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Kongiwe Environmental (Pty) Ltd, established in 2016 and owned 
by its directors and employees, is a contemporary   problem-solving 
consultancy specialising  in  solving real-world environmental  
challenges.  We  pride  ourselves  in  using  the  latest technology 
available to realise pragmatic solutions for our clients.

The  company  was  created  with  the  essential  intent:  ‘To  
solve  environmental  challenges for  a  world driven towards a 
sustainable future.’

Based in South Africa, our  team  of  professional  Environmental  
Scientists are  highly trained  in  various  environmental  disciplines  
and  have  significant, hands-on experience  in  an  array  of projects 
across various industries.

Fundamental to each project is the establishment of a holistic 
understanding of the environment in which the project  is located,  
using  such  tools  as  Geographic  Information  Systems  (GIS)  and  
Remote  Sensing (RS)  techniques.  We approach our  projects  from  
an  alternative  viewpoint  enabling  us  to  establish alternative 
thinking patterns and deductive techniques to maximise desired 
outcomes.

Kongiwe is a Level 2 Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment 
(BBBEE) supplier in terms of the Department of Trade and Industry’s 
(DTI) amended BBBEE codes.
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SERVICES

 > Environmental Impact Assessments  
 > Environmental  Authorisations 
 > Environmental Management Programmes
 > Mining Work Programmes
 > Mining Right Applications
 > Social & Labour Plans
 > Legal Services
 > Social Impact  Assessments
 > Public Participation
 > Basic Assessments
 > Water Use Licensing
 > Environmental Monitoring 
 > Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
 > Remote Sensing 
 > Environmental Auditing & Compliance Systems                         

In South Africa, as stipulated in  the  National  Environmental  Management  Act  (Act  No.  107  of  1998) (NEMA), 
project activities listed under the regulations would require environmental authorisation by the determined 
competent authority, and would require the completion of either a full Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) or a Basic Assessment (BA) process, dependent on the scale and duration of the activities. This would 
usually include the compilation and approval of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) which would be  the  
framework  to  ensure  minimising  negative  and  enhancing  positive environmental and social impacts which 
the project is likely to cause, identified in the EIA.

 EIA’s, Basic Assessments and EMP’s



As far as mineral prospecting and mining projects are concerned, these are governed by the Minerals and 
Petroleum Resources Development Act (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) by means of the Prospecting Right 
Application (PRA) and Mining Right Application (MRA) process, also including EMP’s at both stages.

Kongiwe  staff  have   in-depth experience   in   these   application   processes   and   the   environmental requirements  
associated  with   them,   enabling   us   to   supply   our   clients   with   a   comprehensive authorisation  solution. 

Internationally, we are able to adjust our project processes to accommodate other countries’ legislative 
processes, as well as run a process compliant with the overarching International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
Performance Standards, if the project intends sourcing international funding.  

Water Use Licences

The use of water resources in South Africa is regulated and prospective water users need to obtain authorisation 
from the Department of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation (DWS) to make use of the water resources, 
this is done through the Water Use Licence Application (WULA) process. This process would cover water uses 
including abstraction of water, storage of water, discharge of water, crossing  or  modifying  a  water  course  or  
wetland  and  other  activities  which  may  have  an  impact  on the surrounding water resources.

Many projects require Water Use Licences, and conducting the application process on behalf of our clients is 
one of our core services.

Environmental Auditing & Compliance

Another core service we offer is to assist Clients with Environmental Auditing and compliance assessments in 
light of their legal and/ or corporate commitments. We also offer a unique Environmental Control Officer (ECO) 
service, whereby we don’t just audit, we also provide solutions to the problems encountered. We like to  see  
our  ECOs  as  independent,  but  also  constructive  members  of  our  Clients’  teams,  advising  and assisting 
with their legal compliance with a pleasant disposition.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

GIS is a digital   mapping   tool   used   essentially   for   the   collection,   manipulation   and   representation   of 
geographically   representable   information   in   a   map   format  with  the  analysis  of  the  underlying attribute 
information  to  reveal a whole world of unseen relationships of cause and effect. GIS  is the cornerstone to our 
projects and services and enables significant advantages to our projects.

Remote Sensing

Remote Sensing is the acquisition of information about the earth from a remote viewpoint, especially through 
satellite imagery or aerial photos. This data is known for opening up a world of possibilities to understand the 
environment better, and when used in conjunction with GIS, is the most powerful environmental analytical 
system on the planet! Satellite imagery has come a long way, we are now able to obtain high resolution, clear 
images, at a fraction of the price, and much quicker than we used to.
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