January 
2022 

10H00-14H00 
Open day: Town Hall, Main Street, 

Pilgrims Rest 
Yes No 

 

Do you have any comments/concerns regarding the proposed project? If so, please complete the 
section below/ send your comments to the stakeholder engagement team- please see details above.  

 

Comments/Concerns/Suggestions: 

 

 

Landowner Property   

Land 
occupier 

Property  
Property 
owner  

 

Title  Mr  Mrs  Ms  Dr  Prof  Other   

First Name    

Surname   

Organisation   

Position in organisation   

Contact Details  
Cell 
phone 

 Fax  Tel  

Email address   

Postal address  

Please indicate your 
preferred method of 
communication  

Email   SMS   Post   Fax  

mailto:stakeholders@kongiwe.co.za
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Please provide contact details of any other stakeholders we should consult. 

Title Mr  Mrs  Ms  Dr  Prof  Other   

First name   

Surname   

Organisation/ Property / 
Business  

 

Cell phone  

Email  

Title  Mr Mrs  Ms  Dr Prof Other   

First name   

Surname   

Organisation/ Farm / 
Business 

 

Cell phone  

Email  

 
Please note that the information supplied herein constitutes Personal Information as contemplated 
in Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013. All of your rights as set out in the Act will continue 
to be protected and Kongiwe will be accountable to ensure that all conditions for lawful processing 
are met. Your signature will be regarded as granting consent for the processing of the information 
strictly in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
 

Signature:  Date:  

 

 


